
¶ Save the dates**  

¶ CREATING A CULTURE OF INVITATION- an open Mission & 
Discipleship Network Meeting with Michael Harvey 

¶ Flourishing elders, flourishing churches 

¶ Cumbria Elders Enrichment Day  

¶ Cumbria Area Away Day** 

¶ Safeguarding training and information** 

¶ United Reformed Church Waldensian Fellowship 

¶ Greater Manchester Networks connect 

¶ Gather for the dayðChurch Mission Society 

¶ An evening with Adrian Plass and Ben Ecclestone 

¶ Refugee and Asylum Seeker Training 6th March  

 

 
¶ Volunteers needed** 

¶ Volunteer with the URC at Greenbelt festival 2024  

¶ Reflections on the closure of the Inter Faith Network from Peter Colwell of 
CTBI    

** Repeated items  

¶ An introduction to Godly Play**  

¶ An Introduction to Brick Church ï Host Churches Needed** 

¶ Holiday  Club  material** 

¶ Youth Mental Health First Aid Course** 

 Spring Synod 2024 

Childrenôs Synod  

¶ Celebrating Excellence: Barrow URC Primary School Achieves Gold Award for 

Behaviour Quality Mark!   

¶ Bramhall URC 



 

With Christmas well and truly behind us, and slightly 

lighter evenings beginning to show themselves, thoughts 

turn to Spring ï and with that, our Spring Synod meeting 

 

We are meeting on Saturday 23
rd
 March 2024.   A block 

booking by another organisation at Oasis, MediaCityUK 

means that we are not able to meet there, and we are 

pleased to have been invited by the Bolton and Salford Missional Partnership to hold the 

meeting at St Andrew and St George URC in Bolton. 

 

Fuller details about the meeting, along with the Book of Reports and agenda, will follow in 

the coming weeks ï but in the meantime, please save the date and venue of the meeting. 

 

We hope that you are able to be there, and look forward to seeing you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the work of the Synod Childrenôs and Youth Work Committee, we are inviting 

children (5-11 years old) who have some connection with churches (through Junior Church, 

Uniformed Organisations, Pilots, etc.) to come to a Childrenôs Synod. 

This will be held on the same day, and venue, as the North Western Synodôs Spring 

meeting ï March 23
rd
. 

The programme will include puppets, games, craft and other activities that will explore 

poverty and unfairness. Lunch will be provided. 

There are only 30 places available ï and they will be allocated on a ófirst come, first servedô 

basis. 

We hope that churches sending representatives to the Synod meeting will invite children 

with whom they have contact and enable them to attend by offering transport.  



Parents/carers who are not attending synod are also welcome to book a place for their 

children ï and either stay with them, or collect them when we finish. Below is an invitation 

you can print out and give to your children. 

Please book by emailing Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are overjoyed to share the wonderful news that Barrow URC Primary School has been 

awarded the prestigious Gold Award for Behaviour Quality Mark this week! This achievement 

is a testament to the dedication and hard work of our entire school family. 

 

At Barrow, we are committed to creating an environment where children and staff flourish, 

guided by our vision of being rooted in God's love and growing together to become the best we 

can be. This recognition shines a light on the exceptional work that is happening every day at 

our school. 

 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our governors, staff, parents, and, of course, our amazing 

children for their unwavering support and commitment. 

 

In addition to this milestone, we are proud to continue our support for the Ribble Valley 

Foodbank, our chosen charity for the year. Each month, we collect and donate items, providing 

our children with the opportunity to learn about the vital work of the foodbank firsthand. 

 

As we look ahead to the second half of the school year, we are excited about the upcoming 

Easter Extravaganza with Elders and Ministers Rev Gilbert and Rev Daleen from Clitheroe, as 

well as our monthly family services at Clitheroe URC. 

 

Let us celebrate this achievement together and continue to thrive as a beacon of excellence in 

education and community support. 

 

Nicola McArdle 

Headteacher  



At Bramhall our Knit and Knatter Group have been busy getting ready for Easter, they have 

Knitted 251 chicks, which the Congregation were asked to donate cream eggs with which to fill 

them. 

These will be sold at a min donation of Ã1 and the proceeds will go to Francis House, which is 

a Childrens Hospice in Didsbury. 

