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10 December 2021 

North Western Synod Newsletter  

News  

Events  

Prayers  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  



 

Updated guidance from the Synod Moderators in light of “Plan B” being 
implemented 

 

With the Prime Minister confirming that England will move to the Government’s “Plan B” in light of the spread of 
the Omicron variant, the Synod Moderators are updating their guidance issued last week as follows. 

• The wearing of face coverings in church will become mandatory in England, bringing England into line with 
existing restrictions in Scotland and Wales.  Medical exemptions will, we understand, continue to apply, but 
in light of the rapid spread of the latest variant we would ask members to consider whether they have a 
genuine medical reason not to wear a face covering, rather than a preference. 

• Whilst we await detailed regulations, there may be an exemption to wearing face coverings “for 
singing.”  This may be only applicable to choirs/worship groups as they lead congregational singing.  We do 
not believe that members of congregations should remove masks to sing.  All of the scientific evidence thus 
far has been of increased risk of transmitting Coronavirus whilst singing; we urge and expect congregants to 
continue to wear face coverings whilst singing unless medically exempt. 

• Wherever possible, in-person meetings should cease for the time being and online meetings take place 
instead.  Assembly Executive has agreed new Standing Orders to give good order to online meetings as well 
as those in hybrid and in-person form, which Synods and local churches should follow “in so far as they are 
applicable”.  Those Standing Orders are available online here.  

• Ministers and others involved in pastoral care should consider carefully whether it is appropriate to offer in-
person pastoral visiting rather than making use of telephone and video calls and written material.  You will 
know best the people and their situation and there will be some situations when it is still better to visit in 
person.  “Routine” visiting in-person may be better avoided for the time being.  Where in-person visiting 
does take place we encourage you to take a Lateral Flow Test before the visit to show whether you are likely 
to be infected and thus in danger of passing on Covid, and to follow the well-known precautions – limit close 
contact, use a face covering, provide ventilation, practice good hand hygiene.  Whilst many will be in the 
(good) habit of increasing visiting around Christmastime, the need for added caution, especially with those 
known to be vulnerable by illness and infirmity, should be obvious. 

• From Monday 13th December the Government has encouraged people in England to “work from home if 
you can,” again coming into line with advice in Scotland and Wales.  Given the risk of upsetting your own 
Christmas plans and those of others, it would seem sensible, where it is possible, to follow this advice, and 
we commend it to all.  Some work still needs to take place in offices and church buildings and can’t be 
carried out from home.  Where this is the case, be careful to follow the precautions noted above. 

• The close contact and duration of coffee mornings, lunch clubs and the like are also a cause for concern.  
We do not feel the situation warrants a blanket closure, but Elders’ Meetings must review the risk 
mitigation measures in place, including physical distancing and ventilation.  “Hospitality” settings are 
exempt from face covering regulations, but there are undeniable increased risks of viral transmission when 
people are sitting close to one another without face coverings.  What would be the impact on your church 
and community if your activity became a “super-spreader” event, against the benefits to wellbeing for 
continued socialising?  Do everything reasonably possible to minimise risks to yourselves and others, which 
in some contexts will mean suspending some social and missional gatherings.  The watchwords remain, 
“Love one another.” 

 

The Synod Moderators 
December 9th, 2021 
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Update on the work of the Facilitation Group 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Thanks to everyone who have responded to our request to answer two questions about your reflections on your 
church experience of reacting to the pandemic, and also your thoughts about the future of the Synod.  We have 
so far received around 30 responses from Missional Partnership Steering Groups, local churches and individuals, 
and we have also been looking at research done last year about worship during the pandemic. 

 

Our initial analysis of your replies so far shows that the greatest number of responses referred to some of the 
pastoral and social responses to lockdown such as online coffee mornings, quiz nights, house group learning and 
gifts to members of the congregation.  The second major thing that struck us was the number of you that had 
learned new things and new ways to share worship such as the use of Zoom, Youtube, Facebook, WhatsApp, 
audio and phone prayers, TV and radio broadcasts.  But you also mentioned group learning such as Elders’ 
Training, Stepwise, Workshops, Lent Groups, Bible Studies, and Black Lives Matter groups.   It was also clear that 
many of you have been concerned about such issues as refugees, food banks, and other ways of supporting 
people in need. We’re reading your replies to wonder where support for your activities and concerns will best 
be served by Synod. 

