
¶ Trinity Cheadleð Tree planting  

¶ Elders training away day with the Lancashire Area  

¶ Eco ChurchðA thank you letter  

¶ Leading your Church into Growth (LYCIG) 

¶ Sacrament classesðWeddings & Funerals  

¶ Lent Eco Bible Study  

¶ Eco Church Training  

¶ Communication from the United Reformed Church Waldensian 

fellowship 

¶ Bishop remembers victims of the holocaust and genocide  

 

 

¶ Youth Mental health first aid 

¶ Faith adventures for Children Together (FACT) 

¶ Worship Resources for Racial Justice Sunday  

¶ Pastoral Supervision training  

¶ Chorlton Central ChurchðChildren and Families Worker  

¶ Lancashire Church Leaders meet the Chief Constable   

¶ Save the dates 

¶ Calling all people with Governance experience  



There are two upcoming events which you may want to put in your diaries: 

There is a matter of business which Executive wishes to bring to 

Synod, and which is time sensitive such that it needs to be considered 

before the end of February.   For that reason, we will hold a óZoomô 

online Extraordinary Synod Meeting on the evening of Monday 20
th
 

February.   Whilst it is impossible to be exact about timings, it is not 

expected that this will be an especially long meeting, and it is only 

expected to have one item of business to deal with. 

I will be writing separately to Synod Representatives letting them know 

about this meeting, and nearer the 20
th
 February, the papers, resolution 

and Zoom link for the meeting will be circulated. 

This is advance notice that the Induction of the Revd Clare Downing 

as our Transitional Moderator will take place on Saturday 10
th
 June 

2023.   The time and venue are yet to be confirmed, but I very much 

hope as many as possible from across the Synod will be able to join 

in celebrating Clareôs appointment. 

In the coming weeks, I hope that there will be some more information 

coming out about what the role of Transitional Moderator means, and 

some more details about Clareôs Induction service.   But in the 

meantime, please keep the 10
th
 June free if you are able! 

You hopefully already have this one in your diary, 

but our Spring Synod is taking place on 

Saturday 25
th
 March 2023 at Oasis, Salford.   

This will be a hybrid meeting, so although I hope 

you are able to attend in person, there is still 

opportunity to join and fully engage with the 

business of Synod Meeting via Zoom if that is 

easier for you. 

There will be further information, along with the Book of Reports and the Zoom link for those 

attending remotely, nearer the time.         Tim Hopley, Synod Clerk 



 

If you are a church member, Elder, Minister (stipendiary, non-

stipendiary, CRCW) or any other church worker with experience of 

governance, weôd like to hear from you for a role as a Missional 

Partnership Steering Group convenor. 

 

Some positions are vacant and weôre looking for those who have 

some experience of chairing and coordinating a strategic group to 

hold together a range of opinions and to discern a common mind.  If you've been a school 

governor, a health sector non-executive director, a trustee in a charitable organisation, have 

had a senior role in schools, local authority or any other kind of organisation which has a 

social remit, weôd like to hear from you.  

 

If you are interested in learning more about the role of Convenor, we are holding two Zoom 

meetings where there will be an opportunity to talk to two experienced Convenors about their 

experiences, and to ask questions and chat about how the role works in practice. 

 

Weôd be really pleased to see you, even if you are only curious and donôt think that the role is 

really for you.   To accommodate those of you struggle with a daytime meeting, there is also 

an evening meeting on the 6
th
 February 2023. 

 

Monday 6
th
 February 2023 at 2pm  

Monday 6
th
 February 2023 at 7pm  

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83015054351?pwd=UC9EMFZSNGVKb0tGeFpMbzNaanpKQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 830 1505 4351 

Passcode: 324395 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83015054351?pwd=UC9EMFZSNGVKb0tGeFpMbzNaanpKQT09


 

Trinity Methodist URC Cheadle decided to plant a tree in the National 

Forest and chose an oak tree.  We received a certificate to acknowledge 

our donation and on Sunday 8th January 2023 we received the certificate 

during the  service and afterwards we enjoyed a birthday cake baked by one of our members. 

