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Exotic half term activity days at Woking URC 

 

 

 

 
 

A petting farm, exotic animals, children's rides and a ferris wheel were in the 

grounds and church of Woking URC this week for the return of its half term 

activity days. Organised with the Children with Special Needs Foundation, the 



church saw hundreds of visitors go on the rides, see domestic and exotic animals, 

get temporary tattoos, eat lots of cake and learn about the care of animals. 

Minister Lucy Brierley, pictured above left with the Mayor of Woking, Cllr Saj 

Hussain, said: "Hundreds of visitors came to the three day event and we really 

enjoyed the fun-filled atmosphere. The day ended with a special church family 

evening to enjoy the attractions together, share a meal and raise our voices in 

worship." See more on the church's Facebook page.  
 

 

Ministers' Gathering 2022 

 

Two hundred and fifty United Reformed Church Ministers and Church Related 

Community Workers from across the denomination’s 13 synods spent four days at 

the 2022 Ministers’ Gathering at Yarnfield Park Training and Conference Centre 

in Stone, Stafford. Through workshops, keynote speakers, Bible studies, worship 

and space for conversation and reflection, they had the opportunity for inspiration, 

refreshment and encouragement. Read more and watch videos of presentations, 

worship, Bible studies and panel discussions from the gathering on our YouTube 

channel. 
 

 

URC Buildings Calendar 2023 
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Following on from the fantastic success of the 2022 URC Buildings Calendar, 

photographs of URC church buildings are again invited for the 2023 Calendar. 

The theme is ‘Inside our churches’, and photos from LEPs are also warmly 

welcomed. Read more. 
 

Join the URC at Greenbelt 

 

 

 

Greenbelt Festival is set for a jubilant return this year with a long weekend of 

artistry, activism and faith in the beautiful grounds of Boughton House. The URC 

is playing a key part, taking “Revolting Christians” as its theme. The URC café will 

host worship, discussion, music, bedtime stories, crafts, and a special service to 

celebrate the 50th jubilee. Find out how you can get involved here. 
 

 

Joint venture launches new pioneering hub 
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A new venture between the URC, the Congregational Federation, Church Mission 

Society, and the Seedbeds organisation has led to the creation of the Newbigin 

Pioneering Hub. The hub is named in honour of the inspirational URC minister 

and mission theologian, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin and aims to offer a space for 

Pioneers to connect and learn. A celebration of the new hub will also be held 

alongside the Newbigin Public Lecture at 1pm on 2 July, at the Lodge Road 

Community Church, Winson Green, Birmingham. Read more. 
 

 
 

 

Download or print News Update 

A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to 

cut and paste into church newsletters or magazines will be available within a few 

dyas of this email being sent out. Please check here. 
 

Share your good news 

If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in 

action then please let URC Communications know. We would love to help share 

your news across the denomination and in local news outets. Email the team 

here.  
 

 

Join the URC 50th anniversary choir 
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If you love singing, join the URC's 50th anniversary choir! We're looking for voices 

in a variety of styles, to reflect the diversity of the denomination, to sing at the 

Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration on October 1, at Methodist Central Hall 

Westminster. Members of the choir will receive the music in advance and have a 

rehearsal day in central London and then a final rehearsal on the day at the hall 

ahead of the service. Lunch and refreshments will be provided. Please register 

your interest here. For further information, please email the team here. 
 

 

Become a Hope UK drug educator 

Hope UK, a national, Christian, drug education charity, is seeking church 

volunteers who may be interested in training to deliver high-quality drug education 

and life-skill sessions to children and young people (and/or work with parents and 

other adults). The training is free, and resources and ongoing support will be 

provided for all trained volunteers. If you'd like more information, please email the 

charity here or call 020 7928 0848. 
 

Pray like Hannah 

For the month of July all URC congregations are invited to ‘Pray like Hannah’. 

This is a month of prayer for children to support the launch of URC Children at 

General Assembly. There will be daily prayer prompts on Children’s and Youth 

Work's Facebook and Twitter accounts, along with resources available on the 

website. The prayer for the month of July can be found here. 
 

 

Free holiday club materials 
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'Time Travellers' is the theme for this year's Children's and Youth Work's free 

holiday club resources. Resources including: videos, a song, five complete 

sessions and suggestions for adapting the material for different ages and settings. 

Small grants towards the costs of running a holiday club are also available. 

Applications forms can be found here. 
 

Accredited lay preaching course 

 

The next Assembly Accredited Lay Preaching course begins in September. The 

two-year part-time course covers personal development, crafting worship, the 

Bible in worship, theology of the URC, safe boundaries in pastoral care, equality 

and diversity and intergenerational worship. Applications should be submitted by 

30 June. Read more. 
 

 

New college principal 

The Revd Dr Adam Scott has been appointed to the role of Principal of Northern 

College. He will succeed the role when the Revd Dr Rosalind Selby retires in 

2023. Dr Scott currently serves as Tutor for Ministerial Formation at the college 

and comes with experience of pastorate and chaplaincy ministries along with 

extensive experience in the field of psychology.  
 

