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New YearΩs Honours List 

There were some familiar names in this yearôs New Yearôs Honours List. 

Bernie Stevens, an Elder and 

Local Leader at Cheadle Hulme 

United Reformed Church in 

Stockport, was awared an MBE 

for services to the Kinder 

Mountain Rescue Team and to 

young people and the community 

in Greater Manchester. 

 

Click here to read more about Bernie and his award on the Kinder Mountain 

Rescue Team website. 

Revd David Ireland, a Minister 

in  Oldham and Tameside, has 

been awarded a British Empire 

Medal for Services to 

Childrenôs Hospices. 

 

 

Click here to read more about David and his award on the Francis House 

Childrenôs Hospice website. 

https://kmrt.org.uk/2025/12/30/celebrating-bernie-stevens-50-years-of-service-with-an-mbe-award/
https://www.francishouse.org.uk/news/latest-news/
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Invitation from Carver Uniting Church  

On 28th December, Carver Uniting Church held itôs final act of worship in itôs Church 

building.  We had a wonderful service and shared our memories of worship and times 

we had spent together in the building.  We followed this with a Christmas lunch.  

Although this is tinged with sadness we are also excited for our new lives in our new 

church building on the high street in Windermere.  By moving, it enables us to stay 

together and continue to do Godôs work. 

So as the congregation of the Carver Church is moving, we would like to invite 

you to join us in giving thanks for all that the Carver Church building has 

meant to our congregation for over 140 years.  As we give thanks for all the 

building has meant, we also offer prayers for the future and the ongoing life of 

the URC and Methodist Churches in Windermere as we leave our Lake Road 

home for our new home at Windermere Methodist Chapel, Main Road. 

We will be pleased if you are able to join us on Saturday 31st January at 2pm in 

the Carver building.  The service will be followed by tea and cake. 

If you would like to visit our new home at the Methodist Chapel it will be open 

from 10:30am to 12:30pm on the 31st (and on Sunday for our regular 10:45 

worship). 

If you are able to let us know you are attending that will be helpfulðplease 

contact Nicola at churchsecretary71@gmail.com and we will make sure we 

have enough cups of tea. 

Nicola Brown 

Carver Uniting Church 

mailto:churchsecretary71@gmail.com
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News from Heald Green URC 

Like many congregations, Heald Green URC holds an annual Advent Appeal, selecting a 

different charity each year.  This year, the congregation chose to support Francis House 

Childrenôs Hospice in Didsbury, South Manchester.  A festive social afternoon was held to 

raise funds, as well as the many personal donations from members.  We were delighted 

that two groups who hire our premises on a regular basis also chose to support the charity. 

The Stockport Symphonic Sounds Orchestra held a concert, and one of our sewing groups 

donated a significant sum. 

In total, we raised the amazing (for us) sum of Ã930, which will be used to support the 

wonderful work of the hospice as they care not only for children and young people with life-

shortening conditions, but for their families as well. 

 



6 

фǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнс 

News from Ramsden St URC 

 

 

Here in the heart of Barrow weôve been celebrating Anne 

Stevensonôs achievement ï having looked after this community 

as Secretary for many years.  A big, big thank you to Anne and 

indeed to Heather who has picked up the reins. 

 

 

 

 

We meet on Tuesday afternoons to make and jigsaw, 

colour and create with Lego.  There is quite a lot of 

conversation going on and drinks and cake consumed 

ï of course! 

 

 

 

 

Here you see us busy finishing a óTree of Lifeô banner 

that we have created alongside the pupils at 

Greengate - our local Junior school. 

Looking forward to seeing it up on our wall soon. 

 

 

Revôd Kate Hunt 

URC Minister Cumbria Missional Partnership 
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Sacrament Training 
 

Please note change of time for the Baptism training on 20th Januaryðnow 1pm to 2.30pm. 

To book your place please contact Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Safeguarding Training 
 

Please click here for the amended URC Levels of Mandatory Safeguarding 

Training Matrix (England). 

 

Safeguarding Foundation E-Learning Course 

Please click on the following link to access the module:  Safeguarding Foundation Course 

 

Introduction to Safeguarding E-Learning Course 

Designed for those who are asked to do Foundation Level training but who already come with a 

background in safeguarding and have completed training within a professional organisation in 

the previous three years.  This course does not look at the signs and symptoms of abuse - if you need 

information on this you will need to complete Foundation level training (see above).   Please click on the 

link to access this online course: 

An Introduction to Safeguarding in the URC 

 

Online + Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training 

Please book your place by emailing Joanne at helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk providing your full name, 

your church, your role and your preferred course (level, date and time). 
 