 

 



Lancashire Area had a great Elders Away Day at 

Stonyhurst last Saturday, with around 80 or so people in 

attendance. A full room was complimented by the rich 

offerings of the day, including a worship service led by 

Mission Mentors Rev. Daleen Ten Cate and Liz Delafield 

on the topic of Mary and Martha. That was followed by a 

reflection on the vocation and ordination of the elder in 

the URC by Lawrence Moore and a nuts and bolts 

session with Giles Robinson. Afterwards, Derek Estill and 

Rev. Dr Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, 

engaged in a conversation about what it would like to take the barriers of church down so that 

we might become a more missional community. Our final presentation was from Hein Ten 

Cate, a clinical psychologist, who talked with us about how we can building team resiliency so 

that we can work through difficult conversations while at the same time gaining deeper 

understanding of ourselves and others regarding trauma and well being. 

We had a lot of good back and forth, and a desire for more. Several reflected on how 

important it was to share worship together and to get to know other people and congregations 

in their area. Many felt that the day helped them to see their specific situation as a larger part 

of the whole. One elder comments that it gave ñfood for thought and confirmed what a 

privilege it is to be an Elder. Although it is sometimes daunting we were encouraged to see 

ourselves as part of a team and not solo players. I thought Stonyhurst a super place to hold a 

meeting. Light, airy and well heated...and a good lunch!" 

A great big thanks belongs to Daleen for bringing us all together and for bringing together a 

great offering to the Lancashire Area. Look out for more opportunities in the future! 

 

 





 

On November 11 people from NW Synod along with people from the other 4 northerly Synods 

attended the LYCIG Conference in Leeds.  

LYCIG originated in the Church of England but is now used by many different URCs in many different 

Synods. The people that went from NW Synod got a lot from it. Here are comments from two people 

who attended: 

ñ[LYCIG] showed me how to pull together the things about church growth that I already knew and 

make them work effectivelyò 

ñMartin Luther once said: ñIf only I could pray like my dog longs for meat! His thoughts are focused 

solely on the meat.ò May God grant us the same passion in prayer for growth.ò 

On Tuesday 31
st
 January 2023 at 7.30pm you are invited to hear more about LYCIG at a meeting of 

the ñMission and Discipleship Networkò This meeting will take place on Zoom.  

Revd Ashley Evans from Yorkshire Synod will be leading us and sharing more insights on LYCIG and 

the work he does with LYCIG across the URC and beyond.  

If you want further information please contact me on the details on the poster. The Zoom details are 

also on the poster.  

Revd Richard Bradley , Convenor of the Synod Mission and Discipleship Network.  

For more information on LYCIG please look at the website: https://
www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/ 

https://www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/
https://www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk/


 

On Wednesday, 22 February, @ 7 p.m. Rev. Jacky Embrey 

and Rev. Dr Rob Hoch, Training and Learning Mentor, will be 

offering the basic course on the Sacrament of Baptism by way 

of Zoom.  

If you have never had a course on the Sacrament of Baptism, 

this course is required.  

If it has been three years since your last Sacrament of Baptism 

course, this course will satisfy that requirement. Note: The Sacrament of Healing class 

being offered by Dr Adam Scott on 16th of February satisfies the "refreshment" 

requirement. Which is now full to capacity.  

If you find Zoom problematic, please let us know and we will pair you up with someone in 

your area who can share their computer with you for this course. Class Limit: 20 

 

Weddings and Funerals: Sent by direct email to our lay preacher list: 

¶ On Wednesday, 29 March, @ 7 p.m. Rev. Jacky Embrey and Rev. Dr Rob Hoch, 

Training and Learning Mentor, will be offering a class on the theology and practice of 

funerals by way of Zoom. If you find Zoom problematic, please let us know and we 

will pair you up with someone in your area who can share their computer with you for 

this course. Class Limit: 20 

¶ On Wednesday, 19 April, @ 7 p.m. Rev. Jacky Embrey and Rev. Dr Rob Hoch, 

Training and Learning Mentor, will be offering a class on the theology and practice of 

weddings by way of Zoom. If you find Zoom problematic, please let us know and will 

pair you up with someone in your area who can share their computer with you for 

this course. Class Limit: 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk


 

 

If you already have Eco Church status and would like to progress to the next level or just need a 

few ideas  to achieve Eco Church status, this is the workshop for you! Lucy Foster from Arocha 

and Richard Baker from the Methodist church will be joining the Eco Network NW Synod. 

