iR

TSN W

N

B
L

3
3
;

[IaGD

S |
s
|




HYy UK b2@SYOSNI HAHp

Inside this issue ...
D22R bSgé¢a {02NASA

Penwortham URC - A New Program of Community Events led by our Family Worker
News from Hallfold URC

1

1

1 Bullseye for Revd Jim Williams and Henry
1 Good News from DARE
1
1
1

News from Bury Churches

News from Through the Roof
6Le Val | i Th¥\WwdlddnsianiCalendar for 2026

Learning Events

1 Sacrament Training

 Safequarding Training

 Church House Additional Safequarding Training

Save the Date

Christmas at the Margins i An Advent Bible Study Group
Waiting for the Light: Advent Online Retreat

Stand with Refugees

Joint Advent Carol Service with Bethlehem
20sf 40s Gathering

Father Christmas will be at New Chapel URC!
Joint URC i Pfalz Advent Service

Save the Dates! - Book Reading Group
Stepwise Faith Filled Worship 2026

FaithTalk webinar fi Preparing for Easter

Online Acorn Retreat
NWS Table Talk

= =4 4 -4 -4 -4 A A _—a -5 -2 -2

Synod and URC

26.in 26

Place for Hope & the North Western Synod

Buying community energy locally EDM and new report
Weaving Trust

Request for Tech -Savvy Volunteers

Community Hub Co -ordinator: The Dandelion Community
Useful Links

=A =4 -4 -8 —a —a A

for our Prayers ...

1 Please pray for others around our Synod, Church, and World




HYy UK b2@SYOSNI HAHp

Penwortham URC - A New Program of Community
Events led by our Family Worker

Over the last 10 months Penwortham
URC has seen a significant increase in
community involvement and participation
with their new community events
organised and led by their Family Worker
- Katie Drew, with lots of help from the
Elders, congregation and volunteers.

We have started a new musical themed

baby and toddler group. At 'Tiger Tots
Music Club' we sing nursery rhymes, popular songs and hymns. Children are taught
and encouraged to play simple rhythms and sing along. Adults are also encouraged
to sing along too. With over 54 people attending the first session we have seen there
is a demand for a welcoming, community driven group where we put kindness first.
We have created a great community atmosphere for young families and their carers.

Messy Church has also grown in numbers since the relaunch began in April 2025.
We had over 80 people attend our Messy Church in September. It was amazing to
see the church full during worship and song. We have also seen that people who
have attended Tiger Tots have then attended Messy Church and want to join in at
other events at our church.
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We have lots of exciting events planned over the Christmas period including a Christmas
Wreath making workshop, a Christmas Fair and coffee morning, a Christingle Service
and a Carol Service featuring a performance from our new Community Choir - run by
our Family worker.

The Community Choir started in February and was one of the first activities organised
by our Family Worker. We have seen the numbers increase to now over 23 members
with an age range of 27 - 82. Our choir is free of charge and we make sure to provide
refreshments. The aim of our choir is to focus on the health benefits of singing.
Community group singing is proven to reduce loneliness and foster and encourage
friendships - already we have testimonies from our members who have felt less alone
since joining our group and have also now started attending other events at our church.
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News from Hallfold URC

Hall fold URC marked Safeguarding Sunday by encour a

the ways we keep safe, especially items we might w
It turns out that bubble wrap is not a popular <c¢h
were fun to try on, the children thought that maki
uncomfortabl e. The |l esson the adults took from th
though it might make us wuncomfortable at ti mes.

The more mature members thé&hel womane @f totcoutrsa nsge tomo n

how we as a church can emp@wampweme mhfi sl li oowil ugl ede =
the Unite®r lagé onhdHea mpoarilgdn t o eradicate violence
girl s, including some of the alarming statistics t
and girls intentionally killed each year.

UN Women is encouraging people to tHMaeemiae®" in 16
December and has | ots of information on the UN Wom

Cl ihcekiteo read mor e.

