
bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ȅƴƻŘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

CƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ tǊŀȅŜǊǎ 

нфǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнп 

DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
¶ Remembrance Service at the White Church 

¶ Heald Green Goes Even Greener 

¶ Whitehaven URCðWarm Space 

¶ News from Kendal URC  

¶ News from Edgeley Community Church 

 

9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
¶ Save the Dates 

¶ Lancashire Carers Sing Christmas! 

¶ United Christian SingersðTrinity Audenshaw 

¶ Re:newðBlue ChristmasðBarrow-in-Furness 

¶ Altrincham URCðKnitted Bible Exhibition 

¶ Communion Training Online 

¶ Sacrament Training Dates 

¶ People Like UsðPoverty, Social Class + Trauma 

¶ Central/South Area Acorn Roadshow 

¶ Safeguarding Training 

¶ Theology Reading Group 

¶ Envisioning Worship Conference 

¶ Festival of Nativity Cribs  - Forton URC 

¶ Christmas at Albion 

¶ Online Advent Retreat 

¶ Worsley Road URC Christmas Events 

¶ Bolton & Salford MPðChildren's Christmas Party 

¶ Stepwise in 2025 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
¶ URC Youth Assembly 2025 

 

¶ New Synod Helpdesk 

bŜǿǎ ϧ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

¶ Church Life Review AdministratorðLondon 

¶ South West CumbriaðPioneer Innovator 



mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk


 

wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
!ǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƻǳǊ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ tƻƭŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘǿƻ ά¢ƻƳƳȅέ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ ƎǳŀǊŘ ΧΦΦ .ȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƴƻǝŎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Σ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƻƴ ƎǳŀǊŘΦ  wŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

ŀǎ ōȅ ŘŀȅΦ 

ά ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ά 

CǊƻƳ ±ŀƭ !ǘƪƛƴǎƻƴ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 



IŜŀƭŘ DǊŜŜƴ DƻŜǎ 9ǾŜƴ DǊŜŜƴŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ ¦w/ ƛƴ IŜŀƭŘ DǊŜŜƴ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŬǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ 

IŜŀƭŘ DǊŜŜƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōŜƎŀƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǎǳƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΤ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ 

ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǝǎǎǳŜΤ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΤ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ-ƅƻǿŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΤ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΤ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜŜƘƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŜŜ-ƪŜŜǇŜǊΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ .ǊƻƴȊŜ 9Ŏƻ/ƘǳǊŎƘ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нлноΦ  

Lƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ {ƛƭǾŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

ƘŀƭƭΣ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŀǧŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǜƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀōƭŜ 

ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ōƛƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ 

ŦŜŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƛǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƛƴ-ǿƛƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ς ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ŀ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

 



²ƘƛǘŜƘŀǾŜƴ ¦w/τ²ŀǊƳ {ǇŀŎŜ 

²ƘƛǘŜƘŀǾŜƴ ¦w/ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ млŀƳ ǘƻ ммΦолŀƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ŎŀƪŜǎΣ ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŀǊƳ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YŜƴŘŀƭ ¦w/ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŜƴŘŀƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ǊŜŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 
 

YŜƴŘŀƭ ¦w/ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŜƴŘŀƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ǊŜŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŀ 

ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀƛŘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ wƛǇǇƭŜ 9ũŜŎǘΣ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ {ƛƭǾŜǊ 9Ŏƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎ  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ŘƎŜƭŜȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

CƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ŘƎŜƭŜȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Lƴǘƻ DǊƻǿǘƘΩ  

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ IŀȅŜǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ {ǿŀƴǿƛŎƪ ƻƴ нрǘƘ ǘƻ нтǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ǎǇƛƴŀƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ψ²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŀȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀƊŜǊΦ  LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ aŜǊǎŜȅ {ȅƴƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ 

ǘƘƛǎΦΩ 



{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜǎ 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Lancashire and Cumbria Sacrament training will now be on different dates and venues. 

 

¶ Communion Training ð 8th January 2025 (7pm by Zoom) 

¶ Sacrament Training Lancashire Area ð 4th March 2025 (Venue TBC) 

¶ Sacrament Training Cumbria Areað1st April 2025ð10am to 2pmðWindermere Carver 

¶ Youth Assembly 2025 ð 7th-9th March 2025 

¶ Away Day with Odd Arts: Here and Now Radicalisation ð 20th March 2025 ð 10am-2pm 

