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Spring is around the corner at Forton URC  
We are truly blessed at Forton, with the world in such turmoil our small 

churchyard is full of colour and joy.  As soon as we step inside the gates a 

world of spring wonder awaits. 

For a little while at least we can forget the rest of the world and bask in the 

joy of spring.  The Lenten Lillies once again rise to occasion as they have 

for hundreds of years. 
 

Susan Redmayne - Secretary 

Forton URC 
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Looking for a new home  

Heald Green URC has been doing a little spring cleaning, and we realise that we have an 

excess of hymn books. We would be delighted to gift them to any church or other 

organisation which would give them a good home. Available are: 

 

86 Church Hymnary (1977 edition) 

60 Mission Praise (1990 hardback edition) + 8 large print 

76 Mission Praise ( 1983 paperback edition) 

100 Rejoice and Sing 

15 Hymns of Glory, Songs of Praise 

Please contact alisoncmhaigh@gmail.com 

Alison Haigh - Heald Green URC 

 

mailto:alisoncmhaigh@gmail.com
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World Day of Prayer Service in Poulton  

On Friday 6th March Poulton-le Fylde URC was the host for the World Day of 

Prayer service for the churches together in Poulton. The service was written by 

the women of Nigeria and was titled " I will give you rest, come." It was a 

moving service and I think it gave us all a lot to think about, and to realise  how 

fortunate we are. About 40 people attended the service.  

After the service we all enjoyed cups of tea or coffee and cakes. 

 

Judy True - Secretary 

Poulton-le-Fylde URC 
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News from Bury URC  

At the service on Sunday 1st March 2026, we welcomed two new 

members into our congregation – Sam Shum and Mon Tsang.  

The married couple came to the UK from Hong Kong.  They both 

started worshipping with us about 18 months ago. 
 

Rev’d Dan Harris has been at the forefront in welcoming the 

couple into the church at Bury and it was their request that he 

would lead the service where they became members. 
 

Rev’d Dan spoke of the vine and its branches along with trees in 

the forest that symbolises the growth of faith through its roots, the 

branches, the canopy and the sap within the tree.  A thoughtful 

and provoking service. 
 

Sam and Mon brought almond biscuits specially made in Hong 

Kong and a tin of sweets to share with our tea and coffee after the 

service. 
 

During the Alpha course held at Bury URC, Sam and Mon brought several of their Hong Kong friends to join 

us.  They formed one of the three groups for discussion often talking in Cantonese as some of their friends 

didn’t speak English. 
 

After the course ended it was good that Sam and Mon set up a bible study at church purely so they could 

continue meeting with their Hong Kong friends and they could continue to converse in their own language. 
 

Sam and Mon have regularly brought their barista coffee machine to the monthly café and made speciality 

coffees for customers to purchase. 
 

Mon has very kindly designed a banner advertising the monthly café which is also includes details written in 

Cantonese.  They also designed and made us Fai Chun (New Year scroll) for us.  Sam also helps serving tea 

and coffee after church.   
 

Sam is a pastor serving at the New York Theology Education Centre and Chinese Online School of Theology 

now, and has served in Manchester Chinese Christian Church and Saddleback Church in Manchester.  So, 

he often preaches in different Chinese Christian Church in the UK 

With Rev Dan’s help he will soon start to lead worship at Bury, at Dundee URC and Radcliffe and Stand 

URC.   
 

Considering they didn’t stay after worship at the beginning as they felt their English wasn’t good enough.  

They now enjoy mixing and conversing with ease.   

It is a pleasure to have Sam and Mon worshipping with us.  They bring nothing but warmth and  happiness 

with them. 
 

Pam Rowley - Bury URC 



7 

18th March 2026 

Safeguarding  
 

Safeguarding Training 
 

Please click here for the amended URC Levels of Mandatory Safeguarding 

Training Matrix (England). 
 

