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Penwortham URC - 
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News from Hallfold URC 

Hallfold URC marked Safeguarding Sunday by encouraging its younger members to think about 

the ways we keep safe, especially items we might wear to protect us. 

 

It turns out that bubble wrap is not a popular choice of apparel. Although the items available 

were fun to try on, the children thought that making sure they were always protected might be 

uncomfortable. The lesson the adults took from this was that safeguarding is essential even 

though it might make us uncomfortable at times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The more mature members then listened to a sermon on óthe woman at the wellô focusing on 

how we as a church can empower women following Jesusô example. This included a talk about 

the United Nations óOrange the Worldô campaign to eradicate violence towards women and 

girls, including some of the alarming statistics the UN has gathered on the numbers of women 

and girls intentionally killed each year. 

 

UN Women is encouraging people to take part in 16 days of activism from 25th November ï 10th 

December and has lots of information on the UN Women and UN Women UK websites. 

Click here to read more. 

 

 

https://www.unwomenuk.org/
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Bullseye for Revd Jim Williams and Henry  

Revd Jim Williams (Lancashire West Missional 

Partnership Minister) and his son Henry fulfilled a 

lifelong ambition to appear in the famous (or at least 

well-known) classic quiz show Bullseye.  Though filled 

with laughter, darts, and light-hearted prizes, the show 

quietly carried lessons that speak to the deeper 

journey of life.  Revd Jim and Henry won Ã2,000 for  

Street Life Charity in Blackpool, a youth work charity 

providing emergency shelter to vulnerable and 

homeless young people aged 16-25 in Blackpool and 

surrounding areas.  Revd Jim and Henry used the 

opportunity to tell his story of his calling, from ñbomb-

builderò to becoming a vicar. 
 

Revd Jim reflected in his Christmas letter on the 

Theology of Bullseye and explored its gentle wisdom 

and see what this strange pulpit teaches about purpose, choices, and grace. 
 

1. Step Up and Take Your Throw 

In Bullseye, contestants stand before the dartboard with a simple invitation: aim and throw. 

Life offers us the same invitation.  Each day we are handed a ñdartòðour choices, our 

intentions, our talentsðand asked to step forward boldly.  We do not always hit the centre. 

Sometimes our aim wavers.  Sometimes we miss altogether.  But the show reminds us that 

true courage is simply in showing up and trying.  We are not judged for perfection but for 

participation.  Growth begins when we dare to take the throw. 
 

2. ñLook at What You Couldôve Wonò: Lessons of Reflection 

One of the most memorable lines in Bullseye came when a contestant failed to win the star 

prize: ñlook at what you couldôve won!ò  Often this was said gently, always humorously, but 

it carries a deeper message.  All of us have moments when life shows us opportunities we 

missedðdreams we didnôt pursue, chances we let slip, kindness we failed to offer.  The 

point is not to shame ourselves, but to learn.  Regret can be a teacher.  It invites us to aim 

more truly the next time. The phrase becomes not a rebuke but a call to intentional living. 
 

3. Gratitude for the Everyday Prizes 

Bullseye was famous for its humble prizes - tea sets, vacuum cleaners, decanters - gifts 

that seemed ordinary but useful.  In a world obsessed with extraordinary achievements, 

these simple prizes remind us that real joy is often found in the everyday blessings: 

friendship, health, a warm home, meaningful work, shared laughter.  Spiritual maturity is the 

ability to say, ñThis is enough. I am grateful.ò  When we learn to appreciate small gifts, we 

discover that life is rich beyond measure. 
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4. The Star Prize Gamble: Faith and Discernment 

At the end of the show, contestants could risk everything theyôd won for the hope of a 

greater reward.  This ñstar prize gambleò is a picture of lifeôs crossroads.  Sometimes we 

are called to take courageous risksðto leave comfort behind in pursuit of purpose or 

calling.  Other times, wisdom says, ñHold on to what you have.ò  Faith is not reckless; it is 

discerning.  The gamble teaches us to listen carefully to what truly matters and make 

choices with both courage and peace. 
 

5. A Final Word: Joy Is Sacred 

Freddie Flintoffôs humour, Bullyôs cheerful presence, and the spirit of fun gives the show its 

heart.  And so it teaches us one final truth: joy is not trivial.  Joy sustains us.  Joy heals.  In 

the seriousness of our daily responsibilities, we must not forget to laugh, to play, to delight. 

May we step up with courage, aim with purpose, learn from our misses, give thanks for our 

blessings, and never lose our sense of joy.  For truly, you canôt beat a bit of Bully. 

