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Blackburn with Darwen Community Volunteer Awards 2025

The T®w@ommunity Volunteer Awar ds have been takir
recognising the importance of wvolunteering to the
CVs, said the essence of Life is to serve others
recognise what thousands of volunteers do each yeas

the |ife of the Borough.

Thi s @&yeaawar ds wer e hel d in Blackburn Rovers FC Pr e

celebrate and mark the achievements of many differ

for the evening waskn@rwanh dno clailvera,dia weelrlsonal ity.
As we al |l know, many within

of good work day by day to h
i mportant to recognise this
whi ch i s wha't these communi
therefore want t o s@gogmmuenlilt y

Har momryoj ect i nwhBlcahc kdiumsn t o
meaningful, practical and e mc
asyl um seeker s, mi grants a
communities. The group has

i nclusive network that reach:

4 different faith groups worl
confidence and promote peaceful community cohesion
is nurtured week by week by Fozia and AftalPEM@EN al
group award.

On t he s ame evening Der ek® Est

Gpeci al R@&ovag di tfioan hi s service
Dar wen t hrough hi s wor k to h
community in and around East B
in many ways including by helpi
relations in the town. Der ek
does in and through the Bl ackl
For um, whi ch he has been a m

previously serving as t he Ch
Secretary, i s i mportant in a
Bl ackburn with Darwen and that al/|l it takes is a |

Fozi a, Aftab and Derek are members atCoWgstah dmpd Ga
Gvel | 6tdm nteh e m.
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We wanted to share with you a snapshot of some of
Mi ssi onal Partnership. We had chatted at Steerin
through Tellinrfg the good news

At the United Church in Workind@tCam,olw
around the Tree'. About forty peopl e
out the carols they wish to sing so v
l ucky to have a mini Vs S A RS > mp T
Al'istair's sons and t m -

Met hodi st Mi nister,
pl aying6the flute.

Lynda Bignell

I n Dalton Community Church we enjoyed
everyone was invited to bring a favou
Many a cherished teddy was adodcmweod kw
alongsi d® ®Diisnely.

o
Cuddly Nativity Service at Dalton
Community Church

Christingles were shared across Sout ron

in Dalton and Askam, and on Chri st ma ne
104with the children at Chapel St I nfants and th
House Care Home& |Weehélod G&Gheéd worl d i :
a friend joined in -tMoe Hrein@hreiss uTaidrdgds
puppet with huge cocktail =sticks and
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At Trinity in Barrow, Hel en | ed ¢t h
Communion on Christmas Eve at 9am.
project takes the selfiel

Up in Carlisle, Lisa and church <co
their newdssme mbeEéDenemdiher , by coll e
the Salvation Army and in sharing t

Kendal URC sponsored a tree at the
this |l ast Christmas. The t heme fHwars
the Heral d oAMghbeilgs tShhanmgk you t o ever
the tree, we had some superb angel
phot o. Al monies raised went t o
Waste into Weldlbedsnegd t ol say that
A326.54 for them.

Sheil a Andrews
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Warm Welcome Week at The Meeting Place, Chorley

January- 2l%tthh i s War m We ldcuaonmen g Wewehki ¢ h t he War m We
campadhinnes a | i&@htt homsahds UKf Warm Wel come Space:
remarkabl e differendeltilhey.make to peopl e

The Meeting Place at The Hollinshead Centre, Chorl
on Wednesday 21st with colounffithedenaymoat iamms marydr @

of Chorley to come along and find out more about T

It was a particularly busy session with 76 visitorl

from a variety of backgrounds: isolated older fol
sl eeping on the streets, refugees and asylum seeke]
The Meeting Place is open every Wednesday and Thu
week of the year, and has been running for nearly

Andy Littlejohns
Church Related Com@hoit gyMiUmii $teelr Ref or med Chur ch
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Safeguarding Training

Pl easeheaerfecoack t he amended URC Level s
Training Matrix (England).

