
Holy Week Readings 

Monday  

Mark 11:15-19 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple   

15 Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 16and he would not allow 
anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 He was teaching and saying, ‘Is it not 
written, 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”? 
    But you have made it a den of robbers.’ 

18 And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; 
for they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. 19 And 
when evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 

Tuesday  

Matthew 23: 1-12 

Jesus Denounces Scribes and Pharisees 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, 
for they do not practise what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,[a] and 
lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to 
move them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries 
broad and their fringes long. 6 They love to have the place of honour at banquets and the 
best seats in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to 
have people call them rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 
and you are all students. 9 And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—
the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the 
Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted 

Wednesday  

Matthew 25: 31-46 

The Judgement of the Nations 

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+23&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23921a


his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” 37 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40 And the king will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.” 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and 
you did not visit me.” 44 Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 
45 Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.” 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.’ 

Thursday  

John 13: 1-20 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

13 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot 
to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ 
7 Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ 
8 Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.’ 9 Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!’ 10 Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ 11 For he knew who 
was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you 
are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, 
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” 19 I 
tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. 



20 Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me.’ 

Friday  

Luke 23: 32-47  

Crucifixion and death 

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 When 
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood 
by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There 
was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
43 He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ 
Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had taken place, he 
praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was innocent.’  

Saturday  

Matthew 27: 62-66 

The Guard at the Tomb 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was 
still alive, “After three days I will rise again.” 64 Therefore command that the tomb be made 
secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the 
people, “He has been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse than 
the first.’ 65 Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you 
can.’66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

 