 

The game can be found on ITVX.  Originally aired 16/11/25 8pm. 
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Good News from DARE (Darwen Asylum seeker Refugee 
Enterprise) 
 

Welcome to our New Operations Manager 
 
 

We are delighted to introduce Gemma Garcete, who 

joined DARE as our new Operations Manager on 1st 

October 2025.  Gemma brings a wealth of experience 

perfectly suited to our diverse community, with a 

background in teaching ESOL, managing a foodbank 

and being a youth and family worker in a number of 

churches.  Her passion for connecting across cultures is 

evident in her love of languages - she speaks three or 

four fluently - and her rich life experience of living in four 

different countries.  Her combination of practical 

management skills, cross-cultural understanding and genuine compassion makes her an ideal fit for 

DARE's mission.  We're thrilled to have her on board and look forward to the fresh perspective and 

energy she brings to our community. 

 

Building Trust, Breaking Fear: PCOs and the Teddy Bear's Picnic 

Taking advantage of the half term break, the DARE Community based at Central United Reform Church 

in Darwen hosted a special Teddy Bear's COP Picnic on Wednesday, 29th October.  This event served 

two wonderful purposes: it provided a great half term activity for local families and was held in place of 

our regular parent drop-in, specifically to welcome the children whose parents usually attend while they 

are at school. 

The picnic's most important mission was to promote a 

welcoming face of the police force and break down any 

fears of interaction with the police and uniformed 

services.  This goal was especially vital for the families 

and children supported by the Darwen Asylum Refugee 

Enterprise (DARE).  The presence of our Police 

Community Officers (PCOs) was key; the event offered a 

joyful, safe, and non-threatening environment for officers 

to mingle with children and families.  This casual setting 

successfully helped to humanise the police force, 

fostering positive relationships and establishing a 

foundation of trust in the neighbourhood. 
 

As we watched barriers dissolve between uniforms and families, we were reminded that "perfect love 

drives out fear" (1 John 4:18).  This simple picnic became a living example of Christ's call to hospitality 

and trust-building, demonstrating how small acts of welcome can transform perceptions and create 

lasting bonds within our community. 
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A Feast of Fun and Fellowship 

The atmosphere was electric with fun activities. The children loved 

the lively round of 'Pass the Parcel' and the engaging teddy bear 

hunt around the church.  A particular highlight was the opportunity 

for children to try on police uniforms and sit in the police patrol 

vehicle, bringing squeals of delight as they imagined themselves 

as officers for the day. 

 

Attendees enjoyed an abundance of food, including pasta, cakes, 

sweet treats, and even a fun popcorn machine.  This plentiful 

spread was a gift from our generous community.  DARE, which 

hosted the event and is founded on principles of Hope, Peace, 

Inclusion, Safety, Love, Kindness and Respect, meant that 

everyone felt truly welcome at the event. 

 

 

The Heart of the Event: Volunteers and Generosity 

The overwhelming success of the Teddy Bear's Picnic was a testament to the incredible generosity 

and tireless dedication of our volunteers and local donors. 
 

¶ Teddy Bear Donations:  The day was made extra special 

by the generous donations of teddy bears from the local 

community.  We were particularly touched by the story of a 

local teenager who delivered her treasured collection of 

teddies, all freshly washed and ready to be given a new 

home with the children taking part. 

¶ Volunteers and Food:  The kind donations of food and 

supplies provided a wonderful feast, while our event 

volunteers worked incredibly hardðsetting up, running the 

games, serving food, and ensuring every child had a fun, 

memorable, and safe experience. 

¶ URC Mission Enablers Fund:  Providing funds for 

casework and craft resources. 
 

This event was a powerful illustration of Christian fellowship and 

our commitment to building a more inclusive and trusting 

community. A huge thank you to every volunteer and donor for helping us create such a memorable 

and positive day. 
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News from Bury Churches 
Churches across Bury have come together with The Salvation Army to launch the 2025 

Toy Appeal, a community initiative designed to support families who are struggling to 

afford the basics of life. 

The Rock shopping centre in Bury has partnered with the initiative, generously providing 

a central donation point for members of the public to drop off new, unwrapped toys. 

Additional collection points have been set up at Asda Pilsworth, as well as in several 

local businesses and churches across the area. 

Pictured are Captain Cor van der Woude of The Salvation Army and Daniel Harris, 

minister with the Rochdale, Bury and North Manchester Missional Partnership and co-

chair of Bury Churches Together. 

Donated toys will be distributed to families through NHS health professionals, schools, 

and other local agencies.  Reflecting on the impact of the appeal, one health 

professional expressed gratitude, saying: ñThank you so much for this ð it is fantastic 

news for the families of Bury.ò 

Rev'd Daniel Harris commented: ñIt's deeply concerning to see families struggling for the 

basics in life.  By working together, churches, businesses, and community partners 

across Bury are making sure that children in need are remembered and supported this 

Christmas.ò 

The 2025 Toy Appeal runs until 12 December 2025, and organisers are encouraging 

residents to give generously to help bring joy to children across the borough. 