 

 

 



¶ Lay Preachers Away Day Central Areað2nd March 2024 

¶ Spring Synod  - 23rd March 2024 Venue: St Andrew & St Georges 

URC Bolton  

¶ Lay Preachers Away Day Cumbria Areað20th April  

¶ Ministers Away Dayð16th April 2024 Venue: The Delta Marriot Hotel Garstang Road 

Preston PR3 5JB (will obtain a certificate for Safer Sacred Spaces) 

¶ Ministersô May Schoolð20thð23rd May 2024  

¶ Lay Preachers Training Dayð15th June 2024 (will obtain a certificate for Safer Sacred 

Spaces) 

 

 

 



 

an open Mission & Discipleship Network Meeting with Michael Harvey 

(21 March at 7.30 pm on Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs easy to think thereôs some huge, complex mystery to getting people into our churches - 

after all, thereôs no shortage of Church Growth courses, programmes and organisations. 

Michael Harvey disagrees - and with good reason: heôs seen just how effective creating a 

culture of invitation is!  God is the Great Inviter, he maintains.  God is at work in peopleôs lives 

and hearts; what God needs is church members who are attentive to Godôs voice whispering 

names in our ears and who will then invite them to church. 

Michael was the founder of Back to Church Sunday.  Heôs an international speaker who works 

on a PayWhat You Can basis.  You can find out more at https://www.unlockingthegrowth.com/. 

Heôll be working with the Synod over the next three years to create a culture of 

invitation.  Come and listen on 21 March as he sets out the vision! 

Join using the link  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89851293330?

pwd=WGloYnhneTVITE93VXhLZmJXcHdqdz09 or the Meeting ID: 898 5129 3330 

and Passcode: 053406. 

For more information please contact Revd Richard Bradleyð Convenor of the Synodôs 
Mission and Discipleship Network on Richard.bradley@nwsynod.org.uk // 01706 
369622 // 07483 155807 

https://www.unlockingthegrowth.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89851293330?pwd=WGloYnhneTVITE93VXhLZmJXcHdqdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89851293330?pwd=WGloYnhneTVITE93VXhLZmJXcHdqdz09
mailto:Richard.bradley@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ŜŀǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ 

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƅƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎΚ 

First question: what does the word ñflourishingò bring to mind?  For me, itôs about colour; 

vibrancy; life; richness.  Intensely positive, in other words. 

 

So second question: to what extent does it apply to your experience of and feelings about 

your spiritual life, your church life and your ministry as elders at the moment? 

 

I ask because, when we met at the beginning of this year as the team of Mentors (the four 

Mission Mentors, together with Rob Hoch and Leo Roberts) and reflected on all thatôs going 

on in the world, we quickly recognised that tired, helpless, frustrated, discouraged described 

us far more accurately than ñflourishingò.  

 

We recognised from our work that many of our churches feel the same.  They talk about 

feeling tired, overwhelmed, ill-equipped and even ñaccusedò by the challenges they face.  The 

call and task of mission simply discourage and oppress them with the sense of adding yet 

one more undo-able item to their over-full To-Do list.   



The mood shifted quite dramatically when Leo recounted the Children and Youthsô visit to the 

zoo: it was a lot of fun, people had a great time and came away refreshed and excited.   

 

It was an important wake-up call for us: why not focus this year on the things that give us life, 

rather than all the things that need doing? When weôre refreshed, inspired and re-connected 

with the life of God, weôre equipped and excited to answer Godôs call.   

 

Flourishing: a theme for 2024 

So for 2024, the focus of our work is on flourishing.  Weôve put together this yearôs series of 

Eldersô Away Days around that theme: a series of enrichment days that will encourage, 

refresh and build you up in your ministry as elders.   

 

The focus is on pastoral care: elders as pastoral carers and pastoral care for elders.  A vital 

part of the day will be reconnecting us to the joy, peace and energy of the Holy Spirit, who 

makes our ministry possible and enables us truly to experience that flourishing, even amid 

the difficult circumstances we face.  

 

Save the date! 

The programme, as last year, will run identically in each of the Synod Areas.  There are two 

events in Cumbria: the first is the 2023 Away Day on ministry and resilience-building that we 

werenôt able to schedule last year. 

 

Please make sure to save the date and protect it: this is time for you and an investment in 

your ministry as an elder ï it wonôt be one more burden you wish you hadnôt taken on when 

you said yes to your calling! 

 

Weôre looking forward to seeing you all! 

God bless you ï may you, your ministry and your church flourish richly this year! 

