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Safeguarding training dates February to April 2022 

Foundation (formerly Basic) and Intermediate Safeguarding Training will continue to be delivered on zoom, but 
these arrangements will be reviewed in April 2022 dependent on the Covid situation and guidelines.  

The URC Training Framework determines what level of training is mandatory for each role in the church, see the 
attached Framework link for guidance Safeguarding_Training_Framework 

 

Foundation (formerly Basic) Safeguarding training 

The 2-hour online training session is for ALL volunteers and paid workers, including Ministers and elders who 
have NOT attended any URC Safeguarding training in the last 3 years. 

The sessions are limited to a maximum of 20 people per session. Anyone who registers to attend the training will 
then be sent the Zoom link for the relevant training session. 

If you haven’t already attended, please register your interest with the Synod Safeguarding Adviser, by emailing 
Julie Rafferty on:  safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

 
Intermediate training 

The 2.5-hour online training sessions are again for ALL volunteers and paid workers, including Ministers and 
elders who have completed either the recent URC Basic Safeguarding training and/ or the URC Intermediate 
Safeguarding training (delivered in 2018 and 2019 by myself)  

Again, the sessions are limited to a maximum of 20 people per session. Anyone who registers to attend the 
training will then be sent the Zoom link for the relevant training session. 

Please register for one of the training sessions with the Synod Safeguarding Adviser, by emailing Julie Rafferty on:   
safeguarding@nwsynod.org.uk 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Session no Date Day Time 

1 07/02/2022 Monday 6.30 – 8.30pm 

2 03/03/2022 Thursday 10.30am -12.30pm 

3 05/04/2022 Tuesday 7-9pm 

Session no Date Day Time 

1 15/02/2022 Tuesday 6.30-9pm 

2 28/02/2022 Monday 6.30-9pm 

3 15/03/2022 Tuesday 6.30-9pm 

4 21/03/2022 Monday 6.30-9pm 

5 20/04/2022 Wednesday 10am – 12.30pm 
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 We have spaces available on upcoming online Youth Mental Health First Aid course and would like to offer out 
this opportunity to participants from North Western Synod.   
 
We are able to offer spaces at a subsidised rate of £27.75 per person to help cover cost of the course materials. 
(The full course cost is normally £300pp) 
 
  
Course dates and booking links are included below. 
  
Feb Evening Course – https://feb-mhfa.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
Session 1: Tuesday 8th February - 18:30 - 21:30 
Session 2: Thursday 10th February - 18:30 - 21:30 
Session 3: Tuesday 15th February - 18:30 - 21:30 
Session 4: Thursday 17th February - 18:30 - 21:30 
  
  
March Morning Course - https://march-mhfa.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
Session 1: Monday 21st March - 9:30 - 12:30 
Session 2: Wednesday 23rd March - 9:30 - 12:30 
Session 3: Monday 28th March - 9:30 - 12:30 
Session 4: Wednesday 30th March - 9:30 - 12:30 
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Join Zoom Meeting  

Launch Meeting - Zoom  

Meeting ID: 894 9694 9268 Passcode: 415535  

Learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89496949268?pwd=ODdDN3ZhcWNuTjVHZ0lyQUZYaG8zZz09#success
mailto:learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk
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As you all know, the Synod now have a travelling Labyrinth that you can reserve to use. Many Partnerships and 
Churches are planning to engage with the  Labyrinth in the next few weeks on Away days, Lent and Easter celebra-
tions etc.  The beauty of a  Labyrinth is that we can engage with it indoors and outdoors  (an excellent way to engage 
with the community in your Eco Garden) 

Labyrinths designed to enable a spiritual journey - an ancient and powerful spiritual exercise.  It’s why 
you’ll often find them within medieval cathedrals, for example.  They’ve experienced a revival in recent years, partic-
ularly during lockdown.  You journey into the centre of the labyrinth to meet Jesus, and finally wend your way 
back out re-engage with the world, refreshed, revitalised, and nourished.  If you haven’t experienced labyrinths be-
fore, or would like to get ideas about the different ways you can use them, this is a workshop for you. 

This is what you’ll be doing: 

• Introduction to labyrinths - history, use, types and where they are found. 

• Experience a labyrinth finger tracing meditation 

• Other ideas for using labyrinths for personal use and with the public including spaces like gardens, carparks, 
schools, church halls etc 

• Local labyrinths in your Synod areas for walking. 

• Next steps  

• Questions  

Please let Daleen ten Cate know if you would like to attend the workshop: Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk 

and pass it on to as many people as possible 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5084080903?pwd=eWpRWmp2dU4vNjg3blpRV3dWcWtydz09&utm_source=Labyrinth+workshop#success
mailto:Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk
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The URC Waldensian Fellowship On-Line 

 

Monday, 28th February at 7.30 pm  

 

The Bible in Italian History and Culture 

with 

Eric Noffke 

former President of the Italian Bible Society and currently Professor of 
New Testament Studies at the Waldensian Theological Faculty in 

Rome.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84233646575?pwd=dWZxemRuZVUwVnIycGtJTWlwMW9Sdz09 

Meeting ID: 842 3364 6575 

Passcode: 087152 

 

One tap mobile 

+443300885830,,84233646575#,,,,*087152# United Kingdom 

+441314601196,,84233646575#,,,,*087152# United Kingdom 
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A Year with Luke’s Jesus 

A 4-session overview of Luke’s gospel for ministers and lay preachers 

Dear colleagues and fellow-disciples 

 

Translation 

I have spent much of the past six months working with the Greek text in translating Luke’s gospel.  It has been a 
transformative experience!  Translation occupies the space between transliteration (a “word for word” rendering 
of the text) and interpretation (rendering the meaning and intention of the text).   You might assume that our 
interpretation emerges from reading the text - a linear, one-way street process.  While that might be the case 
much of the time, the reality is that the interpretive framework we have inherited also significantly shapes and 
sometimes determines how we read and understand the text.  It’s a much more dynamic process, in other words. 

