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Big Brew at Marple URC  
Earlier this year, Marple URC held a Fairtrade Big Brew in aid of 

Transform Trade.  Our MP, Lisa Smart, came along and we managed to 

raise £440 as well as enjoying fellowship and refreshments, selling fairly 

traded and ethical goods and having several other stalls to make money 

for and raise awareness of Transform Trade's work. 

 

To find out more about Transform Trade 

please click here 

 

 

Jill Kenna - Church Secretary 

Marple URC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.transform-trade.org/
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Safeguarding  
 

Safeguarding Training 
 

Please click here for the amended URC Levels of Mandatory Safeguarding 

Training Matrix (England) 
 

Safeguarding Foundation E-Learning Course 

Please click on the following link to access the module:  Safeguarding Foundation Course 
 

Introduction to Safeguarding E-Learning Course 

For those who have a background in safeguarding and have completed training within a professional 

organisation in the previous three years:  An Introduction to Safeguarding in the URC 
 

 

Online + Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training 
 

Combined Foundation + Intermediate Safeguarding Training 
 

Monday 18th May 2026 – 11am to 1.30pm – Face to Face at Trinity URC, Lancaster 

Bowerham Road & Ulster Road, Lancaster LA1 4AH 

To book please click here 

 

Saturday 23rd May 2026 – 10am to 12.30pm – Face to Face at Bamford Chapel + Norden URC 

Norden Road, Bamford, Rochdale, OL11 5PQ 

To book please click here 
 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 – 1.00pm to 3.30pm – Online 

To book please click here 
 

 

Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Advanced training will now be delivered in ONE session 
 

Online Advanced - Wed 13th May 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (including a break) 

To book please click here 
 

Online Advanced - Mon 15th June 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (including a break) 

To book please click here 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/face-to-face-combined-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984242646169?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1988173486418?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-combined-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984241947078?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-advanced-safeguarding-training-tickets-1985370518666?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-advanced-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984244884865?aff=oddtdtcreator
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URC Learning Hub 

For more information about the courses and resources available on the URC Learning Hub please 

click here 

Specialist/Supplementary Training 

The URC runs bite-sized two hour Zoom sessions open to anyone across the denomination on a 

variety of topics to complement your current safeguarding knowledge. 
 

Upcoming sessions: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make your booking by emailing Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk stating your name, church, role 

and course preference. 

 
 

Minister’s Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Please click the link below the relevant date to go to the booking form. 

The zoom link will then be sent the week before. 

 

• Monday 5th October 1-3pm and Monday 12th October 1-3.30pm – October booking form 

 

If you have any queries, please contact: Carrie Kaunda 
 

 

Newsletter from the URC Safeguarding Team 

To access the latest editions of the quarterly Newsletters from the URC, please click here. 
 

 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

Thursday 14th  May 1:00pm 
Safeguarding for Ministers 

supporting Survivors 

Tuesday 19th May 6:30pm Spiritual Abuse 

Thursday  28th May 1:00pm Adult Safeguarding 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=4WjTP9fxHkqOQEWoQ7VeiWPjlTsVyM9Ir6uIs-aNzLhUODFJWVhBMlNQVkM0VThWRVBBQ0FBUExYQi4u
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Holiday Club Materials  

Thinking of running a Holiday Club this summer? These free materials, 

written by members of the URC Children & Youth Work team are 

available to download here.  There are plenty of other resources 

available there too – all free of charge. 

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#tab-263476
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Pilots 90 th Anniversary  
Ever had a Pilots group in your church?  Still have one?  Thinking about starting/re-starting one? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not come along to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park on May 16th and celebrate with Pilots and ex-

Pilots from across the denomination? 

We will be having a face to face celebration which is joining with the Yorkshire Synod Big Day Out at 

the Yorkshire Sculpture Park on 16th May.  Pilots will pay for all Pilots-related bookings, but you must 

book via the web site detailed on the next page or via e-mail. 
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The general programme for the day can be seen here. 

 

In addition, we are putting on Pilots art and craft activities in the garden room from arrival until 11am.  

This will allow you to still take part in the nature related crafts and outdoor games if you wish, and to 

choose from the 4 activities that will be available at 11am.  Following the worship at 2.30pm, we will 

meet near the worship area to have Pilots games, and a formal Pilots closing.  As with other groups, 

you will then be free to explore the park if you wish. 

 

Please either book here: Pay on door – BIG Day Out 2026 Yorkshire Synod – Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

 

or send an e-mail to office@urcyorkshire.org.uk with details of how many people are coming.  