.



https://www.unwomenuk.org/
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Bullseye for Revd Jim Williams and Henry

Revd Ji m Wil |l i ams (Lancashire W
/“ Partnership Minister) and his soi
'v’é‘,f |l ifelong ambition to appear in th
&v we-k hown) <c¢| as sBucl IgsueiyZehotugw f i |l | ed
H with | aughter-hedates, pandeki ghthe s
é qui etly carried |l essons t hat spe
E‘ journey of i fe. Revd Jim and He
NS Street Life Charity in Blackpool,
JIM.8:HENRY providing emergency shelter t o
homel ess young -pBopheBhgekpadaél an
£550 surrounding areas. Revd Jim and
opportunity to tell hibemist ory of |

bui btdeerbecoming a vicar.

Revd Jim reflected i n hi s Chri st
Theol ogy of Bullseye and explored
and see what this strange pulpit teaches about pur

1. Step Up and Take Your Throw

|l Bul |l seygent estants stand before thai mMaandotahdowith
Life offers us the same inviti@dbdowr ckEachegayouwr
i ntenti onsdanodurastkaelde nttess step forward boldly. We d
Someti mes our aim wavers. Someti mes we miss altog
true courage is simply in showing wup and trying.

participation. Growth begins when we dare to take

2. Lok at Wh atd/ & oWoli@eosuslodn s o f Refl ecti on

One of the most Memdsapee whiemesa icomntestant failed
prifteok at whé&t wooQrf!tceonultdhi s was said gently, al wa
it carries a deeper message. Al | of us have momen
mi sded eams Wwe pduirdsmnue, chances we | et slip, ki ndnes
point is not to shame ourselves, but to | earn. Re
more truly the next time. The phrase becomes not a

3. Gratitude for the Everyday Prizes

Bul |l swage famous for iteahsebée pacuesm egiefamer s, de
that seemed ordinary but useful . I'n a world obse
these simple prizes remind us that real joy is o
friendship, health, a warm home, meaningful work,

abilityrlhios siasy,enougbWhEnamegltaanehut o appreciate s
di scover that |ife is rich beyond measur e.
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4. The Star Prize Gambl e: Faith and Discernment

At the end of the show, cont &@s twamt sf oad o utlhde rhiospke eov
greater refsamd. pr Tdiess gaanbilcad uceossr oade. Somet i me
are called to ta&tocbeavngecwmfoiskdehind in purs
calling. Ot her fHiomels , onwitod ovhfad aybo,ui sharvet. reckl ess
di scerning. The gamble teaches wus to |listen <car e

choices with both courage and peace.

5. A Final Word: Joy I s Sacred

Freddi e Fhumoo&f cBelelry ul presence, and the spirit
heart . And so it teaches us one final truth: joy
the seriousness of our daily responsibilities, we |
May we step up with courage, aim with purpose, | ea
bl essings, and never | osyo w Uiraifseats ea odfi tj ogyf. B WFlolry .t
The game can be found on | TVX. Originally aired 1
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Good News from DARE (Darwen Asylum seeker Refugee
Enterprise)

Wel come to our New Operations Manager

We are delighted to introduc
joined DARE as our new Opera
October 2025. Gemma brings

perfectly suited to our di v
background in teaching ESOL,
and being a youth and family
churches. Her passion for <co
evident i n her d1sohvee sopfe alkasn gtuh
four f-hméenthley rich |ife exper
di fferent countries. Her (

management skulltler,alcromsder st anding and genuine con
DARE's mission. We're thrilled to have her on bo
energy she brings to our community.

Building Trust, Breaking Fear: PCOs and
Taking advantage of the half term break, the DARE

in Darwen hosted a special Teddy Bear's COP Picnic
t wo wonderful purposes: it provided a great hal f t
our regul ar-i mp,aremdc idfriopal 'y t o welcome the childre
are at school
The picnic's most i mportant r
wel coming face of the police
fears of i nteraction wi t h t
services. This goal was espe

and children supported by the
Enterprise ( DARE) . The pr e
Community Officers (PCOs) was
joyful, s afher,eagdrechi m@gn environn
to mingle with children and f
successfully hel ped t o humar

fostering positive relations

foundation of trust in the nei

As we watched barriers dissolve between wuniforms ¢
drives out fear"”™ (1 John 4:18). This simple picni
and +tmuudtdi ng, demonstrating how smal/l acts of we |
| asting bonds within our community.
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A Feast of Fun and Fell owship
. The atmosphere was electric with f
the Iively round of '"Pass the Parc
" hunt around the church. A particu
for children to try on police unif
vehicle, bringing squeals of del i g

as officers for the day.