Pastoral supervision training 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18R6AS-1/c.aspx
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The URC Ministries department has partnered with Westminster College and 

Wesley House in Cambridge to provide training for the Certificate in Pastoral 

Supervision. Further courses are scheduled for 14-18 November and 20-24 

March To apply, please email the Ministries team. 
 

 

This month in Reform magazine 

 

 

"It should feel costly." This month, Reform is asking the question facing the URC 

at General Assembly: how should the Church respond to the legacies of slavery? 

Our interviewee, Cole Arthur Riley, creator of 'Black Liturgies', says that we 

should give dear enough reparations that 'it should feel like a loss.' Others have 

their own view on the question. Also in June's Reform: 40 years of Church Action 

on Poverty, alpacas at Winson Green, the tallest cross in the land, Yad Vashem 

and leadership for the whole Church. Don't miss out! Subscribe to Reform for all 

your news, comment, inspiration and debate here. A discounted two year 

subscription offer and free gifts are available to new subscribers.  
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Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website 

www.urcshop.co.uk or by calling 020 7916 8629. 
 

 

 

Golden Threads – Reflections from 50 years of The Congregational Federation 

and The United Reformed Church is a new 184-page book from ministers and 

others to mark the 50th anniversaries of both denominations. Edited by Peter 

Brain and Alan Marsden, the book, published jointly by the URC and the 

Congregational Federation, is divided into four main sections, with forewords from 

Yvonne Campbell and John Bradbury, the General Secretaries of both churches. 

£12.99 +p&p. Proceeds will go to The Trussell Trust.  
 

 

 

A pair of jubilee socks designed by Holy Socks. Each pair comes with details 

about the URC and a reflection on Faith, Hope and Love by Holy Socks founder 

Margaret Wyllie. Available in two sizes, 4-7 and 6-11. £5.95 +p&p. 
 

 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18M00S-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18S63B-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18S64O-1/c.aspx


Sacraments After Christendom by URC Ministers the Revds Janet Sutton and 

Andrew Francis, takes a dynamic approach in calling for a new way in thinking 

about, discussing, and sharing the sacraments. How do our past practices 

measure up to the mission of God today? What is the Holy Spirit saying? What 

are you going to do? £15.99 +p&p. 
 

 

 

These A7 sized double-sided welcome cards have been designed to engage 

anyone attending worship or other activities at your church or community centre. 

The front of the card has a welcome message and a passage about welcome 

from Matthew 10. The rear of the card asks questions and has room for contact 

information. Available in packs of 25, they are ideal to leave on chairs or pews, in 

the porch or in other communal areas. £2.99 +p&p. 
 

 

Four handmade soaps to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the URC, hand made 

in Cornwall by Suddy Nora - the company that supplied soap to the G7 meeting in 

2021. Choose from Seaweed, Lemongrass & Lime; Grapefruit & Lime; Orange 

and Rosemary; Lemongrass & Cedarwood. All four are available in a box set. 

Each bar has Faith – Hope – Love – Since 1972 imprinted onto it. £2.95 each 

of £11.00 for the set of four soaps +p&p. 
 

 

Free jubilee resources packs - anyone leading worship can get a free URC 50th 

Jubilee Resource pack for the cost of postage. Postage and packing of 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18S6F2-1/c.aspx
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£1.95 applies.  
 

 

Synod news 

Eastern 

 

 

A Harwich-based Church Related Community Work project is set to receive 

£100,000 in increased funding. The Lounge in Esplanade Hall, provides a shared 

space for local people who are particularly isolated or vulnerable and is led by 

Mark Tubby, project lead and Community Worker for Dovercourt Central Church. 

The increased funding comes from Essex County Council’s levelling up fund, 

which seeks to address inequalities in the borough and level up life chances for 

residents. Read more. 
Image:essex.gov.uk 

 

Yorkshire 

 

 

Yorkshire Synod met at St Andrew’s Roundhay URC last month for the 

inauguration of the Leeds Partnership. The partnership brings together eight 

congregations, four ministers and one elder in local leadership. The service was 

led by the Revd Jamie Kissack, Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod, but included 

contributions from all the partnership ministers and members from across Leeds. 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18S836-1/c.aspx


Each church produced a canvas full of hand prints of the congregations and the 

service was livestreamed. Watch here. 
 

 

North Western 

Marple URC in Stockport enjoyed a 50th anniversary festival and service last 

month and took the opportunity to plant a magnolia tree in its garden 25 years 

after a similar tree was planted by David Jenkins in Jersey. The church also 

dedicated two memorial benches in its refurbished rear garden. 

National Synod of Wales 

The National Synod of Wales is reimagining its 2022 Big Day Out to make it more 

accessible to more people. The event at the Royal Welsh Showground on 25 

June has been cancelled, and a variety of online or regional gatherings will be 

available instead. Several events and activities are already confirmed and more 

will be announced soon. Click here for further details. 
 

