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On Pentecost day, God came in a form of a dove, wind, fire and water. What better 

way to spend time with God amongst these elements of nature on Pentecost Sunday, 

building a sensory garden for the Dementia cafe at Revidge Fold  URC alongside Lancashire 

Wild Life Trust's Integration Project. On Pentecost day the Holy Spirit came over people and they 

spoke in different languages. This morning we were privileged to work alongside people from 

diverse backgrounds and celebrated  diverse languages from Ivory Coast, India, Africa and 

Bangladesh.  

 

 



Here are some pictures of trees planted at New Chapel for the 50th Anniversary of the URC and 

the Jubilee. 

 

A pear tree planted this 
year next to the apple 

tree. 

Another of our trees for 
2022 and the 50

th
 

Anniversary of the URC. 

A blue spruce planted this year for 

the Jubilee. Our secretary donated 
this along with all the other trees and 
very kindly gave one to a few 
members to plant in their own 

gardens. So New Chapel have 
planted several trees this year. 

An apple tree planted a 

couple of years ago – but 

now with tiny apples  



On June 7th Red Lane Pilots invited their families and friends and 

members of the church to join them for an evening to celebrate the 

Queen’s Jubilee. We played a variation of the old ‘Beetle’ game but using 

a crown. Throwing dice allowed each bit of the crown to be drawn until 

whoever completed the drawing first shouted “God Save the Queen”. The 

winners and losers from each table moved and so it was a good way of 

mixing the young people and adults and getting them to know each other. 

The points were added up and the winner and loser were given a Jubilee mug as a prize.  

A cream tea followed which the older Pilots served and it turned out to be a really fun evening for 

about 45 people . Thanks to Bolton Council for their generous grant.  

 

 



The URC Church House Safeguarding team have 

organised several 2-hour zoom training sessions for church DBS verifiers 

with Due Diligence Checking (DDC), incorporating a safer recruitment 

element from Carrie Kaunda, the URC Safeguarding Training Coordinator. 

The dates for the training are:  

• Tuesday 12th July 7 – 9pm 

• Saturday 10th September 10am – 12pm 

• Monday 10th October 2 – 4pm 

• Wednesday 15th November 7 – 9pm 

To register for the training please email Carrie Kaunda, the URC Safeguarding Training 

Coordinator using carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk 

  

For anyone who has not completed URC Safeguarding training in the last 3 years, as a minimum 

you are required to complete Foundation Safeguarding training in accordance with the URC 

Training Framework.  Foundation safeguarding training is now available and undertaken as an e-

Learning package. This can be accessed by emailing Pauline Burke, the Mersey & North Western 

Safeguarding administrator using: 

safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 

 

Julie Rafferty, the Synod Safeguarding Adviser, is in the process of organising several zoom 

Intermediate training sessions, although the intention is to deliver training more locally and face to 

face. If any church or group of churches have 8 or more people that need Intermediate training 

and happy to attend face to face training locally, please contact Pauline Burke, the Mersey & 

North Western Synod Safeguarding Administrator by email: 

safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 

A webinar is taking place on Thursday 21 July 2022 at 2pm – 3.30pm, organised and delivered by 

the URC Safeguarding Training coordinator, Carrie Kaunda. To register for the session please 

email Carrie on the following email address: carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk 

mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk
mailto:safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
mailto:safeguardingadminnwandm@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk


In a constantly changing world, safety is no longer a guarantee, this session is delivered by SAFE 

who share Community Security Trust knowledge. It is a detailed introduction to security for places 

of worship and vulnerable communities. This session is designed to raise your awareness of 

security, in relation to the following: 

• CCTV 

• Learning what is '"suspicious",  

• Personal safety,  

• Emergency procedures,  

• IT security 

• Ideas for an Action Plan  

This session is for people who regularly attend a place of worship, and in particular church 

leaders, people in leadership and people who wish to become involved in making their community 

as safe as possible. 

