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Spring Synod 2024
Saturday 234 March

Hosted by Bolton and Salford Missional Partnership, at St Andrew
and St George, Bolton
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~We are meeting "Marsat2a0@dy |23
booking by another organisatic
means that we are not able] to
pl eased to have been invited by the Bolton a
meeting at St Andrew and St George URC in Bol
Full er details about the meeting, al ong wilt h
the cominpuweékst he meanti me, please save |t he
We hope that you are able to be there, and| |l o




Children’s Synod - March 234, 10-3:30, St Andrew
& St George’s URC, Bolton

Children’s Synod
St Andrew and St George’s URC,

Saturday, March 23rd, 10am - 3:30pm

for all children aged 5-11 who are connected with a
United Reformed Church
Book their place by emailing cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

As part of the work&ohndh&oStymowWoCki Cd men

childdiényé&rs old) who have some connectio
Uni formed Organisations, Pi& oSysnod.tc.) to
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Celebrating Excellence: Barrow URC Primary School

Achieves Gold Award for Behaviour Quality Mark!
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We are overjoyed to share the wonderful ne
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awarded the prestigious Gold Award for Behavi

i s a testament to the dedication and hard w

At Barr ow, we are committed to creating an
gui ded by our vision of being rooted in God'
can be. This recognition shines a |ight on

our school

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our ga
children for their unwavering support and c
I n addition to this milestone, we are pro
Foodbank, our chosen charity for the year.
our children with the opportunity to | earn
As we | ook ahead to the second half of the

Easter Extravaganza with El ders and Ministe
well as our monthly family services at Cl it

Let us celebrate this achievement together
education and community support.
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Bramhall URC
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Save the dates
1 Lay Preachers AwayoPRPmdy Maerndh ad0

1 Spring $¥3%md March 28R 4AWVEmave : &
URC Bol ton

1 Lay Preachers Away ®dafgh CAmbirli a Ar ea

1 Mi ni ster s OAlwsaly AMAparyi | 20h4 WVehtoa: Marri ot 10t ¢
Preston PwRBIBJBbtain a certificate for Safer

1 Mi ni soMay sSchzobod28 d May 2024

1 Lay Preachers 0Trhahi nliunnge( Wlialy2 4 obt ain a cer ti fi
Spaces)

Elders’ Enrichment Days
2024

16th March: Cumbria Area

27th April : Lancashire Area
1th May: Central Area

21st September: South Area

26th October: Cumbria Area

- Discipleship




an open Mission & Discipleship Network Meetjing
(21 March at 7.30 pm on Zoom)

AN OPEN MISSION &

DISCIPLESHIP NETWORK

MEETING

o

creating a

culture of

< @ ©

invitation

WITH MICHAEL HARVEY

21 MARCH AT 7.30 PM

MEETING ID: 898 5129 3330

PASSCODE: 053406

ALL WELCOME

Froenn,
I& easy t o &t hsionmke thhuegree, complex mystery to |get
after &l In,o tstheorrda age of Church Growth courses,
Mi chael Harvegndli waghegoo®@ seasopusthehow e|ffe
culture of Giorviitsattihen Grslat [Govd tiesr ,ath ew@mrak inM eas
and heart s; what God needs is chu&clvomembaevihs s
names in our ears and who will then invite |the
Mi chael was the founder K& Back nter@ldui omafusd
on a PayWhat YWYouCeanbfsndiduwt:@ mdmwevwatunl oc.kli ng
Heé | be wor ki ng wi t h t he Synod over t he ne x
i nvi t@amenand | isten on 21 March as he sets| ou
Join wusi nhgt ttphse: /1/iunsk0 6web. zoom. us/j/89851293330°
pwd=WGIl oYnhneTVI TE9 3V XohrL AAhdlextcd HhdggdzDd9 898 5129 3
anBasscode: 053406.
For more information please & CrotnayetnoRe wd GRiINeh &
Mi ssion and Disci pReshapdNekt wdlr &y @nws yOnlo7d0.60|r g .
369622 // 07483 155807



https://www.unlockingthegrowth.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89851293330?pwd=WGloYnhneTVITE93VXhLZmJXcHdqdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89851293330?pwd=WGloYnhneTVITE93VXhLZmJXcHdqdz09
mailto:Richard.bradley@nwsynod.org.uk

