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Blackburn with Darwen Community Volunteer Awards 2025 
The Townôs Community Volunteer Awards have been taking place over a good number of years 

recognising the importance of volunteering to the life of the town.  Garth Hodgkinson, CEO Community 

CVS, said the essence of Life is to serve others and to do good.  He went on to say that the Awards 

recognise what thousands of volunteers do each year in Blackburn with Darwen which is a vital part of 

the life of the Borough. 
 

This yearôs awards were held in Blackburn Rovers FC Premier Suite where 200+ people gathered to 

celebrate and mark the achievements of many different volunteer groups across the Borough.  The host 

for the evening was Graham Liver, a well-known local radio personality. 
 

As we all know, many within our local churches do lots 

of good work day by day to help other people and it is 

important to recognise this in our local communities 

which is what these community awards do.  We 

therefore want to say well done to the óCommunity 

Harmonyô Project in Blackburn which aims to provide 

meaningful, practical and emotional support to refugees, 

asylum seekers, migrants and other minority 

communities.  The group has built a thriving and 

inclusive network that reaches over 25 nationalities and 

4 different faith groups working to reduce isolation, build 

confidence and promote peaceful community cohesion.  This important community group was started and 

is nurtured week by week by Fozia and Aftab Mughal for which they were awarded the towns óPEACEô 

group award. 
 

On the same evening Derek Estill received the townôs 

óSpecial Recognitionô award for his service to Blackburn with 

Darwen through his work to help develop an inclusive 

community in and around East Blackburn, and wider afield, 

in many ways including by helping to build up good Interfaith 

relations in the town.  Derek commented that the work he 

does in and through the Blackburn with Darwen Interfaith 

Forum, which he has been a member of for 25 years 

previously serving as the Chair and currently as the 

Secretary, is important in a diverse community like 

Blackburn with Darwen and that all it takes is a little sensitivity and appreciation of one another. 

 

Fozia, Aftab and Derek are members at Westbury Gardens URC in Blackburn.  óCongratulationsô and 

ówell doneô to them. 
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We wanted to share with you a snapshot of some of our celebrations for Christmas around the Cumbria 

Missional Partnership.  We had chatted at Steering Group about where we might be being missional 

through Telling the good newsé 

 

óAt the United Church in Workington, we had a lovely Christmas Eveð'Carols 

around the Tree'.  About forty people attended the service where people call 

out the carols they wish to sing so we were 

lucky to have a mini orchestra comprising 

Alistair's sons and their friends and our new 

Methodist Minister, Rev. Emma Holroyd, 

playing the flute.ô  

Lynda Bignell 

 

 

 

 

 

In Dalton Community Church we enjoyed a nativity with a difference where 

everyone was invited to bring a favourite toy dressed as part of the nativity. 

Many a cherished teddy was adorned with crown and shepherdsô crooks 

alongside Disneyôs Stitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christingles were shared across South Cumbria from Grange to Ramsden St, 

in Dalton and Askam, and on Christmas Eve in re:new.  Ages ranged from 4 to 

104 - with the children at Chapel St Infants and the residents at Staveley 

House Care Home.  We held Godôs love for the world in our hands.  Sometimes, 

a friend joined in to help us understand  - Mr Tingle ï Chris Tingle - a large 

puppet with huge cocktail sticks and sweeties! 
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At Trinity in Barrow, Helen led the celebration Midnight in Bethlehem 

Communion on Christmas Eve at 9am.  Tim the manager of our re:new 

project takes the selfie! 

 

 

 

 

 

Up in Carlisle, Lisa and church community  have been celebrating at 

their new membersô service on 21st December, by collecting Toys for 

the Salvation Army and in sharing their Guild Christmas lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kendal URC sponsored a tree at the Parish Church Christmas Tree Festival 

this last Christmas.  The theme was a Christmas Carol and we chose ñHark 

the Herald Angels Singò.  A big thank you to everyone who helped decorate 

the tree, we had some superb angels, as you can see from the attached 

photo.  All monies raised went to our chosen charity, which this time was 

Waste into Wellbeing.  Iôm pleased to say that we managed to collect 

Ã326.54 for them. 

Sheila Andrews  
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Warm Welcome Week at The Meeting Place, Chorley 
 

January 19th - 25th is Warm Welcome Week - during which the Warm Welcome 

campaign shines a light on the UKôs thousands of Warm Welcome Spaces and shows the 

remarkable difference they make to peopleôs lives. 

 

The Meeting Place at The Hollinshead Centre, Chorley URC, marked Warm Welcome Week 

on Wednesday 21st with colourful decorations and cake and invited the mayor and mayoress 

of Chorley to come along and find out more about The Meeting Place. 

 

It was a particularly busy session with 76 visitors and we served 40 free lunches to people 

from a variety of backgrounds: isolated older folk, people struggling with addiction, people 

sleeping on the streets, refugees and asylum seekers. 