Lawrence (on behalf of the Mentorsô Team) 



 

mailto:martyn.coe@nwsynod.org.uk


Join us for a Lay Preachers Away Day on the topic of Living with the Sermon: Signposts on 

the Footpath of Preaching. Drawing from his forthcoming book by this title, Revôd Dr. Rob 

Hoch (Yidokodiltona), offers practical signposts, theology, and wisdom for those who live 

with the sermon. Whether you have been in the pulpit for many years, or have just begun 

the journey, this conference will add to your wisdom and joy in the preaching life. Register 

by email: admin@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@urbanexpression.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Face to face Intermediate Safeguarding training  

Dates and venues are currently being finalised for face-to-face Intermediate 

safeguarding training in most missional partnerships. 

In the meantime, joint training with the Mersey Synod is taking place as 

follows: 

¶ Wilmslow URC ï Monday 25 March 2024 6-9pm 

 

To register and book a place please contact: Pauline Burke, the Mersey Safeguarding 

Administrator on: safeguardingadmin@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 

 

All Church Safeguarding Coordinators, Ministers and Church Secretaries will be contacted 

with an up-to-date list of people connected to the church, with their current safeguarding 

training and DBS status. This will assist churches to establish who needs to complete what 

level of training and when. 

 

Advanced Training 

Advanced Safeguarding training is going to be jointly delivered with Mersey Synod in 2 x 2-

hour modules (Module 1 & 2) and is mandatory for: 

¶ Youth & children workers including volunteer leaders 

¶ Adult workers including volunteer leaders 

 

Although, if you have completed the Intermediate Safeguarding training, you are also 

welcome to attend. 

 

Dates for your diary are as follows: 

Module 1: 

Wednesday 17 April 2024 1-3pm * 

Monday 29 April 2024 6.30-8.30pm 

Module 2: 

Wednesday 8 May 2024 10-12pm 

Thursday 30 May 2024 6.30-8.30pm 

*change in date 

Click on the link www.ticketsource.co.uk/urc-mersey-synod to register your interest.  

 

mailto:safeguardingadmin@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/urc-mersey-synod


 

 

Foundation e-Learning 

Find attached the link for the URC Foundation Safeguarding e-Learning 

Any person with a role in a URC church that hasnôt completed URC safeguarding training in 

the last 4 years is required to complete the Foundation e-learning as a minimum, ideally 

individually but it can be facilitated in small groups if people do not have access to the 

internet, a computer/ device or both. https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?

id=24 

  

Church Safeguarding Coordinator training  

Church Safeguarding Coordinator (CSC) online training is now available and details are as 

follows. Please click on the link below to register: 

 

Wednesday 20 March 2024 6.30-8.30pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-church-safeguarding-coordinator-training-m-nw-

synods-tickets-803403530587 

 

This is a 2-hour online training course for URC Church Safeguarding Coordinators, to help 

them in their role and to understand their responsibilities. Also, an opportunity to network with 

others, discuss issues and concerns and ask question to clarify policy and procedure. 

(NB: This is the same course delivered in June, July and August 2023, so if you attended last year, there is no 

requirement to complete it again, unless you want to!) 

 

URC Denominational (Church House lead) Safeguarding Training for 2024 (please click 

on the link for further information) 

URC Denominational Safeguarding Training 2024 (urc.org.uk) 

Topics include: 

¶ Domestic Abuse 

¶ Modern Slavery 

¶ Refugees & Asylum Seekers 

¶ Adult Safeguarding 

¶ Spiritual abuse 

¶ Online safety 

¶ Supporting survivors 

 

 

 

https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-church-safeguarding-coordinator-training-m-nw-synods-tickets-803403530587
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-church-safeguarding-coordinator-training-m-nw-synods-tickets-803403530587
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/National-Safeguarding-Training-2024.pdf


 

 

¶ Substance abuse 

¶ Elders as Trustees 

¶ DDC DBS verifier training and safer recruitment 

 

Annual Church Safeguarding Returns for 2023 

All Church Safeguarding Coordinators and/or Church Secretaries will have now received the 

link to the portal to complete the online annual church safeguarding return for the 2023 

calendar year.  

 

Although instructions accompanied the link, please contact the Kerry or Yvette if you are 

struggling to gain access to the portal or completing the return. 

 

 

Safeguarding Contacts:  

Yvette Hansbury-Robinson is the Synod Safeguarding Officer. 