Flourishing elders, flourishing churches

Elders’ Enrichment Days
2024

16th March: Cumbria Area
27th April : Lancashire Area
1th May: Central Area

21st September: South Area

26th October: Cumbria Area

Discipleship
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First guestion: W hl aotu rdbedidnmgig hteo woirrd@ ? ab dotr one |,
vi brancy; | ife; richness. Il ntensely positijve,
So second question: to what extent does it] ap
your spiritual l' ife, your church | ife and ylour
I ask because, when we met at the beginning o
Mi ssion Mentor s, together with Rob Hocé aq@aidn d e

on in the world, we quickly recognised that ti
us far mor e dfclcauradtselHiynd han

We recognised from our work that many of aour
feeling tiredseqgavepwhie lamad @ejelintithe chall enges t |

cal l and task of mission simply

f ol-DbEebrsover
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he mood shifted quite dramatically \wWhiexi th\etoo r
zoo: it was a lot of fun, people had a great t
't was an i mupporctaadnt fwakeus: why not focus this
rather than al/l the thi@ges rtelfate srheadd -chiarpac 1 e\t
with the | iofee eqfui @pde,d vaend ex& ideldl .t o answer Go
FIl ourishing: a theme for 2024

So for 2024, the focus of ¥eumpuwortlbgieBherriksag,]
El dgAway Days around that t heme: a series |of
refresh and build you up in your ministry als e
The focus is on pastoral car e: el ders as pastc
part of the day wil/l be reconnecting wus to] th
makes our ministry possible and enables wusj| tr
the difficult circumstances we face.

Save the dat e!

The programme, as | ast year, wil!/l run i denti ce
events in Cumbria: the first is thbuRDA8Bndwais
wer&nable to schedule | ast year.

Pl ease make sure to save the date and protect
your ministriyitadwvode eheéemore bur deln tyaokue nwiosrh w
you said yes to your <calling!

Wedb e | ooking forward to seeing you all!

God bl eisssayyoyuou, your ministry and your <chufch
Lawrence (on beh@lefamjf the Mentors
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AMBLESIDE

PARISH CENTRE
LA22 9DH

Uers Enrichment O
aturday 16" March 10-3pm

For all in lay leadership in Cumbria.
Come and share worship and refresh ideas
on responsibilities and self-care.

Lunch is provided —
please let us know numbers

and dietary requirements.
Parking limited — car sharing advised!

o

Contact Rev’d Martyn Coe 07973 359882
Martyn.Coe@nwsynod.org.uk



mailto:martyn.coe@nwsynod.org.uk

Cumbria Area Lay Preachers’ Away Day

Join us for a Lay Preachkregi Agawi Dayt beae

the Footpath DofawPmgadhhiommg.hi s f ort hc a@amibDirg.

Hoch (Yidokodiltona), of fers practica
with theWmsetrmom.you have been in the
the journey, this conference wil/ add

by emaimi:in@nrwsynod. org. uk

LIVING WITH THE SERMON:

SIGNPOSTS ON THE FOOTPATH OF PREACHING

CUMBRIA AREA LAY PREACHERS AWAY DAY
Saturday 20th Apiril
Venue: The Rheged Centre, Redhills, Penrith,
Cumbria, CA110DQ

Drawing from his forthcoming book by this title,
Rev'd Dr. Rob Hoch (Yidokodiltona), offers
practical signposts, theology, and wisdom for
those who live with the sermon. Whether you
have been in the pulpit for many years, or have
just begun the journey, this conference will add
to your wisdom and joy in the preaching life.

Revd. Dr Rob Hoch

Register by email: admin@nwsynod.org.uk

Rooobl
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to ylour



mailto:admin@urbanexpression.org.uk

Training:

Safeguarding is
Everyone’s
Responsibility

Face to face I ntermediate
Dates and venues are currtehad g

safeguarding training
I n the meanti me, j oi nt
foll ows:

1 Wil msl owMdJR€Cay 25 Madpxrh 20214

To register and book a place

Admini stsateguamdi ngadmi n@urcmer seysynod. or

Al | Church Safeguarding Coordi
with -awaup | i st of people connected
traini and DBS status. Thi s

|l evel

Advanced
Advanced

training and when.