 

The Meeting Place is open every Wednesday and Thursday from 10am until 2pm, every 

week of the year, and has been running for nearly five years. 

 

Andy Littlejohns 

Church Related Community Minister - Chorley United Reformed Church 
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Safeguarding Training 
 

Please click here for the amended URC Levels of Mandatory Safeguarding 

Training Matrix (England). 

 

Safeguarding Foundation E-Learning Course 

Please click on the following link to access the module:  Safeguarding Foundation Course 

 

Introduction to Safeguarding E-Learning Course 

For those who have a background in safeguarding and have completed training within a professional 

organisation in the previous three years.  This course does not look at the signs and symptoms of abuse 

- if you need information on this you will need to complete Foundation level training (see above). 

An Introduction to Safeguarding in the URC 

 

Online + Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training 

Please book your place by emailing Joanne at helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk providing your full name, 

your church, your role and your preferred course (level, date and time). 

 
 

Intermediate Safeguarding Training 

Wednesday 11th March 2026 - 6.30pm to 8.30pm - Online 

 
 

Combined Foundation + Intermediate Safeguarding Training 
Combines both Foundation and Intermediate modules instead of completing the E-Learning Foundation 

course and the Intermediate course. 

 
Monday 2nd March 2026 ï 6pm to 8.30pm ï Online 

 

Wednesday 11th March 2026 ï 1.00pm to 3.30pm ï Online 

 

 

Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Advanced training will now be delivered in ONE session (including a short break). 
 

Online Advanced - Wed 4th March 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (with a break) 
 

Online Advanced - Mon 13th April 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm (with a break) 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Church House Additional Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

URC Learning Hub 

For more information about the courses and resources available on the URC Learning Hub please 

click here. 
 

Newsletter from the URC Safeguarding Team 

The quarterly Newsletters from the URC Safeguarding Team contain useful information and updates 

on all things Safeguarding.  To access the latest editions please click here 
 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

ñSafeguarding is a whole church responsibilityò 

Thursday 5th February  - 1:00pm  Refugees + Asylum Seekers inc Modern Slavery 

Tuesday 24th February - 7:00pm Elders as Trustees 

Thursday 5th March  - 1:00pm DDC Verifiers Training + Safer Recruitment 

Monday 23rd March  - 1:00pm Substance Abuse 

Tuesday 21st April  - 1:00pm Online Safety 

Make your booking by emailing Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk stating your name, church, 

role and course preference. 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
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Further Safeguarding News 
 

Annual Safeguarding ReturnðPortal is now OPEN! 

The Annual Safeguarding Return Portal is now open to Churches.  As in previous years the deadline 

for completion is 28th February 2026. 

If you need any assistance or have any queries please contact Joanne at 

helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk or Tel: 08000 903 903. 

 

Advanced Safeguarding Training for Ministers 

Please click here or email carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org for further information. 

Data Protection Training 

Details of dates and times can be found via the link below. 

Register now to secure your preferred date and time: 

Click here to register 

mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/training-and-webinars/
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org
https://forms.office.com/e/9G1UJbQgMW
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Interim Moderator Training  

For those either serving as Steering Group Convenors or considering the 

role, we have a training session booked on 23
rd
 February 2026 from 10am 

to 2pm at the NW Synod Office. 

 

Please let me know if you wish to attend, lunch will also be provided 

(please note any dietary requirements). 

 

This training is available to those who might consider offering to do the 

Interim Moderator role, as well as those simply wanting to explore it further. 

 

Any additional questions? Email Rob Hoch at: 

learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

Best wishes 

 

Kerry Later | Office Manager & Moderator PA 

E:  office@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Lundie Memorial Award Recipient 

The Lundie Memorial Award celebrates the good work an individual child or young person 

is doing for their church and community.  Each month, a medal and certificate will be 

awarded to one of the nominated children and young people, along with a financial gift of 

Ã100 to be spent to benefit children and / or young people in the church, synod or local 

community, however the award winner chooses. 

 

The most recent recipient is Francesca, aged 7, from North Blackburn United Reformed 

Church. 

 

She was sponsored by church and community members to have 20 inches cut from her 

hair, which has been donated, along with more than Ã800 in sponsor money raised, to the 

Little Princess Trust (The Little Princess Trust) for children with cancer.  Her donation will 

be used to make wigs for other children undergoing chemotherapy. 

 

 
 

If you would like to nominate a child or young person for the award, details and application 

form can be found at Lundie Memorial Award - United Reformed Church 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/
https://urc.org.uk/your-church/family-friendly-church/lundie-memorial-awards/
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Your Voice Matters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calling all young people (11+) 
 

Have you something to say about what the Church should be, or is, doing?  Your voice matters 

and should be heard! 
 