Attendees enjoyed an abundance of

hosted t he event and i s founded 0

everyone felt truly welcome at the

sweet treat s, and even a fun popc

I nclusi on, Safety, Love, Kindness

spread was a gift from our gener o

The Heart of the Event: Volunteers and C

The overwhel ming success of the Teddy Bear's Picni

and tireless dedication of our volunteers and | oca

1 Teddy Bear Donati ons: The tra ¢
by the generous donations o rom
communi ty. We were particu t he
| ocal teenager who delivere col
teddi es, al | freshly washed e gi
home with the children takir

1 Volunteers and Food: The o f f o
supplies provided a wonder e ou
volunteers workédetthcngdubl
games, serving food, and en I d h
memor abl e, and safe experiert

1 URC Mi ssi on Enabl ers Fund: unds
casework and craft resources¢

This event was a power f ul T U i stia

our commi t ment to buil ding a mor e inclusive and

communi ty. A huge thank you to every volunteer anc

and positive day.
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News from Bury Churches

Churches across Bury have come together with The S

Toy Appeal, a community initiative designed to su,
afford the basics of |ife.

The Rock shopping centre in Bury has partnered wit
a central donation point for member s of the publi
Addi tional collection points have been set up at

| ocal businesses and churches across the area.

Pictured are Captain Cor van der Woude of The Sal

mini ster with the Rochdal e, Bury and Nerth Manches:s
chair of Bury Churches Together.

Donated toys wild/l be distributed to families throt
and ot her | ocal agenci es. Refl ecting on the i
professional expresmbdnir gout sdedmuschy isrog:abhhastic

news for the damilies of Bury.

Rev'd Dani el Haftt 1 s demmkewtedncerning to see famil
basics in 1ife. By working together, churches, l
across Bury are making sure that children in need

Chri sa mas.
The 2025 Toy AplpZz abDeceaemserunzGa5s, and organisers at
residents to give generously to help bring joy to

Rev'd Dani el Harris i s a minister with the Roc hod
Mi ssi onal Parxthmai €Ehionpched Together in Bury.
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News from Through the Roof

Christian disability charity, Through th
Roof breaker, and are inviting all chur ch
initiative. The celebrations coincide wi
with Disabilities on 3rd December 2025.

Supported by 3 years of funding from Be
provides resources, training and dwwopport
Roof breakers (named afteritbej @ubhey aglcongsi dea diuka
churches.

The 1, 000th Roofbreaker was CIl i

' 4 P——

[ Conf erence i n Bl ackpool . Cli
Raofbreaker. daughter, Chl oe, whics eni s wiat hwhe
ey l earning disability. Chlioe has

including that we're ALL made i

Join with us to enable your
Church to welcome ol
With of without disability

Join us and show you ar e posi
i nclusi on: becomera Roof breaker

Read mene

Luke 5 Award from Oscar who can access the Bible by

l%eaorn d Oscar has Down Syndrome and is Deaf; he is
Oscar |l oves the stories of the Bible, but because
l earning disability, he had never been able to ac
chang®dc@rfavourite Bible animation series, Super b

Sign Language translation!

To cel ebrate t his, Oscar
nomi nated CBN, makers of S
Luke 5 Award for Di sabilit
were so thrill etdhi s hfaanttaset

video with Oscdr and his Mu

Read more&ofstOs gemmel i ne

Wel come deaf people to chu
the ®Dbwdf Awareness Video



https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/roofbreakers/
https://throughtheroof.org/2020/11/25/sign-up-to-become-a-roofbreaker/
https://throughtheroof.org/2025/11/27/news-release-through-the-roof-celebrates-1000th-roofbreaker/
https://youtu.be/FEbx18Hqcnk
https://throughtheroof.org/2025/11/25/luke-5-award-from-oscar-who-can-access-the-bible-by-himself/
https://youtu.be/bNQfFO6Pa7U
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‘Le Valli Valdesi’ - The Waldensian Calendar for 2026

The Waldensian Church is the Protasdiamg gELhutrocdedr i of
Ref ormed Church. The church produces an annual cal
Wal densi an Valleys by Alessandro Colucci, a messag ¢
and descriptions of twelve historic churches of the

With the calendar wil/|l be the directory of the Wal
Protestant churches.