Training
Safeguarding training

hour modules (Modahedato&y2) and

1 Youth & children workers includi
1 Adult workers including volunteer
Al t hough, i f you have compl et ed

wel come

Dat es

Modul e

to attend.

forayeuasdfal yows:

Wednesday 17 -3Apm i* 2024 1

Monday
Modul e

29 Ap+i. 1302024 6. 30

Wednesday 8 Mazzypn024 10

Thursday
*change

Click

30 May3@emm4d4 6. 30
in date

omwtwh e i IcikrekKk s o unmrecressegyabdk f egcster

Safeguardj
bret @igmd
mi S S i
training
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mailto:safeguardingadmin@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/urc-mersey-synod

FoundatLleanr rei ng
Find attached the I ink for tlhearURiIChdgoundatijon
Any person with a rol e @ ncoampURQG eah urRcCh stalf aetg uha

the | ast 4 years i s requirddcaroi cgogmpketae mime
individually but it can be facilitated in | sm;
internet, a computlktrt/ psdeviwnmen. or c lbecatrhni nghudb. c
id=24

Church Safeguarding Coordinator training
Church Safeguarding Coordinator (CSC) onlihne
foll ows. Pl ease click on the link below to reg

Wednesday 20 Ma#8cilB0»m24 6. 30
https:/ / www. eventdhurnoehf ea.uwld de Vndgir-ic @ & i0-min g
synotdisc k8e0t3s4 0 3530587

This +4houa B8nline training course for URC Chur
them in their role and to understand their Jres

others, discuss issues and concerns and askj| qu
(NB: This is the same course delivered in June, Jully ar
reguirement to complete it again, unl ess you want ta!)

URC Denominational (Church House | edd) ehasfeg cd a
on the |ink for further information)

URC Denominational Safegquarding Training 20|24

Topics include:

1 Domestic Abuse

1 Modern Sl avery

1 Refugees & Asylum Seekers
1 Adult Safeguarding

1 Spiritual abuse

1 Online safety

1 Supporting survivors



https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/course/view.php?id=24
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-church-safeguarding-coordinator-training-m-nw-synods-tickets-803403530587
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-church-safeguarding-coordinator-training-m-nw-synods-tickets-803403530587
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/National-Safeguarding-Training-2024.pdf

1 Substance abuse
1 El ders as Trustees

==

Annual Church Safegqguarding Returns for 2023

Al | Church Safeguarding Coordinators and/ or
link to the portal to complete the online
calendar year.

Al t hough instructions accompanied the | ink
struggling to gain access to the portal or

Safeqguarding Contact s:

Yvette H&Rmnbbwmswent he Synod Safeguarding Offi

For Gener al safeqgquarediang nguéenwmi ssaf eguarding
church safeguarding returns, pl ease e
safeqguarding@hwsynod. org. uk

For queries relating to safeguarding policy
concermpsl ease contact Yvette on:
EmaiViiette. robinson@wsynod. org. uk
Mobile numiB&r:29®7827

DDC DBS verifier training and safer recrudi

ma i

com
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mailto:safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:Yvette.robinson@nwsynod.org.uk

United Reformed Church Waldensian Fellowship

Chai rinRaeenv d. John S. Bremner

The
United
Reformed
Church

Gathering at Hinsley Hal/l, Le
Celebrating 850 years of the Wal de

Thursday 18 to Saturday 20 Apri

This year, the Waldensi an'"ahnuirvcehr sae lye borfat
started by Pietro Valdo, who sought to pre

We shall explore something of the history

toget her .

This will al so be an opportunity for wus to
people, both in I|tisloybamchghehetiomgrBmpihtsaiamd

|l nformation about the Gathering, costs and
George Morton, 4 St Annes Road, Manchester

emagl morton50@n;t |twolrée lhamen 0161 881 8195

eds
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mailto:g.morton50@ntlworld.com

Greater Manchester Networks connect: Laying the
foundations together Freight Island, Baring Street
Manchester. Wednesday 6" March 10-12:30

Il n June 2023 over - ) _o";!‘jh ¢ U‘i;
across t he variou T/ﬁﬁﬂretworks;onnect Laymgthefoundatlonstogetﬁ'e \‘_'.
partnerships, andg. ; % g § g '§
Greater Mancheste® § ) . 3 g

sewiNetworksCc
A‘:(,'\\'\I\ ONnecy

together to start

social justice and
faith groups were

I n the blistering heat at Freight l sl and

we heard about work taking place across GM |to
the digital divide, provide good empl oyment| an
Our collective cakltwook actgiaaehtewderdk daits t he Jeve
i nceptddMMn Neft wor ks Connect: the hive for sflust
Greater Man cMaeydre,r Andy Burnham and Met hodi|st
partner in building this network.