VI 'y S
Safeguardi ng HcecuwmmrdatnigonCokr s e

Pl ease click on the follo%imhgolamdki no Recrrdast itdhre OGo

I ntroduction tolL&afegogr @ongseE&

For those who have a background in safeguarding ar
organi sation in the previous three years. This col
-if you need information on this you wil!/ need to c

An I ntroduction to Safeguarding in the URC

Onl itheFatcdeace Safeguarding Training

Pl ease book your placéeebypydemai@dhive g pddaamdg .n@gk your
your church, vyour role and your preferred course (I

|l nt er medi ate Safeguarding Training
Wednesday 11t h-6Ma3rOcphm 2t002®@3.1 3 (iem

Combined Foundation + I ntermediate Safeg
Combines both Foundation and I ntermedia@aarnimog uFesn c
course and the I ntermediate course.

Monday 2nd Mia@rxrh (20285080 p me

Wednesday 11t hi Mal0 GCpgm 2t0& &8n. | 3i Onpem

Advanced Safeguarding Training

Advanced training wil!/ now be delivered in ONE sess
Online AdWedcddh Matébcphm® 2020w t h a br eak)

Online AdWancé8th A@rpiA. 2 t h a break)


https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Church House Additional Training

Thursday 5th FlehbOrOwBefyugees + Asylum Seekers inc
Tuesday 24t h FebOrOupBf gers as Trustees

Thursday 5th MarOcOhpDDC Veri fiers Training + Saf el
Monday 23rd Malr:cOhOpSubst ance Abuse

Tuesday 21st AlprOiOlpOml i ne Safety

Make your bookiEmymahWweamaiclGus gatirmgg ugkour name,

role and course preference.

URC Learning Hub

For more information about t he cour ses and resour

cl ihek e

Newsl|l etter from the URC Safeguarding Te

The quarterly NewslSatftegrusarfdi oam tTreamUROGNt ain usefu
on all things Safeguarding. Tohercecess the | atest

Safeguarding Contact s

Yvette H&RondDbhuwusymod Safeguasdifirgudf fdiogrm@nwsynod. or
Gener al Safeguardehgt i Qugeri@ssafeguarding training
Safeguardi me | pedeens ko@nwsynod. or g. uk

ASafeguarding is a whol@&® church r


https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
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Further Safeguarding News

Annual Saf eguadrPoirntgalReitsurnnow OPEN!

The Annual Safeguardi ngetRetQhwmr cPloed.al As inmowprevi c
for comp28etthi ofne birsuary 2026.

| f you need any assistance or have any qu
hel pdesk@nwsvymod.Tedg. ©B0O0O0 903 903.

Advanced Safeguarding Training for Mini

Pl easehecrba c&mai 1 i e. kaundaf@urr cf. wrkt. berg i nf or mat i

Minister’s Advanced
Safeguarding Training

Each course will last 4.5 hours, delivered across 2 Zoom sessions

Please click the link below the relevant date to go to the booking form.

The zoom link will then be sent the week before.

Thursday 15" Jan 1-3pm and Thursday 22" Jan 1-3.30pm
Booking Form for Advanced Training for Ministers March — Fill in form

Tuesday 3™ March 10am-12noon and Tuesday 10% March 10am-12.30pm
Booking Form for Advanced Training for Ministers March — Fill in form

The
United Wednesday 6 May 1-3pm and Wednesday 13" May 1-3.30pm

Reformed Booking Form for Advanced Training for Ministers May — Fill in form
Church

Safeguarding
Monday 5% October 1-3pm and Monday 12" October 1-3.30pm
Booking Form for Advanced Training for Ministers October — Fill in form

www.urc.org.uk

00e0®06

Data Protection Training

Details of dates and times can be found via the I
Register now to secure your preferred date and tir
Click here to register



mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/training-and-webinars/
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.uk.org
https://forms.office.com/e/9G1UJbQgMW
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Interim Moderator Training

For those either serving as Steering Group Co
role, we have a trai niFreg rsueas syi a2r0 260 o kr eodn oln0 anB
to 2pm at the NW Synod Office.

Pl ease | et me know i f you wish to attend, [ u
(pl ease note any dietary requirements).

This training is available to those who might
I nterim Moderator role, as well as those si mpl
Any additional questions? Emai l Rob Hoch at:

|l earningmentor @nwsynod. org. uk

Best wi s hes

Kerry Later | Office Manager & Moderator PA
E:of fice@nwsynod. org. uk



mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Lundie Memorial Award Recipient

The Lundie Memori al Award celebrates the good work
is doing for their church and community. Each mo
awarded to one of the nominated children and young
A100 to be spent to benefit children and / or youl
community, however the award winner chooses.