Log in on: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84952201001?pwd=ITHP1a1bYUIac2pUoXX2UtzJtnWF8A.1 
 

Meeting ID: 849 5220 1001 

Passcode: 095436 
 

We need to hear from you! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84952201001?pwd%3DITHP1a1bYUIac2pUoXX2UtzJtnWF8A.1&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0jcAZBTObCUMaZZUQXzGzS
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Talking AboutΧ The ABCs of LGBTQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The first session of Talking Abouté in 2026 is on Wednesday, 18th February at 7pm. 

 

Book your free place at www.bit.ly/T4lkingAbout.  The session will last 1 hour ï come with your 

experiences and questions. 

http://www.bit.ly/T4lkingAbout
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Who are Generation Alpha? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join members of the CYDO+ team of the United Reformed Church for this 90-minute deep dive 

into Generation Alpha.  Together weôll explore who Gen Alpha are, how they engage with the world, 

and what it means to support young people who are curious, creative and often pre-Christian.  This 

session will equip those working with children and young people with insights and practical ideas to 

help shape youth ministry that genuinely connects with this emerging generation. 

 

Click here to book a place. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/youthscape-essentials-deep-dive-session-tickets-1980364683077?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Limitless Festival 2026 
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Online Acorn Retreat 
 

Stories of God at Work in the North-Western Synod 

Wednesday 28th January | 7:30pmï9:00pm 

With Michael Harvey, Lawrence Moore & Richard Bradley 
 

Come and be refreshed, encouraged, and surprised by how God 

is moving through ordinary people taking simple Acorn steps. 
 

This online retreat will gather participants from across the URC 

North Western Synod to share real stories of transformationð

moments of courage, unexpected conversations, holy 

coincidences, and the gentle power of God working through 

everyday lives. 
 

Led by Michael Harvey, Lawrence Moore, and Richard Bradley, the evening will be filled 

with humour, joy, and plenty of hope as we hear what the Spirit is doing in and through us. 
 

Whether youôre new to Acorn or have been practising it for months, this is a chance to: 

¶  Be inspired by testimonies from Acorn groups 

¶  Celebrate Godôs faithfulness across the Synod 

¶  Find fresh courage for your own next step 

¶  Enjoy community with others on the journey 
 

All are welcome ð come expectant, open, and ready to be encouraged. 
 

Online Acorn Retreat 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83864573411 

Meeting ID: 838 6457 3411 
 

If possible, please let Michael know you plan to attend @ michael@unlockingthegrowth.com 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83864573411
mailto:michael@unlockingthegrowth.com
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NWS Table Talk 

For more information or to book your place, please contact Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk. 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Clitheroe URCΩs Journey to Gold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are warmly invited to an Eco Church Workshop: Clitheroe URCôs Journey to Gold, led by 

Dr Isabel Lamb, the Clitheroe URC Eco Church Group, and the NW Synodôs Green Apostles. 

This workshop is for churches who are: 

¶ exploring becoming an Eco Church, or 

¶ already an Eco Bronze Church and wishing to progress to Silver or Gold 

 

Members of Clitheroe URC ï our Gold Eco Church in the Synod ï will share practical insights 

from their journey, including: 

¶ what they did for each section of the Eco Church survey 

¶ how they presented evidence 

¶ learning along the way, with time for Q & A and shared discussion 

 

We will also reflect on the onward journey ï what life looks like after achieving Gold and how to 

sustain momentum. 

 

Come along to be encouraged, inspired and supported as we care for Godôs creation together. 
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FaithTalk webinar ς Preparing for Easter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday 28th January 2026 from 7-8pm. 

 

We will gather to chat about ways we can engage those around us in the Easter 

story, and its power to transform lives.  Do join us for the conversation, ready to 

share ideas and resources that you have used. 

 

Please register for the webinar here. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784
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Lay Training Taster Sessions 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare for the next academic year at Luther King Theological College 

(formerly Northern College), we would like to invite you, and anyone you 

know who may be interested, to our upcoming taster sessions for the Church 

Leadership Programme (CLP) and the Assembly Accredited Lay 

Preacher Programme (AALP). 

 

The taster sessions will take place online via Zoom: 

¶ AALP: 29th January, 7ï8pm 

¶ CLP:  12th February, 7ï8pm 

 

These sessions are open to anyone who would like to learn more about the 

programmes, as well as prospective students. 

 

We are also in the process of launching a new website over the next month 

or two.  In the meantime, further information about both programmes can be 

found here: 

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people 

 

If you would like to attend one or both sessions, please email Christine at 

Christine.Hufton@lutherking.ac.uk 

 

 

https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people
mailto:Christine.Hufton@lutherking.ac.uk
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Racial Justice Sundayτ8th February 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Racial Justice Sunday is an opportunity for all churches to reflect on the importance of 

racial justice, to give thanks for the gifts and beauty of human diversity, and to commit 

to end racism and acts of discrimination.  

 

For more information and a link to resources please click here. 

https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/racial-justice-sunday-8-february-2026/
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Faith in Action Webinars 
 




