A18.00 each (including postage

Special deals: A32 (incl. p&p) for two or A46 (inc
each if you can collect it in Chorlton, Manchester
Pl ease send your order with a cheque, payable to th

George Morton, 4 St . Annes Road, Manchester M21 8TL

Alternatively, send g.hneor o nc&0 @bty laweanal tdh ectomay ment
Fell owship bank account (United Reformed -€C¥®6r,ch W
account no. 60088390) .

Encourage interest in the Waldensians by sending on
We can send a calendmad as yheraddféss/ addresses wit

Pl ease supml Wwal |l &c aV elnddeasis f or 2026
Na me

Addr es s.

.Postcode

|l enclose a chequekelfotre Ai f _paying directly to t


mailto:g.morton50@ntlworld.com
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Sacrament Training

Pl ease contact Kerrpfftocbhb@m wsyood. prgcaekat

SACRAMENT TRAINING ONLINE DATES
2025-2026

Baptism - 20 January 12pm to 1.30pm

Funerals - 17 February 12pm to 1.30pm

Weddings - 24 March 12pm to 1.30pm

TRAINING WITH
REVD ROB HOCH-YIDOKODILTONA



mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Safeguarding Training

Pl easeheaerfecoack t he amended URC Level s
Training Matrix (England).

vl 'y S
Safeguardi ng HcecuwmmrdatnigonCokr s e

Pl ease click on the follo%imhgolamdki no Recrrdast itdhre OGo

| ntroduction tolL&afepgogr @ongseE&
Designed for those who are askebdutt owhdo aHoruenaddayt i @ar

background in safeguarding and have completed trai
the previous. t hTTleies yceoaursse does not | ook -atf tyhoeu snieg
information on this you wil/| need to cPIlmpd=d ec IFioawk
link to access this online course:

An I ntroduction to Safeguarding in the URC

Onl i+theFatcdeace Safeguarding Training

The following courses are delivered by your Syfnod ¢
tdace venues. Pl ease book ydwr ppllea&ednlwyg v epmebivh rdd ohu
your full name, your church, your role and your pr e
Combined Foundation + I ntermediate Safeg
Combines both Foundationiasdelbkodtmpd mddinagt d mivo du IFe s n c
courandlhe I ntermediate cour se.

The next training sessions are:

Wednesdadyardar y-12®@D6¢p m t o-FhckFmme ComibBlnaecdon URC
121 Saughalll Road, Bl acon, Chester, CH1 G5ET

Monday 26t h20268u@0pan 3 0phactedcace CombStne@edr dMaghul |
Nort hway, Maghul |, Liverpool, L31 7BG

Thur sda%eHlHruar y6 .20@pm t o-Fhc@Fpme Coniblihncendas Ri sl ey |
Gl over Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PH

Tuesda'YFelbir uar y- 620D m t o -BadO&pace CombiChedst Chur
Haydock URC

West End Road, Haydock, WA1l1l O0AX

Mo nda"yMa&r c h i260.2060 p m t oi GBn.|3i Onpem

Monday™a6ch i210.2060 pm t oi GBn.l3i Onpem


https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Advanced Safeguarding Training
Advanced Safeguarding training i s d
sessions.

The next training sessions are:

Online AdWadceéd8th Féepm2A56p m
Combining Modules 1 + 2

Online AdWancég8t h A rpifdp BMRBUl e 1
Online AdWance@0th A rpidpAMRBUl e 2

Church House Additional Training

Chur ch ADisTel @QNAL ni ng dates f gqrer2z026 can be found
You can bookJbagn re@ealaddensgk @h ws y redca.tdrmg. wkour name,

course preference.