To register for the webinar please click on the link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4516209826996/WN_sbpmb5aXQnG_XMEgqoSabQ 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4516209826996/WN_sbpmb5aXQnG_XMEgqoSabQ


Paul.barrett@lutherking.ac.uk 

mailto:Paul.barrett@lutherking.ac.uk


After the Flood is a new feature documentary from The Movement for Justice and Reconciliation 
( MJR). It exposes the roots of church complicity in the slave trade – with its many legacy issues 
still present in our society – and shows the route to reconciliation. If we are serious about racial 
justice being an integral part of our Christian mission, this film can be a step on a learning 
journey towards carrying out that mission with renewed integrity. 

 

After the recent London  premiere a comment on Twitter said: "This film needs to be seen by 
every church in the land.” CTE General Secretary, Bishop Mike Royal, has said it "represents a 
watershed moment for the church.”   

 
Tickets are now available for a pre-release  Manchester screening on July 12 at Methodist 
Central Hall, which will be followed by a Q&A*. Click  here to book. Click  here for more 
information about the film and to view the trailer. Read a review of ‘After the Flood’  here. Please 
feel free to forward this invitation to your church, friends, leaders, contacts and networks. 

 
*Q&A Panel: Bishop of Manchester David Walker, Bishop Mike Royal (Gen Sec. CTE), Beatrice 
Smith (MJR trustee), Prof Robert Beckford. 

 
“There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the river. We need to go 
upstream and find out why they’re falling in.” Desmond Tutu 

https://www.mjr-uk.com/
https://www.mjr-uk.com/news/this-film-needs-to-be-seen-by-every-church-in-the-land
https://atfmanchester.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.mjr-uk.com/aftertheflood.html
https://www.premierchristianity.com/reviews/after-the-flood-this-film-exposes-how-christians-used-noahs-drunken-curse-to-defend-slavery/13128.article


Hybrid Church Meet-up 
The sessions talk about both the technical side of Hybrid Church and the people/worship/ideas 

side of things.  

Each session lasts about 1.5 hours and gives space for people to share questions, practice, con-

cerns and ideas, plus hopefully learn some things too!  

Any questions, please email jenny.mills@urc.org.uk 

 

mailto:jenny.mills@urc.org.uk


 

#Please join us on Monday, 20 June 2022 at 2 p.m. for our second of three forums on "City 

Wires and Networks: How Christians Navigate Them" with Rev Julian Sullivan and Rev Dr 

Rob Hoch, moderator, on the topic of ministry and urban networks. In these three forums, Rev. 

Julian Sullivan, a pastor for many years in Sheffield, will engage in conversation with leaders in 

non-ministerial contexts, including in policing, health, and city government. Our second session 

will feature guest speakers in the area of public health from two kindred cities, including 

the Director of Public Health for Doncaster, Dr. Rupert Suckling and epidemiologist Alexan-

der Pyan, for the Maryland Department of Health in Baltimore.  

Read more... 

Forum City Wires 20 June 2022 

https://utusheffield.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Forum-City-Wires-20-June-2022.pdf


What are the legacies of slavery for the United Reformed Church? Was it all a long time 

ago and nothing to do with us? Should we acknowledge our past - and the benefits we 

have gained from slavery? 

Rob Hoch (NW Synod Learning Mentor) and I are hosting 2 x 1hour online meetings to allow 

young people to engage with these issues. 

The first session (23/06 19:00-20:00) will introduce the topic and our personal connection to it; 

The second session (30th June 19:00-20:00) will explore in detail the United Reformed Church's 

draft apology and your reactions/questions to it. 

The session is aimed at young people of secondary school/university age. 

If you know of young people who would like to take part and share their views, please invite 

them to contact me (cydo@nwsynod.org.uk) for the Zoom link. 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk


Television and films play an important role in the lives of young people. They can consume it in so 

many ways - broadcast, streaming, cinema, Blu-ray... but what are they watching and can we 

make connections with the issues they face, including faith development? 