 

Intermediate Safeguarding Training 

Wednesday 4th March 2026 - 6.30pm to 8.30pm - Online 

 

Combined Foundation + Intermediate Safeguarding Training 
Combines both Foundation and Intermediate modules instead of completing the E-Learning Foundation 

course and the Intermediate course. 

 

Wednesday 21st  January 2026 - 1.00pm to 3.30pm - Face-to-Face at Blacon URC 
121 Saughall Road, Blacon, Chester, CH1 5ET 
 

Tuesday 27th January 2026 - 2.00pm - 4.30pm - Face-to-Face at St Georgeôs URC 
Northway, Maghull, Liverpool, L31 7BG 
 

Thursday 12th February 2026 - 6.00pm to 8.00pm - Face-to-Face at Thomas Risley URC 

Glover Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PH 

 
Tuesday 17th February 2026 - 6.00pm to 8.30pm - Face-to-Face at Christ Church URC Haydock 
West End Road, Haydock, WA11 0AX 
 

Monday 2nd March 2026 ï 6.00pm to 8.30pm ï Online 

 

Monday 16th March 2026 ï 1.00pm to 3.30pm ï Online 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk


9 

фǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнс 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Advanced training will now be delivered in ONE session (including 

a short break). 

The next training sessions are: 
 

Online Advanced - Wed 25th February 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm 
 

Online Advanced - Mon 13th April 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm 

 

Church House Additional Training 

Church House ADDITIONAL training dates for 2026 can be found here. 

Make your booking by emailing: Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk stating your name, church, role and 

course preference. 
 

 

URC Learning Hub 

For more information about the courses and resources available on the URC Learning Hub please 

click here. 
 

 

Newsletter from the URC Safeguarding Team 

The quarterly Newsletters from the URC Safeguarding Team contain useful information and updates 

on all things Safeguarding.  To access the latest editions please click here 
 

 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

ñSafeguarding is a whole church responsibilityò 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Denomination-wide-safeguarding-training-003.pdf
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Further Safeguarding News 
 

Annual Safeguarding ReturnðPortal is now OPEN! 

The Annual Safeguarding Return Portal is now open to Synod Safeguarding Officers and Churches.  

As in previous years the deadline for completion is 28th February 2026. 

If you need any assistance or have any queries please contact Joanne at 

helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk or Tel: 08000 903 903. 

Yvette has scheduled an Annual Safeguarding Return Support Session next Wednesday 14th 

January 2026 at 7pm to 8pm to offer assistance with completion of the Return.  Zoom details below: 

Wednesday 14th January 2026 ï 7 PM 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89585062084?pwd=xZj1AObsOrdhfp6UBO8TjPUcE2Feml.1 

Meeting ID: 895 8506 2084 

Passcode: 959457 

 

Advanced Safeguarding Training for Ministers 

Please click here or email carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org for further information. 

mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89585062084?pwd=xZj1AObsOrdhfp6UBO8TjPUcE2Feml.1
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/training-and-webinars/
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org
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Data Protection Training 

There will be a series of online data protection training sessions taking place during the last week of 

January and the first week of February.  Further details of dates and times can be found via th ebelow 

link. 

 

Each session will run for 1 hour 45 minutes, and evening options are available starting at 7:00 PM. 

 

Why this training matters: 

Understanding and complying with GDPR is essential to protect personal data and maintain trust 

within our church communities. This training will also reinforce safeguarding responsibilities, ensuring 

that we handle sensitive information with care and integrity. 

 

Register now to secure your preferred date and time: 

Click here to register 

https://forms.office.com/e/9G1UJbQgMW
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Interim Moderator Training  

For those either serving as Steering Group Convenors or considering the 

role, we have a training session booked on 23
rd
 February 2026 from 10am 

to 2pm at the NW Synod Office. 

 

Please let me know if you wish to attend, lunch will also be provided 

(please note any dietary requirements). 

 

This training is available to those who might consider offering to do the 

Interim Moderator role, as well as those simply wanting to explore it further. 

 

Any additional questions? Email Rob Hoch at: 

learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

Best wishes 

 

Kerry Later | Office Manager & Moderator PA 

E:  office@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Induction of Liz Kam 
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Save the Dates! - Book reading group  

Whatôs the event?  A book reading group.  As we think about our New 

Yearôs Resolutions, James Clearôs Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, 

Remarkable Results, delivers an inspiring and highly accessible 

blueprint of stories and principles for achieving our goals. 
 

