
Subject: Reflection and Support  

Morning Everyone,  

Happy New Year!  What a start to the new year, back in lockdown - but now we have 

the hope that the two vaccines now approved will make a difference.  

As our buildings are now closed again, and our worship is mainly online or on paper, 

if there are any churches whose worship leader is unable to provide a Zoom (or 

other online) service then Jacky and I are both available to fill in where needed for 

the foreseeable future.  Just let us know.  

Also, Jacky and I are here to support church leaders, elders, members and friends 

through these difficult times. We will continue to be in touch with various people, but 

are available to chat or offer support where needed.  A reminder of our contact 

details are at the end of this email.  

I've attached my Reflection for Sunday based on the Lectionary reading for this 

coming week.  

Keep safe  

Ruth  

Contact Details.......  

Jacky Embrey  

Tel:  01204 843783  

Email:  jacky.embrey@nwsynod.org.uk  

Ruth Watson  

Tel: 0161 7941398  

Email: revruth@btconnect.com  

 

Reflection for Sunday 10 January 2021 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 

open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1: 9-11 

NIV) 

Baptism marks a new beginning as a member of the family of God.  Jesus was 

already a member of the family of God, so many have questioned why he needed to 

be baptised.   

My baptism was very special – I was baptised by my Grandad (a Methodist Minister) 

wearing a gown that had been worn by several generations before me back to 1833.  
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But I don’t remember anything about it, as I was only a baby at the time.  I made no 

conscious decision to change my life, put my past behind me and live a life 

committed to my faith. 

How do we view baptism?  A rite of passage?  Something we “do” to tick off a box for 

our newborn?  An excuse for a party?  Or is it a lifetime commitment? 

Just as we are born into a family for life, however that works out, so our baptism is a 

commitment for life as we join God’s family.  Despite not remembering my own 

baptism, I always knew I would find a home wherever I went, as I could always find a 

church family to become a part of. 

Baptism marks the beginning of our journey of faith – a journey that will be full of 

adventure.  Sometimes our way will be clear and we will see everything, while other 

times our way will be full of obstacles, hiding our path and leaving us lost.  But it is a 

journey that will allow us to deepen our faith, grow in our understanding, and learn 

more about God and ourselves along the way. 

New starts bring new challenges, and we are no more aware of that than in these 

difficult times.  But our faith is something on which we can rely that will see us 

through the darkness into a new light, a new “normal”, a new way of being “church”.  

We might feel that our faith is all we are hanging on to, but the promises made at our 

baptism – whether we made them, or our parents did – mean that we are always part 

of something bigger, and stronger together, that will surround us with love, prayer 

and commitment – always. 

Keep safe 

RevRuth 

 