 

Please register your attendance with the Green Apostles 

Rev Daleen ten Cate  Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk or   

Liz  Delafield  liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk 

mailto:Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk
mailto:liz.delafield@nwsynod.org.uk


 
 

 

 

The URC Waldensian Fellowship is planning a visit to the 

Waldensian Church in Italy, to take place in the period from 4
th
 to 18

th
 May, 2023.  

 

The visit will be based in comfortable and well situated Church Centres in two areas of Italy. 

The programme for the visit is as follows: 

¶ A week in the historic Waldensian Valleys in the Cottian Alps, west of Turin, visiting 

historic sites set in dramatic alpine scenery; 

¶ And four days at a Waldensian Centre on the Ligurian coast, a few miles from the 

French border, where we will see something of the Waldensian Churchôs witness in 

wider Italian society. 

 

We would be delighted if you were interested in joining us! 

It is possible to join the group for the entire visit, or for one or other of the two parts.  

Total cost of the visit (excluding travel to and from Italy) will be around Ã750. 

Part One of the visit on its own would cost Ã400 and Part Two would cost Ã350. 

 

For more information please contact Revd. John Bremner on  

ecumenical@urcscotland.org.uk 

mailto:ecumenical@urcscotland.org.uk


 
 

 

 

As the County prepares to join with people around the UK and the world to commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day this Friday the new Bishop of Blackburn-elect, Rt Rev. Philip North, 
has issued a reflective statement. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day, and the associated HMD Trust, encourages remembrance in a 
world scarred by genocide.  It promotes and supports Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) the 
international day on January 27 each year set aside to remember the six million Jews 
murdered during The Holocaust, alongside the millions of other people killed under Nazi rule. 

The date chosen marks the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp in 
1945. The HMD Trust also remembers those lost in more recent genocides, such as 
Cambodia, Rwanda and Bosnia. 

 

Events to mark HMD are taking place across the County and include exhibitions at the 
Anglican Cathedral in Blackburn, running until February 3. The high schools' team from the 
Diocesan Board of Education has co-organised the Cathedral exhibitions, working in 
partnership with organisations including Blackburn with Darwen Standing Advisory Council 
on Religious Education (SACRE); the North East Religious Resources Centre; the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews and the Cathedral itself.  

 

Children and young people from across the Diocese will get the chance to visit the 
exhibitions this week and next.   

 

Speaking today, Bishop Philip commented: 

 

"The Holocaust, also known as The Shoah in Hebrew, was a pivotal moment in history.  "It 
was the first time the killing of human beings was industrialised and to a scale where, 
eventually, two-thirds of the Jewish population of Europe at the time - men, women and 
children - were murdered by the Nazis. Other groups that didn't fit the 'Nazi ideal' were also 
victims alongside the Jews.  "As the numbers of survivors able to recall those terrible events 
rapidly dwindles, we who remain have a duty to continue to keep the memory of The 
Holocaust alive; and of other genocides since.  "Holocaust Memorial Day is an important 
way we can do this; as we collectively take the opportunity to commit ourselves to stand 
together against antisemitism and all other kinds of prejudice and injustice."  

 

The link for the Cathedral Exhibition marking Holocaust Memorial Day is here: 

 

https://blackburncathedral.com/exhibitions-at-blackburn-cathedral/  

 

https://blackburncathedral.com/exhibitions-at-blackburn-cathedral/
https://blackburncathedral.com/exhibitions-at-blackburn-cathedral/
https://blackburncathedral.com/exhibitions-at-blackburn-cathedral/


Youth Mental Health First Aid  

At General Assembly 2022, the United Reformed Church passed a resolution brought by URC 

Youth Assembly encouraging all local churches to enable someone in the congregation to 

undertake Mental Health First Aid Training. 

A certificated, 2 day course, run by two registered trainers, is being offered to URC participants at 

Luther King House in Rusholme in February (2
nd
/3
rd
). The course is being run at cost - Ã27.50 to 

ensure finance is not a barrier to participants to access the training. This payment covers the cost 

of the accompanying course manual. The course will focus on those who work with young people. 

You can book your place on the course at www.bit.ly/february-mhfa 

http://www.bit.ly/february-mhfa



