 
 

 

What's On 

Refugee Week 2022 

After two years as a digital festival, Refugee Week returns on 20 June with a 

series of live, in-person events that celebrates the contributions of refugees. This 

year's theme is ‘Healing’. Plans include music, talks, comedy and workshops at 

London’s Southbank Centre, Migration Matters Festival in Sheffield, the 

Sanctuary Festival in Hastings, a schools of sanctuary celebration in Leeds, an art 

competition on the theme of ‘Healing’ in Basingstoke, Laff-ucino with Nabil Abdul 

Rashid in Soho and a community picnic in Westfield Park in Falkirk – with more to 

follow. Read more. 
 

Church at the Edge 

If you are a busy activist, a passionate disciple, a minister, and/or engaged in 

community ministry and need a space to meet with others, to be inspired and to 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18RUQB-1/c.aspx
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be open and honest about current difficulties, or to seek support from each other 

in living through these challenging times, then please sign up for the third series 

of monthly Zoom sessions, brought to you by Church Action on Poverty and the 

URC's 'New Reality Same Mission' group (CRCW, Church & Society, Children’s & 

Youth, Walking the Way). Eunice Attwood, Church at the Margins Coordinator for 

the Methodist Church, leads the next session taking place on 9 June at 1.30pm. 

via Zoom. Register here. 
 

 

JPIT conference 

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT's) Conference on 11 June is an ideal 

opportunity for justice seekers around Britain to meet, share and grow. Whether 

you wish to join the conference online or attend on in-person in London, you are 

sure to be inspired, encouraged and equipped. For more information, read more. 
 

Let's celebrate 

URC Children’s and Youth Work Committee invite you to 'Let’s Celebrate', a free 

online fringe event for everyone following General Assembly. The event, on 18 

July from 7.30-8.45pm, will be a time of celebration as we share what has been 

happening and what is coming next in the world of URC Children’s and Youth 

Work. Register for your place here. 
 

 

Hybrid church 

Come along to share ideas at the next Hybrid Church Meet-up on 8 June from 

7.30-9pm via Zoom. You'll be able to learn good practice, and hear valuable, 

experienced input. Join using these details: Zoom ID: 892 8553 7599, passcode 

655777. For further information, please email the Revd Jenny Mills, Secretary for 

Education and Learning. 
 

Refresh your prayer life 

GEAR's next 'Refreshing Your Ministry' event takes place on 15 June on Zoom 

from 2-3.30pm and will focus on refreshing prayer life. The event is open to all 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1V8BH-7DP2P2-18RD55-1/c.aspx
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and will be led by Revd Mary Irish, a URC minister and former hospital chaplain. 

Prayer is fundamental to our calling. Come and encourage others and most 

importantly be refreshed yourself in new explorations of prayer. To book your free 

place, please email Richard Bradley. 
 

 

Take part in theology taster weekend 

Be a theological student for a weekend, participating in ‘taster’ classes in Old and 

New Testament Studies, World Christianity, Church-Related Community Work 

and Ministerial Formation at Northern College, Luther King House. The taster 

weekend takes place from 5.30pm on 22 July to 2.30pm on 24 July. Places cost 

£50 for URC members and £100 for non-members. These costs are heavily 

subsidized and include accommodation for two nights and all classes, meals and 

refreshments (with the exception of Saturday Dinner, when there will be an 

opportunity to visit Manchester’s famous Curry Mile). For further information and 

to claim one of the limited number of places email Paul Barrett.  
 

 
 

 

Social Justice  

Net zero neighbourhoods 

 

JPIT has launched a new campaign that supports churches to engage with local 

councils over their net zero plans. To find out why the campaign has been 

launched and how you can get involved, read more. 
 

Cost of living crisis 
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A new resource from JPIT and Church on the Margins is designed to help 

congregations respond to the cost of living crisis. It describes how the crisis might 

affect your neighbourhood, ways to respond locally and how we can work 

together to build an effective national response. You can download the briefing 

here. 
 

 
 

 

Recruitment 

URC vacancies and beyond 

Mission Support Officer, Church House 

Based: London and possible home-working 

Contract: 2-year fixed term, 35 hours per week 

Salary: £41,116, pa 

Closing date: 12pm, 17 June. 
 

Synod Clerk, South Western Synod 

Based: Taunton 

Contract: 20 hours per week, flexible or full-time 

Salary: £14,000, pa 

Closing date: open 
 

 
   

Youth & Children’s Worker, Christchurch Methodist and URC LEP, Hitchin 

Based: Hitchin, Hertfordshire 

Contract: Permanent 

Salary: £22,000 – £26,000, pa  

Closing date: open 
 

Office Assistant, Thames North Synod 

Based: Bayswater, London 

Contract: Permanent 
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Salary: £24,000, pa 

Closing date: 6 June 
 

 

Training and Development Officer, URC Mersey Synod  

Based: Wavertree, Liverpool. Office based. 

Contract: 37.5 hours per week   

Salary: £37,000 Lay appointment or URC Ministers Stipend 

Closing date: open 
 

Communications Officer, URC Mersey Synod 

Based: Wavertree, Liverpool. Office based. 

Contract: 18 hours per week.  

Salary: £12,636 pa 

Closing date: open 
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