
bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ȅƴƻŘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

нтǘƘ WǳƴŜ нлнр 

9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
 
¶ Save the Dates 

¶ Safeguarding Training 

¶ Sharing Best Practices in Safeguarding 

¶ NW England Gathering of the Iona Community 

¶ Free Workshop on Environmental Justice 

¶ Safeguarding LGBT+ People in the Church 

¶ The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) - Save the Date 

¶ Neurodiversity and the Church 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ²ƻǊƪ bŜǿǎ 
¶ Talking About é.Rest & Self Care 

¶ (Re)Energise Your Youth Ministry 

For Your Prayers 

bŜǿǎ ϧ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
¶ Eco Church Scheme - Request for Support 

¶ Ministers wishing to transfer to the URC 

¶ Cumbria Methodist CircuitðPioneer Innovator 

¶ Accreditations Sub-Committee Convenor 

¶ NW Synod Website 

 

 

DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
¶ News from Knowe URC, Bewcastle 

¶ URC Safeguarding Team Away Event 

¶ Tea Event at DARE 



bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ȅƴƻŘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

Unfortunately we are still experiencing issues with the 

North Western Synod website. 

 

We are currently working with an IT company to resolve 

the problems, and we will let everyone know as soon as 

the site is back up and running. 

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ YƴƻǿŜ ¦w/Σ .ŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ 

This week the poetry group from Knowe URC 

in Bewcastle enjoyed an outing to the 

Scottish Borders, inspired by the theme of 

silence. 

 

The first stop was at Westerkirk Parish 

Library, one of the oldest lending libraries in 

Scotland, originally founded for those working 

for the Westerhall Mining Company and later 

supported by the civil engineer, Thomas 

Telford, who was born in the area.  The group very much enjoyed an introduction to the library 

by Jacqueline, the extremely knowledgeable librarian, with a chance to look at some of the old 

catalogues, works by local poets and 

farming and family records. There were also 

many interesting anecdotes, including times 

when the library opened at the full moon to 

allow people to walk there with the help of 

the moonlight ! 



 

 

Then it was on to Westerkirk Parish Church.  The 

highlight of this fully restored Victorian church is the 

twelve stained glass windows showing natural life in 

the Westerkirk valley, including a window 

commemorating the Golden Jubilee of 2002, which 

was donated by the community. Both venues opened 

especially for the group which was much appreciated. 

 

A lunch stop at the wonderful community-run caf® at 

The Hub in Eskdalemuir allowed time for refreshment 

and conversation, before setting off for the nearby 

Samye Ling Buddhist Monastery.  This is an 

international centre of training within the Karma Kagyu 

lineage of Tibetan Buddhism and works to preserve 

Tibetan religion, culture, medicine, art, architecture 

and handicrafts. 

 

The Knowe is located in a rural area where isolation and loneliness can be an issue.  The 

poetry group has provided a way for people to meet up to enjoy a shared interest and 

conversation and is attended by church members and those in the wider community. 

 

Revôd Lisa Moore Wilson 

Minister of The Cumbria Missional Partnership 



¦w/ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ !ǿŀȅ 9ǾŜƴǘ 
The URC Safeguarding Team took part in an Away Event from 16thï17th June at Aston 

University Conference Centre in Birmingham. 

This event provided a valuable opportunity for team building and professional development, 

and the programme featured engaging CPD sessions on topics such as: 

¶ Cultural Sensitivities in the Church 

¶ Trauma-Informed Practice 

¶ Deliverance Ministry in the Church of England 

¶ Team Bonding Activities 

It was an enriching and enjoyable experience for all involved, strengthening both our 

connections as a team and our shared commitment to best safeguarding practices. 

 

 

 

 



¢Ŝŀ 9ǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ 5!w9 

The DARE Global Tea Extravaganza kicked off to a 

wonderful start with songs from Mick, Paul, Patrick 

and some Year 4 pupils from St Barnabas Primary 

School, Darwen, who had come as part of a visit. 

 

Everyone enjoyed the different teas and delicious 

snacks from 13 different countries.  So much work 

had gone into making it a success as part of the 

lineup of activities across the asylum / refugee 

communities in Blackburn & Darwen to celebrate 

óRefugee Week: Community as a Superpower.ô 

 

A big thank you to everyone. 

 

 

Liz Rutherford 

Central URC Church Darwen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ²ƻǊƪ bŜǿǎ 

¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ōƻǳǘ ΧΦ wŜǎǘ ϧ {ŜƭŦ /ŀǊŜ 

Talking Abouté Rest and Self-Care. 

Tuesday, July 22
nd
 7-8pm on Zoom 

 

God rested on the 7
th
 day, it sometimes doesnôt seem as though those who work with children 

and young people have time for such opportunities... so come along and hear from Ruth 

Stevens (Join The Dots) about why rest and play is so important ï and how we can make 

sure we benefit from it. Feel free to bring a Mars Bar! 