Who is this for?  Anyone who wants and has struggled to achieve their 

goals in ministry, vocation, or personal life, but especially for lay and 

ordained who want to see whole life growth in evangelism, social 

justice, mission, spirituality, and community building. 
 

When and how do we meet?  By Zoom, on the second Tuesday of 

each month, beginning on 13th January 2026 from 12:00 to 1:30p.m.  

We will meet again at the same time on 10th February, 10th March, 14th April, 9th June and 14th 

July. 
 

To be compliant with copyright law, each member of the group is asked to get a copy of the book, 

listed at Ã8.99 on Amazon which is linked here. 
 

How will we read the book?  Most reading groups ask you to do advance reading before you meet. 

Not here.  In this group, you donôt need to ñkeep upò with the reading; just show up.  How is that 

possible?  Each time we meet, we will nominate a group of readers.  These readers will read aloud 

for a total of about 35-40 minutes.  We will take a ten-minute wiggle break and return to talk about 

what questions or possibilities the reading has raised for us. 
 

Want to know more about James Clear?  Go to this YouTube for his TedTalk: 

https://jamesclear.com/atomic-habits 
 

More information?  Contact Rob Hoch-Yidokodiltona, Training and Learning Mentor for NWS at 

learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

Please book your place with Kerry at the Synod Office at office@nwsynod.org.uk 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Atomic-Habits-Proven-Build-Break/dp/1847941834/ref=sr_1_1?crid=224BE0U4OJ194&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9N5P0BV2mpd3kTpy70AekJGwWcBHC8fTJvuu7TmbVA93JG8uWEvTZc7jOrtVXmtXxyU5YXmzTrZZJHEQcAsjE5asYixtNOjuWZE3jqtqIrLQfbhpz9eR7NWQCUr2zBs7DutKfWBFoKeo
https://jamesclear.com/atomic-habits
mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Burns Night at New Chapel URC 
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Gospel Pantomime at Bamford and Norden URC 
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Online Event for Young People 

 

Got something to say? 

This is your space. 

Join us for an online event where 

young people can speak up, be 

heard, and help shape what comes 

next. 

¶ Tuesday 27th January 

¶ 7:00ï8:30pm 

¶ Online 

¶ All are welcome 

 

 

 

As a synod, we are looking at how we can help people in local churches be the best they can be. Whether 

youôre full of ideas, questions, hopes, or frustrations ð we want to hear from you. 

Come as you are, bring your voice, and be part of the conversation 

We will be joined by Rob Hoch, the Synodôs Learning Mentor, who will be sharing some thoughts on the 

way ahead and taking your feedback. 

Save the date & spread the word. 

 

Please contact Leo Roberts at cydo@nwsynod.org.uk for more information and joining details. 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk
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NWS Table Talk 

For more information or to book your place, please contact Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk. 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Online Acorn Retreat 
 

Stories of God at Work in the North-Western Synod 

Wednesday 28th January | 7:30pmï9:00pm 

With Michael Harvey, Lawrence Moore & Richard Bradley 
 

Come and be refreshed, encouraged, and surprised by how God 

is moving through ordinary people taking simple Acorn steps. 
 

This online retreat will gather participants from across the URC 

North Western Synod to share real stories of transformationð

moments of courage, unexpected conversations, holy 

coincidences, and the gentle power of God working through 

everyday lives. 
 

Led by Michael Harvey, Lawrence Moore, and Richard Bradley, the evening will be filled 

with humour, joy, and plenty of hope as we hear what the Spirit is doing in and through us. 
 

Whether youôre new to Acorn or have been practising it for months, this is a chance to: 

¶  Be inspired by testimonies from Acorn groups 

¶  Celebrate Godôs faithfulness across the Synod 

¶  Find fresh courage for your own next step 

¶  Enjoy community with others on the journey 
 

All are welcome ð come expectant, open, and ready to be encouraged. 
 

Online Acorn Retreat 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83864573411 

Meeting ID: 838 6457 3411 
 

If possible, please let Michael know you plan to attend @ michael@unlockingthegrowth.com 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83864573411
mailto:michael@unlockingthegrowth.com
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Youth Assembly 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still funded places available for Youth Assembly 2026 - February 27th February ï 1st March 

2026 at Kings Park Conference Centre, Northampton. 

Attendees must be Year 10 or above. 




