ð The Village Hotel, Captain Clarke Road, Hyde, SK14 4QG 

¶ 1T4 at Whitemoor Lakes in Staffordshireð2nd-4th May 2025 

¶ Acorn Roadshows in your area ð Save the Dates ð Venues to be confirmed 

¶  18th January 2025 ð South / Central Hub ð 10am ð 1pm 

¶  25th January 2025 ð Lancashire 

¶  1st February 2025 ð Cumbria 

¶ Spring Ministers Away Dayð1
st
 March 2025 

 VenueðThe Storey, 2 Meeting House Lane, Town Centre, Lancaster, LA1 1TH 



[ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ /ŀǊŜǊǎ {ƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ 

https://www.ctlancashire.org.uk/lancashire-carers-sing-christmas-2024/


¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 
!ǳŘŜƴǎƘŀǿ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
CǊƻƳ [ŜǎƭŜȅ wƻƭƭǎτaŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ !ǳŘŜƴǎƘŀǿ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŜ ŀǘ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ !ǳŘŜƴǎƘŀǿΦ   {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ όƳŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘύΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŀǘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ Ψ[ƛǧƭŜ [ƛƻƴΣ [ƛǧƭŜ [ŀƳōΩ ƻƴ мпǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнп ŀǘ оǇƳ ŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

 

https://www.unitedchristiansingers.org.uk/next-production


.ƭǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǊŜΥƴŜǿτ.ŀǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ CǳǊƴŜǎǎ 
 



!ƭǘǊƛƴŎƘŀƳ ¦w/ τ YƴƛǧŜŘ .ƛōƭŜ 9ȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ  
 

  



/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 

To book a place please contact Kerry office@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk


{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŜǎ 

To book a place please contact Kerry office@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Increasing inequality and the rise of trauma are both markers of our time. We all have 

experienced the signs of traumatic rupture that can exist between social classes, both in the 

UK and elsewhere. From a relational perspective, the roots of trauma lie not in individuals and 

their lifestyles but in the social conditions of their lives. And so, how we make sense of the 

links between poverty, social class and trauma will be the starting point for this conversation 

between two writers from different backgrounds. Is it inevitable that the enduring and 

cumulative stress of poverty leads to traumatic reactions? What is it like for people from 

working class backgrounds to access services that are shaped by a paradigm that derives 

from privilege? These issues and more will be moderated by Ed Fellows in what should be a 

thought-provoking webinar. This session is aimed primarily for mental health practitioners and 

others in the helping/coaching professions. 

Cost: Ã30 standard fee, Ã20 trainees, free for unwaged. 

Bookings: Please click here for information. 

All bookings will include 3 months on demand replay access if you canôt attend the 

event live. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/relational-change-9571178522


 

 

 

SPEAKERS: 

Darren McGarvey is a writer, columnist and 

hip hop recording artist, who has made regular 

media appearances as a social commentator. 

Darren grew up in Pollok on the south side of 

Glasgow, and has lived through extreme 

poverty, addiction and homelessness. His first 

book ñPoverty Safariò was published in 2017, 

and was an instant bestseller and critical hit, 

making the Sunday Times top ten bestseller lists and receiving plaudits from national 

newspapers and magazines. He won the prestigious óOrwell Book Prizeô in 2018. Darrenôs 

latest book ñThe Social Distance Between Usò was published in 2022, serialised on BBC Radio 

4 and led to him giving a prestigious 'ñReith Lectureò in November 22 on the ñFreedom From 

Wantò. He was recently inducted as Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature which deemed his 

books on social inequality to be of 'outstanding literary merit'. Darrenôs current campaign is 

óTrauma-Industrial-Complexô, and he is writing a book about trauma in contemporary culture. 

 

Miriam Taylor is a partly retired Gestalt therapist, trainer and 

writer. Her early education was in the private sector and she 

experienced years of profound abuse in her childhood. 

Specialising in trauma work, she has written two 

groundbreaking books, the first now in its second edition. She 

has gone on to teach trauma in many countries and to 

present at conferences. Her plenary presentation at the 2018 

IAAGT conference in Toronto was titled óIn the Face of 

Traumaô and in 2019 she delivered a keynote speech on óThe 

Context of Traumaô at the PACFA conference in Sydney. She 

is interested in the intersections of trauma and social justice, 

and the relational implications of them. She is on the leadership team of Relational Change. 
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Michael Harvey will be running an Acorn Roadshow on 18th January, 2025, 10am - 3pm at 

the Oasis Hub, MediaCity, King William Street, Salford Quays, M50 2UQ. 

The theme will be: Creating a culture of invitation.  It builds on the sessions offered already 

(An Introduction to Acorn and Acorn as a Spiritual Practice for Pastoral Care), but you donôt 

need to have done these to attend. 

We will be engaging with our URC culture, asking how we can move from being a welcoming 

church only to being welcoming and invitational.  Weôll look at the barriers to being invitational 

and simple-but-profound steps to overcoming hesitation and reluctance, among other things. 

How about putting together a group from your church to do a ñpilot studyò? You can support and 

encourage one another and Michael will work personally with the group. 

Please register attendance with Kerry at office@nwsynod.org.uk by 13th January 2025 

Lawrence Heath-Moore ð Central Area Mission Mentor 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk
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Online Intermediate Safeguarding Training 

Wed 4th Dec 2024  18:00-20:00 

To register and book a place please contact  

helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

Foundation Safeguarding e-Learning 

Any person with a role in a URC church that has not completed URC 

safeguarding training in the last 3 years is required to complete the Foundation e-learning as a 

minimum, ideally individually, but it can be facilitated in small groups if people do not have 

access to the internet, a computer / device or both. 

