
Subject: RE: Reflection for Sunday  

Sent to all Church Secretaries and Steering Group Reps for Bolton and Salford Missional Partnership  

Hi Everyone,  

Hope you are well.    

Over the next 4 weeks, as we prepare during Advent, my reflections will be those for the Advent 

Bible Study that we are running for the Partnership, beginning on 23 November to which everyone in 

the Partnership is invited - so spread the word!  

While I'm aware that Advent does not begin until Sunday 29 November, we are running the Bible 

Study on the Monday evening and Tuesday afternoon of the week before so that those who are 

preparing worship for the Sundays in Advent have some resources to use if they wish.  

So our first Bible Study is on Monday 23 November at 7pm, repeated on Tuesday 24 November at 

1.30pm.  Don't forget to let Jacky know you are coming, so we have an idea of numbers.  The link is 

below so you can join us either on Zoom or by phone - it's the same link for all the sessions.  

Keep safe  

Ruth  

Jacky Embrey is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
  
Topic: Jacky Embrey's Zoom Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84209708539?pwd=b1Y4TFhpQ3YxdzJQRjBscjJsWDRsdz09  
  
Meeting ID: 842 0970 8539 
Passcode: Bible 
 
One tap mobile 
+442030512874,,84209708539# United Kingdom 
+442034815237,,84209708539# United Kingdom 
  
Dial by your location 
        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 842 0970 8539 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kGTT43ZzQ 

 

Week 1 THE WATCHTOWER: STAY AWAKE By Gideon Gasinu 

Reflection on Mark 13:24 – 37 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84209708539?pwd=b1Y4TFhpQ3YxdzJQRjBscjJsWDRsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kGTT43ZzQ


According to the Gospel of Mark, we recall the beginning of Jesus’ ministry with His 

baptism by John the Baptist, then forty days temptation in the wilderness and the call 

of the first disciples. Following these events were miracles, signs, wonders, wise 

sayings and prophecies about future events, which is what this chapter (Mark 13) is 

about.  

The eschatological writings in this chapter were given following questions from four 

of Jesus’ disciples; Peter, James, John and Andrew, who asked Jesus privately, “Tell 

us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are 

about to be accomplished?” Jesus did not give them a direct answer but rather, 

important clues (Mark 12:24 - 37). What if Jesus had given them the date and time of 

the eschaton? How would that have impacted human behaviour (evolution of 

morality) and our world today?  

There are four fundamental questions in life;  

1. The question of origin – where are we from?  

2. The question of destination – where are we going?  

3. The question of transition – how do we get to where we are going?  

4. The question of purpose – why are we here?  

Religion has, in many ways, tried and failed to answer these questions until the 

advent of Jesus Christ, who brings us back into relationship with God. It is only in 

relationship with God that these questions are answered. We understand according 

to the accounts of Genesis 1 - 3, that in the beginning we had a relationship with 

God and that was lost and till today we are seeking ways to restore the broken 

relationship. The moment this relationship is restored through salvation and 

conscious repentance, we behold the sight of our destination (with Christ Jesus) and 

with this prize in view, the question of origin, transition and purpose becomes clear.  

The ultimate event that brings the final destination into focus is what Jesus foretells 

the disciples, cautioning them on what is to come and how they should prepare. It is 

important to note that Jesus did not only address the disciples on this matter but 

directly addressed everyone: 

 “And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” Mark 13:37 (English Standard 

Version)  

We have all been admonished to stay awake for we know not when the eleventh 

hour comes. The end comes in two forms; our end or the end, it is either we go to 

meet our maker, or he comes to meet us. We do not know when any of these ends 

will be but what we can do is to stay awake, in other words be ready and prepared.  

To stay awake means not to be asleep spiritually; metaphorically, this is to say we 

pay attention to nothing when we are asleep. If we are in a sound sleep, our 

minds are “dead to the world.”  We are not aware of anything that is going on, even 



of the passage of time. We become insensitive to our spiritual relationship and 

relationship with Jesus Christ. We owe this largely to frequent stressful hardships we 

face in the world, making us apathetic. In other words, a person reaches a point 

where they just finally roll over, play dead and say, “who cares”.  

Jesus calls us to keep our eyes on the prize, to carry this cross and follow him up the 

mountain; and when we are tired, we should not give up but pray as he did “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 

will.” (Matthew 26:39 New International Version). Because the journey to the cross 

was tough, Jesus wanted by his will to take the easy route, but he stayed on course 

and rather prayed for the will of God to be fulfilled. 

In this life we all carry our crosses and the church carries its cross also. We are all 

being encouraged in the face of hardships and pressure from the world to press on 

and to keep watch as we do.  

Let us therefore keep watch, and with God’s help do all we can to stand in 

worthiness of his final words:  

“… Well done, good and faithful servant! … Come and share your master’s 

happiness!” Matthew 25:23 (New International Version)  

Prophecies are given to aid preparation, if God has the power to create this world, 

then he has the power to foretell its future events. To give us hope that these 

prophecies are not fiction or fantasies, the Holy Writ is scattered with fulfilled 

prophecies backed by archaeological and historical evidence outside the Bible. For 

example, Isaiah 45 gives a prophecy about Cyrus, who God named to release the 

people of Israel out of Babylonian exile (this was over 100 years before time). It was 

also revealed to Daniel in a dream (Daniel 8) before the happening, that a ram with 

two horns (Media and Persia) would conquer Babylon. History records Cyrus the 

Great overtook Babylon in 539 BCE and freed the people of Israel. This occurred 

many years after the Book of Isaiah had been written (between 740 - 686BC).  

Many more fulfilled prophecies are scattered throughout the Old Testament and the 

New Testament to let us know that we can have confidence in that which has been 

prophesied.  

Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 

Matthew 24:35 (English Standard Version) 