  

Changed landscape 

Within the past 40 years, archaeological discoveries in Asia Minor have revolutionised our understanding of 
Roman Imperial theology (the theology of the Emperor and the Roman Empire). Very particularly, they’ve shown 
us how our gospels are written as a direct and deliberate confrontation with that theology.  Think of Ched Myers’ 
commentary on Mark, Binding the Strong Man. 

  

What I’m offering 

Surprisingly, Lukan scholars and commentators have largely come late to this particular party.  It is for this reason 
that, in conversation with Robert Hoch, I am offering a 4-session overview of Luke’s gospel that reads his story of 
Jesus through the lens of Jesus’ confrontation with the Roman Occupation, the Purity System interpretation of the 
Judaism of his day, and the hopes of the Little People for liberation from oppression.   

  

Aim and outcome 

The aim is to understand and illuminate the story Luke tells, foregrounding what Jesus and Luke (as opposed to 
the church) understand by the salvation of the world that God effects through Jesus - particularly Easter.  My 
conviction is that it will transform our preaching, connecting directly to our journey of discipleship as parrot of 
Walking the Way and making the connections with our own contemporary context natural and obvious. 

  

I’m offering a morning and evening session of each on the 15, 17, 21 and 28 February so as to maximise the 
opportunity for participation.  You’re free to mix and match timings as best suits for you. 

  

Registration 

All the details are here.  Please register with Kerry (admin@nwsynod.org.uk).  It would help me if you could 
indicate a preference for sessions (morning, evening, a mixture) but this in no way prevents you changing as 
necessary!   

  

I hope to see you there! 

  

Best 

Lawrence 
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Leading your Church into growth 

Due to the Covid situation we had to postpone  the LYCIG conference until later this year. If you were unsure of 
what it is all about. Now is your chance to  find out more. The mentors invite you to  join the  LYCIG taster session, 
alongside all the Northerly Synods. 

Lawrence Heath-Moore is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: LYCIG Taster Session 

Time: Feb 1, 2022 10:00 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84874075047?pwd=UndCcDNYTGNMcktaY21ocUd6T0Y2QT09 

Meeting ID: 848 7407 5047 

Passcode: 685929 
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Fulwood URC 

Fulwood URC started off as two separate churches – St Margaret’s Presbyterian Church (1866) and Garstang Road 
Congregational Church (1894).  The two churches united in 1968 using the Garstang Rd building and 30 year later 
the two-storey building was adapted to create a single story building with a multi-purpose Worship Area/Hall.  The 
congregation has been an active member of Churches Together in Fulwood & Broughton since it was formed in 
1988.  Sadly, due to a decreasing congregation it was agreed that the church should close and a Closing Service was 
held on 8th January 2022 led by Rev Lena Talbot.   

 

Many people from around the Synod and Lancashire Area have been familiar with the building having attended 
meetings or trainings etc.  We have been very grateful for the Retired Ministers and Lay Preachers who have led 
worship for us over the years. 

 

Although closing a church is sad, we are pleased that many of the contents have been ‘adopted’ by other churches 
and will continue to be used.  The pulpit, lectern, digital piano and several banners have gone to Christ Church, 
Longridge.  The sound system and digital projector, some chairs and tables are now at Leyland URC along with the 
internal stained glass window which is to be installed over the front door.   The Communion table & chair, chalice & 
plate and table-top font have been given to Barrow United Reformed Church Primary School, near Clitheroe along 
with 3 suitcases of nativity play costumes.  A pair of Communion glass trays was requested by a former member for 
her church in Chelmsford, she has recently been authorised to preside at Communion and will now be using the 
trays which her father used to use as an Elder serving wine.  A set of stacking chairs have also been given to a local 
Sikh Temple.  Other smaller items have been given away but look out in a later newsletter as there still some things 
needing good homes.   

 

A word of advice to others – check the back of your cupboards, store rooms, cellars & lofts regularly and don’t let 
the clutter accumulate… we are going to need a big skip! 
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For your prayers  

In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might remember in 

your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send them to 

office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for:  

•     For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing difficult     

 decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 

 

Peter Pay  - Moderators of General Assembly—A service of thanksgiving  

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Peter Pay, one of the Moderators of The United Reformed Church General 
Assembly, 2020-2022, who died in December, will take place at Salisbury Methodist Church at 1pm on Friday 11 
February.  

The address of the church is St Edmund’s Church Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 1EF. The service will follow a 
private family committal earlier in the day, and only family flowers have been requested. 

To give an idea about the numbers expected, if you are hoping to attend in person, please contact Deborah 
Walker at the Wessex Synod office by email at office@urcwessex.org.uk 

The service will also be livestream here are the details https://youtu.be/c7Z7xgSiTRQ.  

You can also visit the Wessex Synod website, https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/, in the next few days for other 
details such as where to send donations in lieu of flowers.  
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