Safeguarding Foundation E-Learning Course 

Please click on the following link to access the module:  Safeguarding Foundation Course 
 

Introduction to Safeguarding E-Learning Course 

For those who have a background in safeguarding and have completed training within a professional 

organisation in the previous three years:  An Introduction to Safeguarding in the URC 
 

Online + Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training 

Please book your place by clicking on the relevant link below the date: 
 

Intermediate Safeguarding Training 

Monday 20th April 2026 - 1pm to 3pm - Online 

To book please click here 
 

Combined Foundation + Intermediate Safeguarding Training 

Tuesday 5th May 2026 – 6.00pm to 8.30pm – Online 

To book please click here 
 

Monday 18th May 2026 – 11am to 1.30pm – Face to Face at Trinity URC, Lancaster 

Bowerham Road & Ulster Road, Lancaster LA1 4AH 

To book please click here 
 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 – 1.00pm to 3.30pm – Online 

To book please click here 
 

Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Advanced training will now be delivered in ONE session 
 

Online Advanced - Mon 13th April 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (including a break) 

To book please click here 
 

Online Advanced - Wed 13th May 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (including a break) 

To book please click here 
 

Online Advanced - Mon 15th June 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (including a break) 

To book please click here  

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-intermediate-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984240810679?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1984241907961?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/face-to-face-combined-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984242646169?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-combined-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984241947078?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1983079294553?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-advanced-safeguarding-training-tickets-1985370518666?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-advanced-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984244884865?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-advanced-safeguarding-training-tickets-1984244884865?aff=oddtdtcreator
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URC Learning Hub 

For more information about the courses and resources available on the URC Learning Hub please 

click here 
 

 

Newsletter from the URC Safeguarding Team 

To access the latest editions of the quarterly Newsletters from the URC, please click here. 
 

 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

Monday 23rd March  - 1:00pm Substance Abuse 

Tuesday 21st April  - 1:00pm Online Safety 

Make your booking by emailing Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk stating your name, church, 

role and course preference. 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
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1T4 Youth Event  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still a few places available for this event – especially designed for 11-14 year olds. 

The Synod Children and Youth Committee will subsidise attendees by £100 - meaning young 

people will get a fully catered weekend of discussion, outward bound events and worship for 

only £25! 

Places can be booked via www.linktr.ee/1T4event 

http://www.linktr.ee/1T4event
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Youthscape  Essentials  – All -Round Youth Work 

Training  
 

Join members of the CYDO+ team of the United Reformed 

Church for Youthscape Essentials - an engaging and practical training course for anyone 

involved in youth work or thinking about getting started. This course helps you grow 

in confidence, understanding and skill to support young people in your context. 

Through the course you’ll explore insights into youth culture, develop core youth work skills, 

and reflect on your own leadership and faith — all rooted in Scripture and shaped by current 

research. The flexible format means some sessions will be in person (Saturday 9th May and 

Saturday 27th June in Stocksbridge) and others online, with options to choose evenings or 

mornings to suit your schedule. Whether you’re new to volunteering or want a refreshed 

foundation for your ministry, this course will equip you to work with young people more 

confidently and intentionally. 

Click https://www.youthscape.co.uk/yse/register to book and use Course Code 

2436385. 
 

Leo has 3 spare places in his car – contact him if you’d like to attend and get a lift! 

https://www.youthscape.co.uk/yse/register
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Steal Away - A Talk at Heaton Moor United Church  

 



12 

18th March 2026 

Journeying through ordinary time with Matthew  
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The Big Sing at Albion URC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The BIG SING! 

Albion United Reformed Church - Sunday 21st June 2026 - 6-8pm 

 

Good news!  It’s not often these days that we get the opportunity to sing with a large crowd of worshippers, 

but that’s exactly what’s on offer on the first day of summer. 

 

Mersey Synod’s Café Jam will be leading a BIG SING on Sunday 21st June at Albion United Reformed 

Church (Stamford Street East, Ashton-under-Lyne, OL6 6QQ).  Starting with cake and hot drinks at 6pm, it 

will be an evening of singing a wide variety of hymns and songs – some old, some new, some lively, some 

quiet, some folk-style.  With an interval at around 7.10pm with further cake and refreshments, the service 

will end at 8pm. 

 

There is limited parking at the church, ample parking in the surrounding streets, and a nearby car park. 

 

Get your tickets today and invite friends, neighbours and family for the chance to celebrate our God in 

song together! 

 

Please book via the following link:  https://bit.ly/3NmWod5 

https://bit.ly/3NmWod5
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Farewell Service for the Revd Clare Downing  



15 

18th March 2026 

The GM Live Well Spring Festival 2026  

To find out more about the many activities taking place as part of the Live 

Well Spring Festival please click here 

 

 

 

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/media/2jvieh3h/gm-live-well-spring-festival-full-programme-1.pdf
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The Together Alliance - The March to Stop 
the Far Right  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Together Alliance, which brings together individuals and organisations 

including the United Reformed Church, in opposition to the “Far Right” is 

organising a March in London on Saturday 28th March. 