 

We still would like to hear from any of you who have not yet replied, or even if you have thought of more things 
to say. 

  

In the new year, we will hold some consultations, both physically and online, where we can share what we have 
learned and ask you what you think.  Look out for dates. 

 

With best wishes for a very happy Christmas and New Year 

 

Lesley Husselbee 

Convener, Facilitation Group, NW Synod 

 

 
     ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Moderator: Revd Brian Jolly (moderator@nwsynod.org.uk) 
Clerk: Mr Tim Hopley (clerk@nwsynod.org.uk) 

Chair Elect: Prof Christopher Whitehead   
 Synod Treasurer: Mr Mike Hart (treasurer@nwsynod.org.uk) 

   Email: admin@nwsynod.org.uk   Website: www.nwsynod.org.uk  Tel: 0161 769 1122  
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National Ministers' Gathering Monday 9th May - Thursday 12th May 2022 Yarnfield 
Park Training & Conference Centre, Stone, Staffordshire 

 

A heads-up to all Ministers (Word and Sacrament & CRCWs): You are encouraged to attend the National 
Ministers' Gathering this May.  

 

We are delighted that Najla Kassab and Pádraig Ó Tuama have accepted our invitation to be speakers. 
Revd Najla Kassab Abousawan, from Lebanon, is president of the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches and one of the first women to be ordained in the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon (NESSL). She was recently one of the international guests at the URC General Assembly.  

 

Poet and theologian, Pádraig Ó’Tuama’s work centres around themes of language, power, conflict, and 
religion. A former leader of the Corrymeela Community, he now travels widely as a speaker, teacher, and 
group worker. Many of you will know him from his contributions at the Greenbelt festival.  

 

Revd Traci Blackmon, from the USA, will lead the Bible Studies throughout the week. Traci is the Associate 
General Minister of Justice and Local Church Ministry for the United Church of Christ, as well as the Senior 
Pastor of Christ the King UCC in Florissant, Missouri. She is a well-known speaker and author and provides 
key leadership in anti-racism work both in the church and the community. 

 

Worship throughout the week will be led by the Rev Dr Doug Gay and Iain McLarty. 

 

This won't be just about listening to distinguished speakers. The organizers of the Ministers' Gathering plan 
to give participants plenty of space and time to relax and catch up with colleagues as well as attending 
workshop sessions of their choosing.   

 

If ministers request it, we hope that congregations and partnerships will be open to giving participants a 
Sunday free of engagement following the Gathering.  

 

For EM2s: this counts as one of your required educational events. 

 

Ministers: Please look for a direct email from Synod with important information and registration 
documents. The deadline for application is 31 January 2022. If you have any questions, please reach out 
to Rev. Rob Hoch, PhD, our Training and Learning Mentor (learningmentor@nwsynod.org.uk).  
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The Synod studio is up and running! 
 

Lawrence Heath-Moore and Kevin Snyman (the Programme Officer for the URC’s 
Commitment for Life and Global and Intercultural Ministries) have spent the past 
three days turning an empty shell of a room into a fully equipped filming and 
recording studio in the NW Synod office.  Kevin, who has made several series of 
films for the URC, acted as the technical consultant for the project. 

The studio was originally the brainchild of Leo Roberts (the Children & Youth 
Development Officer) when the new offices were being planned.  Leo saw the 
opportunities for including a studio for recording podcasts, which have grown in 
popularity over the pandemic.  When Lawrence was appointed in June this year, 
expanding that original vision to include filming capabilities made clear sense, 
given the Synod’s prior investment in the SlingStudio filming and livestreaming 
hardware. 

“Claire (MacIntyre) has done a tremendous job of chasing suppliers for the equipment with the post-Brexit 
disruption to supply chains.   It’s taken a while to bring the vision to fruition,” said Lawrence, “but it’s been 
well worth the wait!  The Synod has provided the churches with an amazing resource.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing the worship material, podcasts, films and other resources they’ll dream up and produce!” 

The studio is one of the flagship resources for churches that the new offices have made possible.  The Synod 
has been clear from the outset that the studio and equipment is an investment in the local churches that 
make up the Missional Partnerships.  Churches will be able to book the studio and equipment for their own 
use, or book the services of Lawrence and other staff to do the filming and production for them. 