Please do this as soon as possible. 

https://urcyorkshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/BIG-DAY-OUT-with-bleed-for-printing.pdf
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/theunitedreformedchurchyorkshireprovincetrustltd/2067409
mailto:office@urcyorkshire.org.uk
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Youth Mental Health First Aid  

 

Invest in the wellbeing of young people and become a certified Youth Mental Health 

First Aider. 

 

Gain the skills and confidence to support young people by booking onto the 

new Youth Mental Health First Aid course by @MHFAEngland.  This two-day 

training will equip you to recognise the signs of emotional distress, start supportive 

conversations and confidently safeguard and signpost to appropriate help. 

Date:  3rd to 4th June 2026 

Time: 9am–5pm 

Place: URC East Midlands Synod Office, 1 Edwards Lane, Sherwood,  

  Nottingham. NG5 3AA 

 

The cost is normally £350 but we are subsidising it to £35 to cover the cost of 

materials. 

 

To book please contact email:  trainingpa@urc5.org.uk 

or click here 

mailto:trainingpa@urc5.org.uk
mailto:trainingpa@urc5.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=B2EOo6xjJUKPBx-nqb8QIYcSdzO1sRVCo1D1NuKt-XhURFVEV0g3MVlIODVTSU1GTko3NjZMQlMwVi4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
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Outdoor Church at Heald Green URC  
 

Our next gathering will be on Sunday 10th May 3pm-4pm. 

Do join us and invite anyone who might want to come.  The beekeeper is coming 

and there will be an opportunity to visit the church beehives. 

 

Future sessions are planned for later in the year too.  We plan to meet once every 2 

months: 

July 12th 

September 13th 

November 8th 

 

Prov 16:24 “Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and 

health to the body.” 

 



11 

8th May 2026 

Farewell and thank you to the Revd 

Jonnie Hill  

A farewell and thank you service will take place at Marple URC 

Church on Sunday 17
th

 May at 2:30pm for the Rev’d Jonnie Hill. 
 

Jonnie has worked with East Cheshire and Derbyshire Borders for 

the past 3 years and is now stepping back from that ministry. 
 

The service will be followed by tea and cake. 
 

Please contact Rev’d Margaret Dexter-Brown for numbers for 

catering: margaretdexterbrown@icloud.com 

 

 

mailto:margaretdexterbrown@icloud.com
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Elswick Church Anniversary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This year we celebrate our Church's 377th Anniversary on Sunday 

24th May 2026. 

 

The service commences at 2.30pm and will be led by Michael Harvey, an 

inspirational speaker from Synod, together with Zac Crowe playing the 

organ. 

 

After the service all are welcome to join for refreshments in the "Old 

Church". 

 

For catering purposes would you please let me know if you would like to 

join us: 

 

Sam Kernohan—Assistant Secretary 

Tel:  01995 670 816 or Email:  kernohan@hotmail.com 

© Copyright Malcolm Neal and licensed 
for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

mailto:kernohan@hotmail.com
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/124455
https://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=6284224
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Farewell Service for the Revd Clare Downing  
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‘Clerical Errors ’ in Concert at Hyning Monastery  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon 

I hope this finds you well. 

My ecumenical ensemble “Clerical Errors” will be giving a concert at Hyning Monastery on 

Sunday 31st May at 3.30pm. 

Proceeds from ticket sales will be shared between Hyning Monastery and Churches Together in 

Lancashire. 

With every good wish 

Anton 

 

The Revd Anton Muller MA 

County Ecumenical Officer 

Churches Together in Lancashire 
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The Big Sing at Albion URC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The BIG SING! 

Albion United Reformed Church - Sunday 21st June 2026 - 6-8pm 

 

Good news!  It’s not often these days that we get the opportunity to sing with a large crowd of worshippers, 

but that’s exactly what’s on offer on the first day of summer. 

 

Mersey Synod’s Café Jam will be leading a BIG SING on Sunday 21st June at Albion United Reformed 

Church (Stamford Street East, Ashton-under-Lyne, OL6 6QQ).  Starting with cake and hot drinks at 6pm, it 

will be an evening of singing a wide variety of hymns and songs – some old, some new, some lively, some 

quiet, some folk-style.  With an interval at around 7.10pm with further cake and refreshments, the service 

will end at 8pm. 

 

There is limited parking at the church, ample parking in the surrounding streets, and a nearby car park. 

 

Get your tickets today and invite friends, neighbours and family for the chance to celebrate our God in 

song together! 

 

Please book via the following link:  https://bit.ly/3NmWod5 

https://bit.ly/3NmWod5
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Induction of the Revd Mike Thomason  
Save the date - We hope that many of you will be able to join us at Worsley 

Road URC in Swinton on Saturday 5th September 2026 for the induction of 

Revd Mike Thomason as Moderator of the North Western Synod. 