 

Book your ticket at www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout 

http://www.bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout


όwŜύ9ƴŜǊƎƛǎŜ ¸ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
Tuesday, July 28

th
 7-9pm 

 

Insight:   Discipling Young People 

Skill:    Planning and delivering a youth work session 

Personal Reflection:  The place of Integrity 

 

Please contact Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk for the Zoom link 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜǎ 
 

 

 

 

 

¶ Deployment DiscussionsðCumbriað30th June 2025ð10am to 2pmðCarver Uniting Church 

¶ Deployment DiscussionsðMinistersð1st July 2025ð11am to 2pmðNW Synod Office 

¶ Sacrament TrainingðWedding + Funeralð2nd July 2025ð7pmðOnline 

¶ Sharing Best Practices in Safeguardingð8th July 2025ð6pm to 7pmðOnline 

¶ Talking About é.Rest & Self Careð22nd July 2025ð7pm to 8pmðOnline 

¶ (Re)Energise Your Youth Ministryð28th July 2025ð7pm to 9pm 

¶ Youth Mental Health First AidðJuly 29th 2025ð9am to 5pmðIn PersonðURC Church House, 

London 

¶ Greenbelt Festivalð21st to 24th August 2025ðBoughton House nr Kettering 

¶ Refreshing Your Ministryð7th to 9th October 2025ðHayes Centre, Swanwick 



 

 

{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
Please click here for the URC Safeguarding Training Matrix showing the levels of mandatory 

safeguarding training required for the different roles in our  churches. 

Foundation Safeguarding e-Learning 

Follow this link for the Foundation e-learning module 

Upcoming Training Dates 

Please book your place by emailing Joanne at 

helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk providing your full name, 

your church, your role and your preferred course (level, 

date and time). 
 

Online Intermediate Training 

Mon 7th July - 6pm to 8pm 

Tue 5th August - 1pm to 3pm 
 

Online Advanced Safeguarding Training 

Part 1 - Tue 29th July - 6pm to 8pm 

Part 2 - Tue 5th August - 6pm to 8pm 
 

Church House Additional Training 

Church House ADDITIONAL training dates for 2025 can be found here. 

You can book by emailing Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk stating your name, church, role and 

course preference. 
 

The quarterly Newsletters from the URC Safeguarding Team contain lots of useful information. 

Please click the following link - https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/ 
 

Safeguarding Contacts 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson - Synod Safeguarding Officer - safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries - relating to safeguarding training and/or DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 
 

 

ñSafeguarding is a whole church responsibilityò 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/S2.pdf
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/National-safeguarding-2025-June-to-November.pdf
mailto:Emma.Pearce@urc.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-newsletter/
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ .Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community of Safeguarding Best Practices 

 

There has been significant interest in setting up a meeting to create a space for sharing best 

practices in Safeguarding.  To move this forward, Iôm proposing the following date and time for 

an initial meeting via Zoom: 

 

Date and time:  Tuesday 8
th
 July, 6-7pm 

 

If you would like to join the meeting please contact Joanne at helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk for 

the Zoom link. 

 

This will be a chance for us to connect, exchange ideas, and discuss the next steps together. 

 

Kind regards 
 

 
Yvette Robinson | North Western Synod Safeguarding Officer 

M: 07827 390 299 

E: safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk


b² 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lƻƴŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Please contact Liz Delafield at liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk to book your place 

 

 

mailto:liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk


CǊŜŜ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ WǳǎǝŎŜ 

Workshop Invite Information: 

Friends of the Earth is a national 

environmental justice organisation, 

campaigning for a fairer, greener future for all. 

We believe that the communities already 

facing the greatest social and economic 

challenges are also being hardest hit by 

environmental justice issues. 

 

Thatôs why weôre hosting a free, in-person 

workshop in Manchester to explore the 

powerful - and often overlooked - links 

between poverty, inequality, and multiple 

environmental deprivation. 

 

 

 

 

 Date: Tuesday 8th July, 2025 

 Time: 9.30amï1.00pm 

 Venue: Friendsô Meeting House, 6 Mount Street, Manchester, M2 5NS 

 Refreshments provided (tea, coffee and snacks) 

 For more information and to register your place please click here 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/environmental-justice-in-partnership-manchester-registration-1343726475059?aff=Roisin


{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ [D.¢Ҍ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

For more information, or to book a place please click here 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safeguarding-lgbt-people-in-the-church-a-two-day-conference-in-oxford-tickets-1289407956909?aff=oddtdtcreator


¢ƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘ tǳōƭƛŎ LǎǎǳŜǎ ¢ŜŀƳ όWtL¢ύ - {ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Are you a justice seeker, or just plain tired? Are you a petition signer, or an action taker? Are 

you a self-professed politics geek, or a church member searching for a way to make your 

voice count? 

 

If any of those words speak to you, and even if none of them do, there is a space for you. A 

space to connect with other people who yearn for justice and a space to re-group. A space to 

get practical and a space to be heard on the topics that matter to you. A space to share 

wisdom and a space to be inspired. 

 

óFor Goodness Sake!ô is being organised by the Joint Public Issues Team on behalf of the 

Baptist Union of Great Britain, Methodist Church and United Reformed Church, and in 

association with the Church of Scotland and Iona Community. It is a gathering of people who 

long for justice.  Please click here to find out more about JPIT. 