Kevin, whose work has made him very familiar with the URC’s Synod offices, is very excited by the 
development.  “This is an amazing resource for the churches!” he enthuised.  “It’s absolutely timely and fitting 
for whatever emerges as the “new normal”.  I also think it’s a great resource and example for the wider 
church.  The North Western Synod is doing pioneering work in equipping churches to respond to the post-
lockdown reality and the development of hybrid church – 
which we know is where the future lies!” 

All that remains now is to do the acoustic tiling, and the studio 
will be able to handle whatever is asked of it!  Start planning 
how you might be able to use this new resource! 
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News from Forton URC  

Today the infants from Forton School came into church to decorate the tree with stars and angels they 
had made.  Revd Irene spoke about the Christmas story and we all sang carols. The children looked at our 
nativities before heading back into class. The tree is to be donated to school later this week. 
Our usual nativity festival will resume in 2022. 
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NEW! Synod Labyrinth Resources 

We are happy to announce a new Labyrinth resource that is available for churches to use in the NW Synod. 

 

All of us occasionally come to a major cross-roads facing life-changing choices which affect ourselves and 
our loved ones; and we cross lesser junctions in life more often that we care to admit. Some of these 
junctions in life are significant events, requiring time and space to reflect in advance, or to contemplate 
and remember in the aftermath of such situations. We can take comfort that God is with at the crossroads 
of life (Jeremiah 6.16). 

 

The labyrinth is an excellent resource to help people in such times. Labyrinths can help with personal, 
psychological and spiritual transformation and are thought to encourage right-brain activity. They evoke 
metaphor, pilgrimage and mindfulness. The labyrinth is one of the most widely appreciated spiritual 
resources generating appeal far beyond a church’s normal sphere of influence. 

 

The Synod has started to bring together a Labyrinth resource for use in our churches and wider 
communities. Our kit so far includes a classical 7 circuit mobile labyrinth (7x7 meters square), and a 
number of handheld “finger” labyrinths. More resources will be added over the coming months to offer a 
wide-ranging toolkit for people of all abilities.  

 

The Synod Labyrinth is currently being housed by Rev’d Daniel Harris in Bury, Rochdale and North 
Manchester Missional Partnership. If you wish to book this resource please contact Daniel at 
danielharris343@gmail.com. 

mailto:danielharris343@gmail.com


Preaching with Luke through the 
Season of Advent 

"Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But Mary was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be" (Luke 1:28-29). 

We hope this resource will help your community as together we prepare to welcome the 
birth of Christ in this Season of Advent. 

Invitation 

The North Western Synod is pleased to offer a sermon series based on the Gospel of Luke 
for congregational use during the Season of Advent. Each sermon is based on the 
assigned lectionary text for the Gospel of Luke in Year C.  

The reflections will be about 10 to 15 minutes long and can be used for worship as the 
sermon,  or for Advent-themed Bible studies or for personal meditation.  

Our Preachers . . .  

Advent 1:  Daleen ten Cate https://youtu.be/jPM2e5Jf7PY 

Advent 2:  Lawrence Moore https://youtu.be/6mZVWlLTa80 

Advent 3:  Alistair Smeaton  https://youtu.be/7BIUxSrSZ-s  

Advent 4:  Robert Hoch https://youtu.be/Zw52anGhOK4  
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https://www.instagram.com/nwsynod02/


We are collecting any non-perishable food goods (tins, jars, pasta, rice, cereal, biscuits etc) and festive food 
treats, but also looking for donations of the following too please: 

1. Family games e.g. board games, card games etc for any ages 

2. Jigsaw puzzles – suitable for any school age 

3. Christmas books or DVDs 

4. Craft sets e.g. colouring books and pens, painting sets, sequin/glitter arts, stickers 

5. Cosmetic gift sets e.g. Lynx, Impulse 

6. Chocolate e.g. tubs of heroes, selection boxes, chocolate Santa, 

7. Sweet treats e.g. gingerbread house sets, home baking sets, hot chocolate sets 

Email Hannah.Miller@oasismediacityuk.org  or contact 07557 076649 for more details  12 
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For your prayers  

In each newsletter we would like to share peoples situations and Churches who you might 

remember in your prayers. If you have any prayer requests to include in this section please send 

them to office@nwsynod.org.uk.  

This week we invite you to pray for:  

• Churches who are considering their future as lockdown restrictions ease.  

• For the congregations of churches which have decided to close, and for all those who are facing 

difficult decisions about the future of their fellowships and buildings. 
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