Join Wsesdowasday, Ma radlhO : @,0 f 20@V2 4 n ep<e:ristdmgevien;[t \
we wiolnln eacgtaiamd buil d. toges hewent is all about
connections and |l aying the groundwork for fu
Connect .

This is a wonderful way for churches in Great e
i n our community who are committed to the | o

creation. Throughout thenmeagamggi, oS PiIi Ciamg e pea

andet wor king opgpartt wniltli #eg ovi de valuabl e

Don't miss out foor gehi rse w ha peaxecehtatni goen siadneda sg e

tbay the foundadt otntsilGMolextive r k e vCeonntnle c t

It i s a free event. Pl ease follow this | ink

https:// www. evemétbwdarmkesnteamni Bfgaun d attoigoertsh ek e t

82712390887 7?2aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou

Li z Del afield
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gm-networks-connect-laying-the-foundations-together-tickets-827123908877?aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gm-networks-connect-laying-the-foundations-together-tickets-827123908877?aff=ebdssbehomepeforyou
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Gather For The Day

21 March 2024 | 10am to 5pm

Location: Focus: Speakers

The ElImgrove Poverty: listening Ash Barker
Centre, EImgrove to and learning Eunice Attwood
Road, Redland, from people with Rosie Hopley
Bristol, BS6 6AH lived experience Charlie Walker

The focus of the day will be be telling stories of hope from
poverty and how we can their communities, answering

listen and learn from people  questions and sharing their
with lived experience. learning.

CHURCH We will be hearing from There will be space for

MISSION practitioners living and networking opportunities over
SOCIETY working in this field, who will  lunch and coffee.

pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/gather



pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/gather

An evening with Adrian Plass and Ben Ecclestone

Take this rare opportunity t

‘AV()E{I)E; Ecclestone in conversation a
F: (2&4;]1{15 and paintings, which resulte
x - : ¥ the Cross.

CROSS

(¢
(¢
<

Th ening will include introductions, per
the exhibition.

Thursday 14th March at 7pm

Bournville Parish Church

Tickets are freeEaeandt aviat ¢ abl e vi a
Pl ease abr:rdibvpem aftoor a 7: 00pm start.
Refreshments will6:blépaav@Apdmbl e fr om:
Children should be accompanied.

Find out more about t hewww xve 9ti il lolne radc adfv rpeari-te

We also hope to be able to perform and exhi
wor kshops with the artists.

The Words from the Cross Portfolios (a fold
paintings) wil/ be available to purchase fo

Tickets are free, as this event
supported by Bournville Parish C
contact wus i f you can no | onger
favailable on the door.

Parking is available at St Franci s Getnrtereet,.
contcahcetr vyl @west hilliéngowmeeiguore details fo
For more informatcihenm vplGeveese he o nteancdtowment . or
This exhibition, amongst others, is availab

i nfocthrom!| @west hil |l endowment . org
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-adrian-plass-and-ben-ecclestone-tickets-807648306827?aff=erelexpmlt&keep_tld=1
https://www.westhillendowment.org/words-from-the-cross
https://www.westhillendowment.org/words-from-the-cross
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org
mailto:cheryl@westhillendowment.org

Refugee and Asylum Seeker Training 6th March

Refugee and Asylum Seekers

Safeguarding Training et march 1:30-3:30pm

Please email Emma.Pearce@Urc.org.uk to Book.

This Safeguarding training will focus on the specific issues faced by
refugees and asylum seekers. We will also welcome a special guest from
the DARE (Darwen Asylum and Refugee Enterprise) to speak about her
own experiences. Aims of the Training are...