The most recent recipient i s Francesca, aged 7, fo
Church.

She was sponsored by church and community members
hair, which has been donated, along with more than
Littl e Pr (Trhcee slsi tTirlues tP)fioeri ielswir tefm ucsatn c e r . Her donat i
be used to makehwiwmaedrogoiondheahemot herapy.

I f you would |Iike to nominate a child or young per
form can bLeunfdouen dMeanto r-iUali t AdamReéf or med Chur ch



https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/
https://urc.org.uk/your-church/family-friendly-church/lundie-memorial-awards/
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Your Voice Matters

. SPEAK UP - BE HEARD - MAKE A CHANGE'

L SYOURZ -

®. VOICE. 3
MATTERS S

ONLINE EVENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
() TUESDAY, JANUARY 27T

w » (© 7:00pm - 8:30pM Ry

~ » O LVEON Z0OM - ALL ARE WELCOME! 15

-

-\t SHARE YOUR VOICE % SHAPE THE FUTURE! ‘ »

‘ ¥ R » ;

Calling all young people (11+)

Have you something to say about what the Church
and should be heard!

Log in on:

https://usO6web. zoom. us/ j/84952201001?pwd=1THPlalt

Meeting I D: 849 5220 1001
Passcode: 095436

We need to hear from you!


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84952201001?pwd%3DITHP1a1bYUIac2pUoXX2UtzJtnWF8A.1&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0jcAZBTObCUMaZZUQXzGzS
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Talking About... The ABCs of LGBTQ

Taking About
9

Faith in Action

ABC’s of LGBTQ+ inclusive language

A place to start learning about the LGBTQ+ Community
With space for asking of questions about how
to support Children & Young people

Wednesday 18™ Feb 7-8pm
https://bit.ly/T4alkingAbout

The first sessid@nnoRO0ZWedbegdAdAPebtB8ary. at 7pm

(

Book your fwew. Ipiltacley/aTt4]l kTmg Abessi oni cwaonmd wiatsht ylc
experiences and questions.



http://www.bit.ly/T4lkingAbout
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Who are Generation Alpha?

Youthscape Essentials Deep Dive

Generation Alpha
Curious, Creative and Pre-Christian

Want to know more about how this generation
explores and builds faith? Over 90 mins we’ll

explore who Gen Alpha are—and how to shape
youth ministry that really connects with them.

Monday 16" March

‘ 7pm to 8.30pm
To book your place

The
United
Reformed
Church Youth

Join membeQYsDCot+f ttehaem of t he Unitfeadr Rtediiiosuri@d dGheupr ct
i nto Generation Allpheax.pl o eg emhtne rGewe Al pha ar e, how
and what it means to support young peethlre swhanar e
session wil/| equip those working with children an
help shape youth ministry that genuinely connects

Cl ihcekrteo book a pl ace.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/youthscape-essentials-deep-dive-session-tickets-1980364683077?aff=oddtdtcreator

Limitless Festival 2026

<4 QL&MWL?E% \ED 5 - SUN 8™ AUB

LIMITLESSFESTIVAL.CO.UK

Limitless Festival is a vibrant summer As God breaks out in our lives, we
gathering for young people, featuring breakout into the world! So what does it
dynamic ministry and a packed look like to represent Jesus though
programme of activities, sports, events, mission, justice, social action and
seminars, workshops, and late night evangelism?

venues.

Are you 11 or over and under 18, involved in the United Reformed Church and
interested in going to this great event?

For more details contact:
Rev Andrew Willetts mdoandrew@urcwestmidlands.org.uk 07828195831 or
Rev Sally Willetts mdosally@urcwestmidlands.org.uk 07828110639

2

We book as a group; our group information can be found here:

Group for
The Evangelism
United And
Reformed Renewal

Church Youth within the United
Reformed Church
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Online Acorn Retreat

Stories of God at-WeWetkrhnSyhedNor't

Wednesday 28th Jdadupmy | 7:30pm
Wi tMh c hael Har vey, Lawrence Moore ¢
Come and be refreshed, encouraged,

is moving through ordinary peopl e

Wﬂ This online retreat wi || gat her p

North Western BSgabdsdfortsrtham &f or ma t

VI ATIONAL CHURCH mo ment s of cour age, unexpected
coincidences, and the gentle powe
everyday | ives.