  

For General safeguarding queries, relating to safeguarding training, DBS and the annual 

church safeguarding returns, please email the safeguarding team on 

safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

For queries relating to safeguarding policy & procedure and safeguarding allegations/ 

concerns, please contact Yvette on:  

Email: Yvette.robinson@nwsynod.org.uk  

Mobile number: 07827-390299 

mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Yvette.robinson@nwsynod.org.uk


Chairman ï Revd. John S. Bremner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering at Hinsley Hall, Leeds 

 

Celebrating 850 years of the Waldensian Movement 

 

Thursday 18 to Saturday 20 April 2024 

 

This year, the Waldensian Church celebrates the 850
th
 anniversary of the movement 

started by Pietro Valdo, who sought to preach and live the simple Gospel message.  

 

We shall explore something of the history of the Waldensian movement during our time 

together.     

 

This will also be an opportunity for us to share our experiences of meeting the Waldensian 

people, both in Italy and here in Britain ï so bring photographs and other memorabilia!  

Information about the Gathering, costs and timings, and a booking form, are available from:  

George Morton, 4 St Annes Road, Manchester M21 8TD  

email: g.morton50@ntlworld.com; telephone: 0161 881 8195 

mailto:g.morton50@ntlworld.com


 

 

In June 2023 over 200 people from 

across the various action networks, 

partnerships, and task groups in 

Greater Manchester (GM) came 

together to start to connect our work on 

social justice and climate justice. Many 

faith groups were represented. 

In the blistering heat at Freight Island 

we heard about work taking place across GM to end food insecurity, tackle homelessness, fix 

the digital divide, provide good employment and achieve carbon neutrality by 2038. 

Our collective call to action of this network of networks gathered at the event led to the 

inception of óGM Networks Connect: the hive for sustainable social action across 

Greater Manchesterô. Mayor, Andy Burnham and Methodist Minister Ian Rutherford are key 

partner in building this network. 

Join us on Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at 10:00 AM for an exciting in-person event where 

we will connect again and build together. This event is all about fostering meaningful 

connections and laying the groundwork for future collaborations through GM Networks 

Connect. 

This is a wonderful way for churches in Greater Manchester to build connections with others 

in our community who are committed to the flourishing of our communities and the whole of 

creation.Throughout the morning, you can expect engaging sessions, inspiring speakers, 

and networking opportunities that will provide valuable insights and practical knowledge. 

Don't miss out on this chance to forge new connections, exchange ideas, and get ready 

to lay the foundations together at this next óGM Networks Connectô event! 

It is a free event. Please follow this link to book your ticket.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gm-networks-connect-laying-the-foundations-together-tickets-

827123908877?aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou 

Liz Delafield 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gm-networks-connect-laying-the-foundations-together-tickets-827123908877?aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gm-networks-connect-laying-the-foundations-together-tickets-827123908877?aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou


pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/gather


 

Take this rare opportunity to hear Adrian Plass and Ben 

Ecclestone in conversation about their collaboration of poetry 

and paintings, which resulted in the exhibition Words from 

the Cross. 

 

 

The evening will include introductions, performances, conversation, and an opportunity to view 

the exhibition. 

Thursday 14th March at 7pm 

Bournville Parish Church 

Tickets are free and available via Eventbrite. 

Please arrive at: 6:45pm for a 7:00pm start. 

Refreshments will be available from: 6:45pm - 7:00pm. 

Children should be accompanied. 

Find out more about the exhibition and paintings www.westhillendowment.org/words-from-the-

cross 

We also hope to be able to perform and exhibit works created by members of the public during 

workshops with the artists. 

The Words from the Cross Portfolios (a folder containing A5 prints of each of the poems and 

paintings) will be available to purchase for a special price. 

 

Tickets are free, as this event is funded by Westhill Endowment, and 

supported by Bournville Parish Church, but please do cancel or 

contact us if you can no longer make it. Further tickets may be 

available on the door. 

 

Parking is available at St Francis Centre, Bournville Shoppers Car Park, and on-street. Please 

contact cheryl@westhillendowment.org if you require details for disabled parking. 

 

For more information please contact cheryl@westhillendowment.org 

This exhibition, amongst others, is available for free loan across the UK. Please ask for more 

info from cheryl@westhillendowment.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-adrian-plass-and-ben-ecclestone-tickets-807648306827?aff=erelexpmlt&keep_tld=1
https://www.westhillendowment.org/words-from-the-cross
https://www.westhillendowment.org/words-from-the-cross
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org


 

 

To book contact Emma Pearce  

mailto:Emma.Pearce@Urc.org.uk


There are still a few places left on this day sessioné 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to Godly Play ï a different way of engaging children with the Bible as they 

grow spiritually. 