 

You must have completed Foundation Training before you can do Intermediate Training. 

Follow this link: Foundation Safeguarding Training 

 

Online Advanced Safeguarding Training 

New dates to be confirmed. 

 

This training is:  Mandatory for people who are leading groups involving adults and / or 

children in churches. Recommended for Church Safeguarding Coordinators and all other 

people in leadership roles, although if you have completed the Intermediate Safeguarding 

Training you are also welcome to attend. 

 

URC Denominational (Church House lead) Safeguarding Training for 2024 (please click 

on the link for further information) 

URC Denominational Safeguarding Training 2024 (urc.org.uk) 

 

Safeguarding Contacts: 

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson ð Synod Safeguarding Officer ð 

safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

General Safeguarding Queries ð relating to safeguarding training + DBS, please email the 

Safeguarding Team on helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/National-Safeguarding-Training-2024.pdf
mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:helpdesk@nwsynod.org.uk
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If youôre thirsty for some deep reading in small portions with a supportive community, consider 

joining the new Theology Reading Group which will be meeting on the second Tuesday of 

every month, beginning on Tuesday, 8
th

 October, from 12pm to 1:30pm by Zoom. 

Zoom Meeting: Theology Reading Group 

Every month on the Second Tues, until 8th April 2025 

¶         Dec 10, 2024 12:00 PM 

¶         Jan 14, 2025 12:00 PM 

¶         Feb 11, 2025 12:00 PM 

¶         Mar 11, 2025 12:00 PM 

¶         Apr 8, 2025 12:00 PM 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87627415144?

pwd=fqqIZa8wq7urkRYSGPFIlXrAZhbRxJ.1 

Meeting ID: 876 2741 5144  Passcode: 476014 

 

To start we will be reading, during the session itself (no advance reading required) from 

Dietrich Bonhoefferôs Ethics which can be purchased from Amazon here for around Ã27 in 

paperback or Ã24 as Kindle.  Please do get this translation, as we will engage in group reading 

before sharing our responses, questions, and take-aways from each session. 

This is for anyone who wants to take seriously the reality of Christ and Christôs reconciling 

work in our world. 

We will read aloud as a group and then, share our reactions (as we are willing) to the reading 

in about 3 minutes or so each, before opening to more general conversation. 

Interested? 

Please confirm your planned attendance by emailing me, Rob Hoch-Yidokodiltona 

at learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk 

ñChrist did not, like an ethicist, love a theory about the good; he loved real people. Christ was not interested, like a 

philosopher, in what is ñgenerally valid,ò but in that which serves real concrete human beings. Christ was not concerned 

about whether ñthe maxim of an actionò could become ña principle of universal law,ò but whether my action now helps 

my neighbor to be a human being before God. God did not become an idea, a principle, a program, a universally valid 

belief, or a law;[102.] God became human.ò 

ˈ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87627415144?pwd=fqqIZa8wq7urkRYSGPFIlXrAZhbRxJ.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87627415144?pwd=fqqIZa8wq7urkRYSGPFIlXrAZhbRxJ.1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ethics-Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-Works/dp/0800683269/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_2_2/260-5564166-5803700?pd_rd_w=e03pw&content-id=amzn1.sym.2f5a8a12-6bca-4b0e-85a5-0002432fb068&pf_rd_p=2f5a8a12-6bca-4b0e-85a5-0002432fb068&pf_rd_r=CZVVS529HB9PRYDZJ
mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
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Envisioning Worship Conference for everyone interested in how worship affects mission 

 

Theme: What if God is Child? 

 

Dates: 11am on 8
th
 March ï 3.30pm on 9

th
 March 2025 

 

Venue: Luther King Centre, Manchester 

 

Costs:  Residential : Ã200 

  Non-residential : Ã120 

 

Who is it for? Anyone intrigued by the idea of the childlikeness of God ï in the midst of the 

smallest experiences; apparently weak but disruptive; curious, playful and imaginative; raging 

and dancing ï and what this might mean for worship and mission. Anyone drawn to Bible 

explorations, creative workshops and more ï and who is interested in imagining things 

differently. 

 

For more information and to register, visit ï 

https://northerncollege.co.uk/ewc-march-2025/  

 

 

 

 

https://northerncollege.co.uk/ewc-march-2025/
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.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ςωÔÈ ɀ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρÓÔ   

ρπȢσπÁÍ ÔÏ σÐÍ 

!ÄÖÅÎÔ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ $ÅÃ ρÓÔ ωȢρυÁÍ 

3ÔÁÒÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÈÅÒÅȢ  

#ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ .ÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ #ÒÉÂÓȢ 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÒÅÆÒÅÓÈÍÅÎÔÓȢ 
 &ÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÌÅÎÄ Á ÃÒÉÂ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÉÎÇ τϋύυφωϋφόύω 




