Led Niychael ,Hawvewnce 6 Ma®idehard ,Bradkbeyvening wil

wi hbmour, joy, andsplwenthye aocf whoape t he Spirit is doi

Whet hereyoeaw to Acorn or have been practising it f
fBe inspired by testimonies from Acorn groups
TCel ebr a& ef &Giotdhf ul ness across the Synod

TFind fresh courage for your own next step

TEnjoy community with others on the journey
Al are welbbmemexpectant, open, and ready to be enc
Online Acorn Retreat

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/ 83864573411
Meeting | D: 838 6457 3411

I f possible, please | et Micmaelhalhdounyoekplnan hteg r &


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83864573411
mailto:michael@unlockingthegrowth.com

NWS Table Talk

For more information or to boo&f yooe@pWagceodpbease

Table 1alk in the NWS

As a part of NWS Table Talk series, please join Rob Hoch-
Yidokodiltona, Training and Learning Mentor (NWS) and
AALP Tutor for Luther Theological College for a
conversation on the topic of Pulpit Talk for Climate
Justice and Creation Repair.

Thursday, 29 January,
Tlam - 12:30pm
in person at the Synod
Office or online by Zoom

RSVP office@nwsynod.org.uk



mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Clitheroe URC’s Journey to Gold

)

The North Western Synod W Eco ’ CHURCH

I., United Reformed Church

ECO CHURCH

Let's pledge to gift our future a greener environment.

You are warmly invited to an E&o JOmumely Waor kGsoh odp, :
Dr | sabel Lamb, the Clitheroe URCBEGOoe€huApbsGlesg
This workshop is for churches who are:
1 exploring becoming an Eco Church, or
] already an Eco Bronze Church and wishing to pro

Member s of Cliiotulre rtGmd dUREC o Chuirwihl i ns htahree Spyrnaocdt i ¢ a
from their journey, including:
] what they did for each section of the Eco Churc
1 how they presented evidence
] l earning along the way, with time for Q & A and

We wi | | al so refl ecitwhoant tlhief eo nlwoaakds jloiukken eayf t er ach
sustain moment um.

Come along to be encouraged, insp&Bredeanhdosuppget:t
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FaithTalk webinar - Preparing for Easter

FaithTalk

webinar

Join us on Wednesday 28pm.January 2026 from 7

We wi | | gat her to chat about ways we can engage t
story, and its power to transform I|ives. Do joir
share ideas and resources that you have used.

Pl ease registemhefer the webinar


https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/faith-talk-webinars-4796784
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Lay Training Taster Sessions

*‘l\\Luther King

As we prepare for the next academic year at Luther
(formerly Northern College), we would Ilike to iny
know who may be interested, to ©hiur alpcoming taster
Leader ship Pr o g raannime tAk(sCelLnitb)| vy Accredited Lay
Preacher Progr.amme (AALP)

The taster sessions will take place online via Zoo
AALP: 29t h Ja&mBpmry,
CLP: 12t h FeHh@pumary,

These sessions are open to anyone who would 1ike
programmes, as well as prospective student s.

We are tahsopimcess of | aunching a new website over
or t wo . I'n the meanti me, further i nformation abolt

found here:
https:/ /www. |l utherkingf elcapreko/pdeur ses/ training

I f you would I|i ke to attend one or both sessions,
Christine. Hufton@ utherking. ac. uk



https://www.lutherking.ac.uk/courses/training-for-lay-people
mailto:Christine.Hufton@lutherking.ac.uk
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Racial Justice Sunday—8th February 2026

LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOUR

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 08.02.26

Raci al Justice Sunday is an opportunity for al
racial justice, to give thanks for the gifts
to end racism and acts of discrimination.

For more information and a@aelrienk to resources p


https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/racial-justice-sunday-8-february-2026/
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Faith in Action Webinars






