Westbury Gardens URC, Westbury Gardens, BB1 1XF 

11
th
 May, 2024 from 10:00 ï 15:30 

Godly Play begins with childrenôs innate sense of the presence of God.  It offers Christian 

language as a support for their ongoing spiritual formation. It teaches a process that aims to 

promote an inner working model for life-long Christian learning. 

The session will be led by Richard Knott, a certified Godly Play trainer. 

During this introductory session you will have an opportunity to experience a whole Godly 

Play session, followed by two sessions each exploring a different Godly Play story genre. 

There is also ample opportunity to discuss key elements of the Godly Play approach to 

childhood spirituality. The group size is small, which is ideal for exploring all your questions. 

This session open to anyone and is especially designed for those who have little or no 

previous experience of Godly Play. This opportunity is suitable for childrenôs leaders, youth 

leaders, teachers, ministers, chaplains or anyone interested in childhood spirituality.  



The venue offers a modern and flexible setting open to all. Please let us know of any 

access requirements you have when booking. Tea, Coffee and light refreshments will be 

available, please bring your own lunch. You may also like to bring a cushion to sit on, as 

wherever possible we like to sit on the floor for Godly Play.  

There are only 20 places available ï although there is no limit on the number of people 

from a church team -  so early booking is essential. 

Book your place(s) at:  https://bit.ly/GodlyPlayIntro  

If the event is oversubscribed, we will endeavour to arrange a further session later in the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/GodlyPlayIntro


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes called Lego Church, Brick Church is a way of engaging creatively with children, 

and others, to explore the Bible. 

Itôs one of the new wave of óexpressionsô, including Messy Church Muddy Church and so on 

that are giving children and families an opportunity to think about, and respond to, Bible stories, 

faith and discipleship. 

This 2 hour session will give you an insight into how to start and run a Brick Church session, 

experience a session for yourselves, and ask any questions you might have about how it can 

best be used in your local context. 

Dates for the following Missional Partnerships have been arranged: 

Lancashire North: 13
th
 April (10:00-12:00, Sefton Road URC, Morecambe) 

East Cheshire & Derbyshire Borders: 18
th
 May (10:00 -12:00, Hazel Grover URC) 

Please contact Leo (cydo@nwsynod.org.uk) if your church would be willing to host an 

exploration session for your Missional Partnership. 

 

  

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


óSparks and Storiesô, the free Holiday Club material for 2024 

is available for free download from Holiday Club Materials - 

United Reformed Church 

Tying in with our theme for the year, Story Story Story , we 

are gathering round the campfire, wrapped in our cosy camp 

blankets and armed with steaming mugs of hot chocolate 

and marshmallows on sticks to toast in the flames, as we 

listen to and share stories of Jesus together. What stories 

did Jesus tell and what stories were told about him? How 

does his story mingle with our stories? Letôs find out. 

This material is not designed to be prescriptive, although you 

may use it that way if you wish. Nor is it designed to be 

exclusive; feel free to swap and change the ideas included 

here for ones you think more suitable for your groups. It is written as a five-day plan but you 

may decide to do a one-day extravaganza, a club once a week through the holidays, or maybe 

just select a couple of the sessions to do on two or three days in the week. 

The material is supported with YouTube videos and recording - including 3 songs written by 

our CYDO, Leo. 

Remember: grants of Ã50-Ã100 are available to churches running holiday clubs ï and you 

donôt have to be using the URC material to qualify! For further information contact Leo on 

cydo@nwsynod.org.uk  

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#sparks-and-stories
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#sparks-and-stories
mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4x online evening sessions leading to a certificate in Youth Mental Health First Aid issued 

by MHFA England. 

Youth MHFA offers an internationally recognised course designed especially for those 

people that teach, work, volunteer, live with or care for young people aged 8 to 18 years. 

Participants learn how to provide information, tools and techniques to promote a young 

persons mental and emotional well-being and to support a young person who might be 

experiencing mental and emotional distress. 

This course will be a blend of self-learning actives and live interactive sessions with 

the trainers and other course participants. The total learning time is approximately 

16 hours. 

Normally costing Ã200, the course is being offered to workers and volunteers in the United 

Reformed Church for only Ã29.50 ï to cover the cost of the course handbook.  

Book your place at www.bit.ly/march2024hfa  

http://www.bit.ly/march2024hfa