 

Worsley Road URC 

310-312 Worsley Road 

Swinton 

Manchester 

M27 0EF 

 

Further details to follow. 
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‘A Million Acts of Hope ’ Week of Action  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13th May to 20th May is A Million Acts of Hope week of action, and we 

want to share your stories during that week.  We're encouraging you to send 

us your photos and short videos now, showing hope in action in your 

community, so we can amplify them during the week of action across our 

national social media channels using the hashtag #AMillionActsofHope.  

 

There’s far more that connects us than divides us and we'd like to highlight 

that. 

 

For full details click the link below: 

Drown out division with A Million Acts of Hope - United Reformed 

Church  

https://urc-news.org.uk/c/AQi9nAcQzv3WARio29_BAiCBsogqKK3mhxFLSFWbvkFDW22ka1-gndgPr33T8ykoctF-n0KIkJ6mYA
https://urc.org.uk/drown-out-division-with-a-million-acts-of-hope/
https://urc.org.uk/drown-out-division-with-a-million-acts-of-hope/
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URC Buildings for Mission Webinar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buildings for Mission Forum Webinar - Tuesday 19th May 7.30pm 

What is our Mission? 

Join us as we explore what joining in with God’s activity can look like. 

Register for the webinar here 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Lindsey 
  

Lindsey Brown 

Head of Ecumenical Relations and Evangelism 

United Reformed Church 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/buildings-for-mission-forum-4814853?aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=checkoutwidget
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GMCT Pentecost Praise  
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Symposium: Reframing Healing for our Time  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Further information on speakers and ‘pay what you can’ tickets are available via 

Eventbrite here, or via the York Minster website here. 

 

Participants from a wide range of disciplines are welcome, so that the conversation is as 

rich, diverse, and generative as possible.  In order to ensure the symposium is accessible 

to all, we are offering tickets on a “pay what you can” basis. 

 

The symposium is in-person only.  Talks will be recorded for sharing after the event. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reframing-healing-for-our-time-faith-health-the-human-condition-tickets-1985905752565?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1*n1j3sk*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzU5NDYwMjE0LjE3NzU2MzQxODc.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzU2MzQxODYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzU2MzQxODYkajYwJGwwJGg
https://yorkminster.org/whats-on/event/symposium-on-healing/
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The LAMPS Collective - Salt and Light  
 

If your church is aiming to reach out to your 

community with the good news of the Gospel in 

powerful, creative ways this Autumn, Christian 

theatre company The LAMPS Collective would love 

to help you do that! 

 

Our fabulous new outreach play Salt and 

Light, which delighted audiences at Spring Harvest 

in 2023, is perfect for those asking the big 

questions.  Who is this Jesus?  What is he?  And 

what (if anything) does that mean for me and my 

life? 

 

“Phenomenal standard of acting”…. “The writing 

was second to none”… “Exquisite harmonies”… 

“One of the best pieces of theatre I think I have 

ever seen!”   (Spring Harvest audience 2023) 

 

Set in the small fishing community of first century Capernaeum and packed with vivid story-

telling and great music, Salt and Light examines the different responses within one family to 

the charismatic new rabbi walking their shores.  It’s an ideal springboard for discussion or 

simply a great opportunity for church members to invite people along who don’t normally come 

to church. 

 

Performances are available in September 2026.  We bring everything you need (actors, 

staging, lighting, sound).  All you need to provide is a space and a warm welcome! 

 

A performance of Salt and Light lasts about an hour and twenty minutes and is suitable for 

ages eleven up.  You can see clips from the show here Salt and Light - Lamps Collective 

 

For more information about payment models, any questions or to book a performance 

please email our bookings co-ordinator - Gillian on bookings@lampscollective.com. 

https://lampscollective.com/salt-and-light/
mailto:bookings@lampscollective.com
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One Body, Many Parts: Churches invited to celebrate 
Disability Awareness Sunday 2026  
 
 

Churches across the UK are being invited to take part in Disability 

Awareness Sunday 2026, with the release of a free, creative new resource 

available to download from Christian charity Through the Roof 

(www.throughtheroof.org). 

 

The 2026 theme, ‘One Body, Many Parts’, draws on 1 Corinthians 12 and 

celebrates the truth that the Church is not complete without disabled 

people.  The official date is 27th September 2026, though churches are 

encouraged to take part on any Sunday that works for them. 

 

Seeing things differently 

At the heart of the new resource is the vision of Triona Brading, a young autistic Christian, Roofbreaker 

disability champion with Through the Roof, and ministry trainee.  Triona brings insight, joy and 

imagination to the biblical image of the Body of Christ.  She shares her perspective as an autistic 

Christian in the main video she made for churches to show for Disability Awareness Sunday: 

 

“’The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you.  The head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.’  