 

We will meet in Derby, at the Reach Conference Centre, on 8 November. Please save the 

date and sign up to the JPIT Newsletter to be among the first to find out how to register! 

 

Justice seeker or just plain tired? There is a space for you. 

https://jpit.uk/about-us
https://jpit.uk/whats-new/newsletter


bŜǳǊƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ   

Date & Time: 8th November 2025 - 9:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Location:  Westminster College, Cambridge and online 

Speakers: Dr Helen West, Dr Joanna Leidenhag, Jennie Prentice 

 

Please click the following link:  Neurodiversity and the Church | Faraday for further 

information and to register your place. 

 

Over the past two decades, awareness of neurodiversity has expanded significantly.  But has 

this impacted how we do church? 

The stark reality is that, for example, autistic adults and families with autistic children are 

much less likely to come to church services. 

We need to ask, what are the challenges of living with neurodivergent conditions such as 

autism or ADHD in the context of Church life ï both for leaders and congregation? 

How can we recognise and appreciate peopleôs diverse giftings in church life? 

How can we live out our lives together as a community? 

Join us for an interactive workshop specifically designed for church leaders and active church 

members.  Together, we will explore this issue, beginning to think about the questions that will 

help us move forward in our understanding and identifying steps we can take to make our 

activities more accessible and inclusive. 

All in-person attendees will receive a hot lunch. 

 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/event/neurodiversity-and-the-church/


9Ŏƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘŜƳŜ - wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
 
 
 
Dear Eco Friends 
 

Youôre part of a movement of over 4,300 awarded Eco Churches actively caring for creation. 

We are so grateful for all your church is doing in taking action through Eco Church. Youôre part 

of something special. 

 

But right now, more churches want to join our movement ï and they need your help. 

 

Today, will your church help sustain and grow the Eco Church Community 

with an annual gift? 
 

Please click here for more information on how to donate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Since A Rocha UK launched the scheme in 2016, we have provided Eco Church free at the 

point of registration to all churches regardless of size, denomination, or ability to pay. Weôd 

like to keep it this way.  The funding from some Eco Churches towards our running costs 

certainly helps, and weôre very grateful for these donations. 

 

But right now, financial support from local churches for Eco Church covers less than a 

quarter of the schemeôs costs. 

 

We simply need more funding to continue supporting churches to take action to protect 

climate and nature. 

 

Together, local churches like yours, whoôve already received an award, could play a vital part 

in helping to sustain A Rocha UKôs Eco Church scheme for the future and enabling other 

churches to get going. Will you give a helping hand to others? 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/eco-church-annual-gift/


 

Giving an annual gift could be part of your churchôs mission giving, inspiring and equipping 

many more Christians to care for Godôs creation by protecting nature and addressing climate 

change. 

 

By setting up an annual donation, you can provide resources, prayer forums and speakers, 

and help provide support to new and awarded Eco Churches, year after year. 

 

Think what we could achieve, together, for Godôs creation. 

 

Please could your church prayerfully consider a regular donation to Eco Church? 

 

 



aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Ministers of other churches wishing to transfer to the United Reformed Church can seek a 

Certificate of Eligibility to come on to the Roll of Ministers of the United Reformed Church. 

 

Applications should be received by 31
st
 July 2025, with initial interviews via Zoom in 

August.  Successful candidates will be invited to attend an in-person Assessment 

Conference from 30
th
 October ï 1

st
 November 2025 in Cambridge, UK. 

 

Applications are welcome from ministers who are members of churches that are either a 

member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, the Council for World Mission, the 

World Communion of Reformed Churches.  Your application should evidence experience 

in local pastorate ministry (minimum 5 years) in a leadership role; intercultural 

competence; understanding / experience of working in multi-church / pastorates settings 

and a readiness and willingness to serve in any part of the UK. 

 

Those interested should contact the Ministries Office for an application pack: 

 

Email:   ministries@urc.org.uk 

Tel:  020 7916 8649 

 

 

https://urc.org.uk/images/Ministries/Ministries%20Committee/Accreditation%20Sub-committee/Procedure.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/images/Ministries/Ministries%20Committee/Accreditation%20Sub-committee/Procedure.pdf
mailto:ministries@urc.org.uk


/ǳƳōǊƛŀ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ - tƛƻƴŜŜǊ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƻǊ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cumbria Methodist Circuit is looking to recruit a Pioneer Innovator: 

 

38 hours per week to be worked flexibly, including some evening and weekend work 

Based at re:new, 207 Dalton Road, Barrow in Furness 

Salary Ã24,500 - Ã30,000 per annum, dependent on experience 

 

Cumbria Methodist Circuit is seeking to appoint a Pioneer Innovator, based in re:new, a 

charity shop and community hub located in Barrow in Furness. 

The Pioneer will support the cultivation of environments and opportunities for the 

development of new Christian communities in order to make a tangible difference to the local 

community. 

We are looking for a practising Christian, passionate to share the gospel in an enthusiastic, 

inclusive and creative way. 

 

For more information and the application form, please contact Km.aldred@icloud.com 

Application by 12 noon 21 July 2025 

 

Interviews to be held July 2025. 

mailto:Km.aldred@icloud.com