 

Rev'd Daniel Harris is a minister with the Rochdale, Bury and North Manchester 

Missional Partnership and co-chair of  Churches Together in Bury. 
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News from Through the Roof 
 

Christian disability charity, Through the Roof, recently registered the 1,000th 

Roofbreaker, and are inviting all churches and Christians to join this growing 

initiative.  The celebrations coincide with the UN International Day of Persons 

with Disabilities on 3rd December 2025. 
 

Supported by 3 years of funding from Benefact Trust, Through the Roof 

provides resources, training and support to volunteer disability champions ï or 

Roofbreakers (named after the Bible account in Luke 5) ï to journey alongside disabled people in UK 

churches. 
 

The 1,000th Roofbreaker was Clive at the FIEC Leaders 

Conference in Blackpool.  Clive has a wonderful 

daughter, Chloe, who is a wheelchair-user with a 

learning disability.  Chloe has taught Clive many things ï 

including that we're ALL made in God's image! 
 

Join us and show you are positive about disability 

inclusion: become a Roofbreaker here. 
 

Read more here. 

 

Luke 5 Award from Oscar who can access the Bible by himself! 
 

19-year-old Oscar has Down Syndrome and is Deaf; he is also a follower of Jesus. 
 

Oscar loves the stories of the Bible, but because he can't hear and is unable to read due to his 

learning disability, he had never been able to access the Bible by himself.  Now everything has 

changedé Oscarôs favourite Bible animation series, Superbook, has been made available with British 

Sign Language translation! 
 

To celebrate this, Oscar and his mum 

nominated CBN, makers of Superbook, for a 

Luke 5 Award for Disability Inclusion.  CBN 

were so thrilled, that they made this fantastic 

video with Oscar and his Mum! 
 

Read more of Oscarôs story online here. 
 

Welcome deaf people to church: see Through 

the Roofôs Deaf Awareness Video. 

https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/roofbreakers/
https://throughtheroof.org/2020/11/25/sign-up-to-become-a-roofbreaker/
https://throughtheroof.org/2025/11/27/news-release-through-the-roof-celebrates-1000th-roofbreaker/
https://youtu.be/FEbx18Hqcnk
https://throughtheroof.org/2025/11/25/luke-5-award-from-oscar-who-can-access-the-bible-by-himself/
https://youtu.be/bNQfFO6Pa7U
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ΨLe Valli ValdesiΩ -  The Waldensian Calendar for 2026 
 

The Waldensian Church is the Protestant Church in Italy and a long-standing partner of the United 

Reformed Church.  The church produces an annual calendar, for 2026 it includes photographs of the 

Waldensian Valleys by Alessandro Colucci, a message from the Moderator of the Waldensian board, 

and descriptions of twelve historic churches of the Valleys. 

With the calendar will be the directory of the Waldensian and other churches in the Federation of the 

Protestant churches.   

Ã18.00 each (including postage and packing) 
 

Special deals: Ã32 (incl. p&p) for two or Ã46 (incl. p&p) for three posted to the same address; Ã14.50 

each if you can collect it in Chorlton, Manchester 

Please send your order with a cheque, payable to the URC Waldensian Fellowship, to: 

George Morton, 4 St. Annes Road, Manchester M21 8TD 
 

Alternatively, send the order by email to g.morton50@ntlworld.com and the payment to the 

Fellowship bank account (United Reformed Church Waldensian Fellowship, sort code 20-01-96; 

account no. 60088390). 
 

Encourage interest in the Waldensians by sending one or two to your friends!  

We can send a calendar as your gift - send us the address/addresses with your order. 

 

Please supply ____ óLe Valli Valdesiô calendars for 2026 

 

Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Postcode:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

I enclose a cheque for Ã ________ (delete if paying directly to the bank account) 

mailto:g.morton50@ntlworld.com
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Sacrament Training 
 

Please contact Kerry to book your place at office@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Safeguarding Training 
 

Please click here for the amended URC Levels of Mandatory Safeguarding 

Training Matrix (England). 

 

Safeguarding Foundation E-Learning Course 

Please click on the following link to access the module:  Safeguarding Foundation Course 

 

Introduction to Safeguarding E-Learning Course 

Designed for those who are asked to do Foundation Level training but who already come with a 

background in safeguarding and have completed training within a professional organisation in 

the previous three years.  This course does not look at the signs and symptoms of abuse - if you need 

information on this you will need to complete Foundation level training (see above).   Please click on the 

link to access this online course: 

An Introduction to Safeguarding in the URC 

 

Online + Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training 

The following courses are delivered by your Synod Safeguarding Officer, Yvette, either online or at face-

to-face venues.  Please book your place by emailing Joanne at helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk providing 

your full name, your church, your role and your preferred course (level, date and time). 