Can you imagine it? 

Body parts going rogue and breaking free of the body, hopping away and trying to live independently of 

one another!” 

 

Her gentle humour opens up a powerful challenge: what does it really mean for the Church to live as one 

body, where every person — disabled or not — is welcomed, needed and able to play their part? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Autistic Christian author Triona Brading shares new Disability Awareness Sunday resource 

 
 

https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/
http://www.throughtheroof.org
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Free resource for churches! 
 

The free Disability Awareness Sunday 2026 Resource includes: 
 

• Two short videos 

• A ready-to-use service outline 

• Practical ideas for all-age worship and youth activities 

 

For more information please contact: 

 

Janet Eardley - janet@throughtheroof.org 

Annette Stuart - annette@throughtheroof.org 

 

Tel (main office):  01372 749955 

 

Please visit www.throughtheroof.org for information, news and resources. 

 

About the work of Through the Roof 
 

Through the Roof is a Christian disability inclusion charity whose name is inspired by the Bible account in 

Luke 5.  Our mission is to transform lives through Jesus with disabled people. 

 

We have been advocating for disability inclusion in church for over 25 years.  We pray that every church 

actively welcomes disabled people and experiences the blessings of Church where all are seen 

as indispensable to the Body (1 Cor. 12). 

 

Through the Roof works with churches and people across all disabilities to enable:  Access, Belonging 

and Commission…  

 

Access:  For everyone to know Jesus, with disabled people fully welcomed in Christian life 

Belonging: For everyone to grow together as the family of God, with disabled people flourishing in  

   community with others 

Commission: For everyone to reflect the character of Jesus, with disabled people making disciples, to 

   the glory of God  

mailto:janet@throughtheroof.org
mailto:annette@throughtheroof.org
http://www.throughtheroof.org
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Urban Outreach Bolton are recruiting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the thought of working for a Christian charity appeal to you? 

Do you want to make a positive difference to the lives of people who are really 

struggling? 

 

We are looking for 2 compassionate, highly motivated and skilled individuals to join our Adult 

Services Team in our Eve’s Space Project and our Children and Families Team in our 

RUNA Project. 

 

For more information, details of the job descriptions, application forms and application guide 

please click here 

 

If you would like to discuss these roles further, you can get in touch with Nicola Gillard 

(Chief Operations Officer) on Tel: 01204 385848 during office hours or email on 

nicola.gillard@urbanoutreach.co.uk 

 

We are unable to consider expressions of interest sent by letter, email or via social media, all 

applicants will need to complete the job application form available via the above link.  The 

closing date and time for applications is Tuesday 12th May 2026 by 5pm. 

https://urbanoutreach.co.uk/join-the-team/
mailto:nicola.gillard@urbanoutreach.co.uk


25 

8th May 2026 

Useful Links  
 

 

Jobs & Volunteer Opportunities at the URC 

For more details please click here 

 

 

 

 

 

URC News Update 

Please click here for the latest updates from around the URC 

 

 

 
 

 

URC Children’s, Youth + Intergenerational Work 
Team 
For the latest news from the C Y W & I Team, plus a link to the 

latest bi-monthly Newsletter please click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JPIT Newsletter 

Click here for the May 2026 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Daily Devotions from the URC 

Each morning the URC sends out a reading, reflection and 

short prayer which helps us to focus on our journeys of 

Christian discipleship.  Please click here for more 

information. 

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/
https://urc.org.uk/our-news-stories/latest-news/
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/news-from-the-cyw-team/?dm_i=2JB1,23GYJ,3GDZJR,7QCYX,1,0,0,0
https://ddlnk.net/t/1MV9-97DBB-729011E72225D1E5ZIK0ZJ471E80379DB0D9C7/cr.aspx
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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Christians on Ageing 

Please click below for the latest Newsletter: 

Christians on Ageing - April Newsletter  

 

 

 
 

Greater Manchester Live Well Newsletter 

April 2026: GM Live Well Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancashire Mind 

To find out more about Lancashire Mind’s Projects Hub 

please click here 

 

https://mailchi.mp/7d309965ae71/aprilnewsletter?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://mailchi.mp/2eb7b18a8075/dit8kvhhvn-1171882?e=ffa442f4c0
https://www.lancashiremind.org.uk/projects/
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for our Prayers  
 

We invite you to pray: 

 

 

 

• For the Churches who are facing difficult decisions about the 

future of their fellowships and buildings 

 

• For those involved in the discussions about the future of ministry 

in the North Western Synod 

 

• For your Ministers as they consider how best to support you 

 

• For the continued growth of church mission 