’ To understand To look at the lived
g language and m experiences of asylum
terminology seekers and refugees

To examine how
9 q To look at Resources
refugee processes can
. . for support
impact safeguarding
The
United
Reformed
Church To become more
Safeguarding trauma informed

www.urc.org.uk

00e0@6

To book Ecmomt aPcetar c e



mailto:Emma.Pearce@Urc.org.uk

An Introduction to Godly Play

There are still a few pglaces | eft on

An introduction to Godly Pla)

For worship leaders, children’s workers, and the ‘just curious’

Westbury Gardens URC, Blackburn
11th May 2024, 10am - 3:30pm

With Richard Knott from

Godly Play **

taking childhood spirituality seriously
Book vour nlace at www . bit.Ilv/GodlvPlavintro

Anl ntroductionid odiGfofdéd ryerPtl away of engagi
grow spiritually.

Westbury Gardens URC, Westbury Gardens,

1i™May, 2024 fr®5m3@0: 00

ng

BB

Godly Play begidns nwmiattlre chinlscker of t he opf es s
| anguage as a support for their ongoing sp
promote an inner woarkg n@h rmosdteilarf olredrirfieng.
The session wild/ be |l ed by Richard Knott,
During this introductory session you wil/
Play session, followed by two sessions eag
There is also ample opportunity to discus
childhood spirituality. The group size is
This session open to anyone and i s especi

ay

c hi

previous experience of Godly Play&é Thliageo

| eaders, teachers, ministers, chaplains

(0]



The venue offers a modern and flexible s\etti
access requirements you have when Dbooking T
availabl e, pl ease bring your own | unch. YOou
wherever possible we |ike to sit on the fljoor
There are only 2Dalptt reegh atvlaed @abi e no | i mit
from a chusa@hedrlayn booking i s essenti al

Book your pltdope(g) batt:. | y/ Godl yPlaylntro

I f the event i's oversubscribed, we wi || ende.

y e

ar .



https://bit.ly/GodlyPlayIntro

An Introduction to Brick Church - Host Churches
Needed

Someti mes c#®@IChedcheg®rick Church is a way off
and others, to explore the Bible.

I&@ one of t hekxperwe daiveeh sodi ng MB'sMuyd dGh uGhcuhr ¢ h
that are giving children and families an opp
faith and discipleship.

This 2 hour session wild@ give you an insight
experience a session for yourselves, and aslk
best be used in your | ocal context.

Dates for the following Missional Partnersh

an.
or

LancashiréANoi t h1{21: 0080000 Seft on Road URC, Mor dcan

East Cheshire & De'rNbayys h(i ¥102 :0B®r, d Hraze | 1 &rover

Pl ease contwdd @nlwesoy n@ d .iofr gy a W r church would

exploration session for your Missional Parthn



mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

Holiday Club Material

@Gpar ks andéd het drrieees Hol i day Cl ub
is avail able forHdlrieddavdoWniu-ln akla
United Reformed Church

Tying in with ourSttolregmeStfooryweste
are gathering round the camp|fir
" bl ankets and armed with st elami
and mar shmall ows on sticks 1o

»
»
{ Ar?,ks |l i sten t o and share stories of
\ 'V di d Jesus t el | and what stolri e
; D

s

[0746S

il

i

does his story ming&ef wndhowjur

This materi al i s not designeld t
may use it t hat way i f you | Wi s
exclusi ve; feel free to swap al

here for ones you think more suitadhay ploan ylowt
may deci de -day dextar awnma&ganza, a c¢club once a |wee
just select a couple of the sessions to do |on

The materi al i's supported witihncYlowdiurhge I isde@moE:s
our CYDO, Leo.

Remember: gr-An06 afeABOailable to chduramhde sy oruu
doih have to be using the URC materi al to qual
cydo@nwsynod. org. uk



https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#sparks-and-stories
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#sparks-and-stories
mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk

Youth Mental Health First Aid Course

4x online evening sessions |l eading to a ¢ceé&€

by MHFA Engl and.

Youth MHFA offers an internationally
people that teach, work, volunteer, |
Participants | earn how to provide 1in
persons ment al abéi pgpoandndlo walplpor t
experiencing mental and emotional dis
This course will -Ibeearanimnlge nadc ta fv ese lafn d

the trainers and other course participants.

16 hour s.

Normally costing A200, the course is
Reformed Churchiforconéy ®BBO®.&650st of

Book yourwww.abciet .alty/ march2024hf a

reco
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http://www.bit.ly/march2024hfa