Our guest speaker for this session is Steven Mitchell. Steven is the host of Reel Faith, a podcast 

that explores the intersection between faith, culture and youth work. Steven will look at 2 particu-

lar aspects: 

• Focussing on the theology and why watching films/ TV shows with young people is important 

• Some practical tips along with some suggestions of how to engage with the young people with 

whom we work. 

 

We will then have a general discussion with opportunities to ask questions of Steven and get his 

perspectives on how engaging with this aspect of youth culture can help us with our own relation-

ships with young people. 

 

book your free tickets online at www.Bit.ly/TAReelFaith  

http://www.Bit.ly/TAReelFaith


 

Time Travellers is a free downloadable resource for those run-

ning holiday clubs for children aged between 5-11 years of 

age. 

Tying in with our theme for the year, Jubilee, we are travelling 

through time together to meet some of the children of the Bible 

and see what they can teach us about following God, listening 

to God, meeting with God, belonging to God and worshipping 

God – what can we bring back with us to the present day and 

our ongoing journey of faith? 

 

 This material is not designed to be prescriptive, although you 

may use it that way if you wish. Nor is it designed to be exclusive; feel free to swap and change 

the ideas included here for ones you think more suitable for your groups. It is written as a five-day 

plan but you may decide to do a one-day extravaganza, a club once a week through the holidays, 

or maybe just select a couple of the sessions to do on two or three days in the week. 

 

You can adapt this holiday club material in a variety of ways and the appendices at the back of 

the resource will give you suggestions and ideas of how to do so for various different settings. 

The full resource can be downloaded free of charge at Time Travellers - United Reformed Church 

Small grants of £50 or £100 are available to support United Reformed churches in running a holi-

day club.  

Use the link below to take you to the application forms. 

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-

grants/  

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/time-travellers/
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-grants/
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/children-youth-work-grants/


Please do send on to anyone you think may be interested. Link to book: https://forms.gle/

uPf2sNFTJqeoCFALA 

  

 

 

https://forms.gle/uPf2sNFTJqeoCFALA
https://forms.gle/uPf2sNFTJqeoCFALA


The Children and Youth Friendly Church Scheme is 

an exciting opportunity to look afresh at your church’s 

life with children, young people and families. Guided 

by your CYDO (Leo Roberts), a local congregation 

can begin to explore your strengths, your values, your 

opportunities, your hopes and dreams. 

This scheme will enable you to identify all that you 

currently do and how to develop your welcome to 

children, young people and families in a process 

which will encourage, reflect and celebrate with you in preference to giving you a series of hurdles 

to jump and boxes to tick. 

The scheme recognises and encourages excellence in churches welcoming children, young 

people and families. On completion, you will receive a certificate and plaque. 

A Children and Youth Friendly Church award means that a local congregation: 

• has a comprehensive and shared vision for Children’s and Youth Work 

• provides good opportunities for the voices of children and young people to be heard 

• takes seriously and responds to feedback from children and young people 

• provides opportunities for children and young people to be involved in planning, organising 

and delivering child friendly church services 

• makes suitable provision for under 5s in church 

• provides groups and organisations to help nurture children and young people  

• takes Safeguarding, Health & Safety and First Aid seriously 

If you are interested in finding out more, contact Leo on cydo@nwsynod.org.uk 

  

 

mailto:cydo@nwsynod.org.uk




 



www,holyisland-stcuthbert.org 

https://www.holyisland-stcuthbert.org/


As part of the celebrations of the United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary every Synod was 

invited to plant at least 50 trees. Many churches already  took on this challenge. If your church 

yard doesn't have enough space for another tree, please offer to plant a tree in your local 

school, park, woodlands or abroad. Once you planted your tree, please let Kerry (and the Green 

Apostles) know at the Synod Office  (Office@nwsynod.org.uk) or send in photos to the Synod 

Newsletter in order to spread the good news. 

mailto:Office@nwsynod.org.uk


For your prayers  
In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you 

might remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this 

section please send them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for: 

• For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are 

facing difficult  decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 

• Pray for Ukraine. 

mailto:office@nwsynod.org.uk