URC Learning Hub
For more information about the courses and resour
her e

Newsl etter from the URC Safeguarding Te

The quarterly NewslSattttguarfdi om TeremURGNt ain usefu
all things Safeguarding. To daeacess the | atest edi

Safeguarding Contact s
Yvette HRondDbhuwsSynnod Safeguasdifirgudf fdioagrm@rwsynod. or

Gener al Safeguardien@t i Quer it es safeguarding trainin
Safeguar di rme | hedaens ko@dnwsynod. or g. uk

ASafeguarding is a whol&@ church r


https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Denomination-wide-safeguarding-training-003.pdf
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Church House Additional Safeguarding Training

Pl ease book hel pedmasikl@nnves v nsotda.toirngg. uko ur name, churc

preference.

o UK Wide Safeguarding
- %% Training 2026

M Make your booking by emailing: Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk

¢

All training listed below will take place via Zoom
First date Event

Tuesday 13 January | Domestic abuse

7:00pm

Monday 26 January | Safeguarding for Pastoral Workers
7:00pm and Elders supporting survivors

1T.i(1)16rsday SFebruary | Refugees and Asylum Seekers
o Including Modern slavery

;%gsdav 24 February | Elders as Trustees
‘UUpm

Thursday 5March | DDC Verifiers training and
1:00pm safer recruitment

Monday 23 March Substance abuse
1:00pm

Tuesday 21 April Online Safety
1:00pm

Wednesday 13May | Safeguarding for Ministers

1:00pm supporting survivors
The Tuesday 19 May Spiritual abuse
United 6:30pm
Reformed
Church Thursday 28May | Adult safeguarding

Safeguarding 1:00pm

www.urc.org.uk

00e0®06

From the United Reformed Church Safeguarding Committee


mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Christmas at the Margins - An Advent Bible Study
Group

Pl ease Iciontdeltafiel d@nSmseymhoadn ioer.gAtukki ns @owsynod. or g.

Kmuti mwii @hwsyhod. mogeuknf ormati on.

The North Western Synod
United Reformed Church

Christmas at the margina
An Advent Bible Study with the Greater Manchester
South Missional Partnership.
How does the message of Christmas reach those at the
margins, in the scriptures and now?

Week 1: Mary.

For each person.
Tuesday 2" December
1:30pm, in person.
Wednesday 3" December
7pm Online

Week 2: The Shepherds
For our communities.
Tuesday 9th December
1:30pm, in person.
Wednesday 10th December
7pm Online

Week 3: The Maji
For the whole world.
Tuesday 16th December
1:30pm, in person.
Wednesday 17th December
7pm online

In person gatherings take place at Heald Green United Reformed Church, Wilmslow
Road, SK8 3BH.
For online gatherings use these zoom details or contact us for the link.
Meeting ID: 816 2019 9950. Passcode: 531449
Contacts: liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk Stephanie.Atkins@nwsynod.org.uk
Kmutimwii@nwsynod.org.uk


mailto:liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Stephanie.Atkins@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Kmutimwii@nwsynod.org.uk
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Waiting for the light: advent online retreat

United Reformed Church
SPIRITUALITY

Waiting for the |ight: advent online retreat
2"December 202%5Déc7emWert 0225 21: 00
VenueOnline

Ticketfree

There will be three sessions each day:

07.-®%. 00a portion of a psalm, leading into silence
12.-D®. 00a shaleds refadong of the readings of the da

a |little sharing
19.-3D. 00sessions |l ed by a variety of peopl e, t o
and Jacob Bali

For previous online retreats some people have att

the retreat into their week, and others have di ppe
setdntained for fitdti seabo o&foordé amhlayt ®elviefre sessi ons peoj

Al the sessions wil/l be on the same Zoom | ink.

Pl easehdmeftkt er which you wil/ be sent the zoom |


https://urc-spirituality.org.uk/waysofpraying/slow-reading-of-scripture/
https://urc-spirituality.org.uk/urcsp_event/advent-online-retreat-2/
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During the first weerkehnd ionfdi e da
groups and organisations are invi
public displ aysi afs yombaonlg eo fh ecaa msa

for people fleeingi warthods pred s ¢

di fferent ways

You coul d:
1 Order free

| ocal

posters

members to display

1 Pray for t he

December

communi ti

for

campaign

1 Organise a community

giving out orange
1 Me e t your MP

families to

To |l earn more about the things you

https: //jpitanudki/gr.at/iacsmi/lsded nd e e s

to

c

heart

show

abl e

an

t o

do,

your

in y o

event ,
bi scui
your
reunite

click

u

(































