 

You can find more details here - https://www.togetheralliance.org.uk/ 

 

https://www.togetheralliance.org.uk/
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Ministry Enquirers Webinar  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact ministries@urc.org.uk for joining details. 

mailto:ministries@urc.org.uk
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Free to Believe Conference 2026 
For further information and to book click here. 

 

https://freetobelieve.org.uk/conferences.html
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North Western Synod Annual Review 2025  

 

Please click here to access the Synod Annual 

Review Report 2025 

https://manchesterurc.squarespace.com/s/Synod-Annual-Review-2025.pdf
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Children, Youth and Families Worker - Gatley 
and Trinity  
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Communications Officer for Mersey Synod  
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URC Resources Hub & Helpdesk Coordinator  
• London (Hybrid) 

• Permanent contract, Full-time, 35 hours per week 

• Salary: Circa £38,599 – £40,180 per annum 

• Closing date for applications: 12 noon, Wednesday 15 April 2026 

• Interview date: Tuesday 28 April 2026 

 

Job Advert 

We are seeking a proactive and organised Hub and Helpdesk Coordinator to oversee the 

day-to-day operation of the URC Resources Hub and deliver an efficient, user-focused 

helpdesk service. 

In this role, you will be the first point of contact for enquiries, triaging and tracking queries 

through to resolution and escalating issues as needed. You will monitor Hub performance, 

flag content and technical issues, maintain service documentation and coordinate closely 

with the relevant teams and users to ensure a consistent and reliable service. 

The role also involves preparing regular performance reports and escalating risks or 

development needs, helping to support continuous improvement of the Hub’s operations. 

The successful candidate will demonstrate excellent judgement, strong risk awareness and 

confident use of IT tools. You will have outstanding communication and interpersonal skills, 

the ability to manage a complex workload within the tight deadlines and the confidence to 

act on your initiative when appropriate. 

This is an excellent opportunity for someone who thrives in a service-oriented digital 

environment. We offer you a flexible and friendly hybrid work environment from the Office 

of General Assembly in London and from home. 
 

Apply for this post 

If you are interested in working for us and can meet the above requirements, please read 

the job description and complete the job application form. 

Job description (PDF | 149kb) 

Job application form (Word | 975kb) 

Send the completed job application form to: recruitment@urc.org.uk 

Please note, we do not accept CVs. 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Job-Description-URC-Resources-Hub-Helpdesk-Coordinator.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/URC-Application-Form.docx
mailto:recruitment@urc.org.uk
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Useful Links  
 

 

Jobs & Volunteer Opportunities at the URC 

For more details please click here 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

URC News Update 

Please click here for the latest updates from around the URC 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater Manchester Live Well Newsletter 

Click here for the March Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming training & events - 
Lancashire Mind 
 

To find out more about suicide prevention training 

with the Orange Button Community Scheme click 

here 

https://urc.org.uk/jobs/
https://urc-news.org.uk/cr/AQi9nAcQ-pTWARi34s9jMLCD-hBoiNuxEvl6itINIb3E_pfwkmSjohjSNr7F1Hu2B6zWeg
https://mailchi.mp/b5574dc13cac/dit8kvhhvn-1171799?e=ffa442f4c0
https://lancashiremind.arlo.co/w/upcoming/
https://lancashiremind.arlo.co/w/upcoming/
https://www.lancashiremind.org.uk/project/suicide-prevention-training/
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What’s new at Luther King? 

For the latest Newsletter please click here 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to Daily Devotions from the URC 

Each morning the URC sends out a reading, reflection and short 

prayer which helps us to focus on our journeys of Christian 

discipleship.  Please click here for more information. 
 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/faecd505726a/whats-new-at-luther-king?e=588f8d9b9a
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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for our Prayers  
 

We invite you to pray: 

 

• For Revd Noma Morambi as she is inducted and begins her new 

ministry in the Lancashire East Missional Partnership on 21st March at 

Westbury Gardens URC 

 

• For Revd Gilbert Esambe and Florence as they begin their new 

chapter together in marriage on 27th March at Westbury Gardens URC  

 

• For the Churches who are facing difficult decisions about the future of 

their fellowships and buildings 

 

• For those involved in the discussions about the future of ministry in 

the North Western Synod 

 

• For your Ministers as they consider how best to support you 

 

• For the continued growth of church mission 