 

Combined Foundation + Intermediate Safeguarding Training 
Combines both Foundation and Intermediate modules instead of completing the E-Learning Foundation 

course and the Intermediate course. 

The next training sessions are: 

 

Wednesday 21st January 2026 - 1.00pm to 3.30pm - Face-to-Face Combined ï Blacon URC 

121 Saughall Road, Blacon, Chester, CH1 5ET 

 

Monday 26th January 2026 - 2.00pm - 4.30pm - Face-to-Face Combined - St Georgeôs Maghull 

Northway, Maghull, Liverpool, L31 7BG  

 

Thursday 12th February 2026 - 6.00pm to 8.30pm - Face-to-Face Combined ï Thomas Risley URC 

Glover Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PH 

 

Tuesday 17th February 2026 - 6.00pm to 8.30pm - Face-to-Face Combined ï Christ Church 

Haydock URC 

West End Road, Haydock, WA11 0AX 

 

Monday 2nd March 2026 ï 6.00pm to 8.30pm ï Online 

 

Monday 16th March 2026 ï 1.00pm to 3.30pm ï Online 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Matrix-for-England-final.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=69
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Advanced Safeguarding training is delivered online over 2 x 2 hour 

sessions. 

The next training sessions are: 

 

Online Advanced - Wed 25th Feb 2026 - 6pm-9.15pm 

Combining Modules 1 + 2 

 

 

     Online Advanced - Mon 13th April 2026 - 6pm-8pm - Module 1 

     Online Advanced - Mon 20th April 2026 - 6pm-8pm - Module 2 
 

 

Church House Additional Training 

Church House ADDITIONAL training dates for 2026 can be found here. 

You can book by emailing Joanne at helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk stating your name, church, role and 

course preference. 
 

URC Learning Hub 

For more information about the courses and resources available on the URC Learning Hub please click 

here. 
 

 

Newsletter from the URC Safeguarding Team 

The quarterly Newsletters from the URC Safeguarding Team contain useful information and updates on 

all things Safeguarding.  To access the latest editions please click here 
 

 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

ñSafeguarding is a whole church responsibilityò 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Denomination-wide-safeguarding-training-003.pdf
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=17
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Church House Additional Safeguarding Training 
Please book by emailing helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk stating your name, church, role and course 

preference. 

mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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Christmas at the Margins - An Advent Bible Study 
Group 
Please contact liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk; Stephanie.Atkins@nwsynod.org.uk or 

Kmutimwii@nwsynod.org.uk for more information. 

mailto:liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Stephanie.Atkins@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Kmutimwii@nwsynod.org.uk
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Waiting for the light: advent online retreat  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Waiting for the light: advent online retreat 

2nd December 2025 07:30 to 6th December 2025 21:00 

Venue: Online 

Ticket: Free 
 

There will be three sessions each day: 

07.30-08.00: a portion of a psalm, leading into silence 

12.00-13.00: a shared slow reading of one of the readings of the day (lectio divina) followed by 

   a little sharing 

19.30-21.00: sessions led by a variety of people, to include Neil Thorogood, Andrew Brown 

   and Jacob Bali 
 

For previous online retreats some people have attended all the sessions, weaving the rhythm of 

the retreat into their week, and others have dipped in as they are able.  Sessions will be sufficiently 

self-contained for this to work as a ñretreat in daily lifeò for whatever sessions people can make. 
 

All the sessions will be on the same Zoom link. 
 

Please book here - after which you will be sent the zoom link for all the sessions. 

https://urc-spirituality.org.uk/waysofpraying/slow-reading-of-scripture/
https://urc-spirituality.org.uk/urcsp_event/advent-online-retreat-2/
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Stand with Refugees 
 

During the first weekend of December, 5th-7th, individuals, 

groups and organisations are invited to join in with creating 

public displays of orange hearts ï a symbol of compassion 

for people fleeing war and persecution ï in thousands of 

different ways in local communities. 

 

You could: 

¶ Order free posters for your church and church 

 members to display 

¶ Pray for the campaign in your service on 7th 

 December 

¶ Organise a community event, from carol singing to 

 giving out orange heart biscuits 

¶ Meet your MP to show your support for refugee 

 families to be able to reunite 

 

To learn more about the things you can do, click on the link below: 

https://jpit.uk/.../asylum-and-migration/stand-with-refugees 










































