
Hi Everyone,  

Hope this finds you well and that you are keeping warm and dry.  

Please find attached the reflection for the next Bible Study on Monday at 7pm and Tuesday at 

1.30pm based on the Lectionary for Sunday 6 December.  

Hope you are able to join the Bible Study - the link is the same each week and is included below.....  

Keep safe  

Ruth  

Jacky Embrey is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
  
Topic: Jacky Embrey's Zoom Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84209708539?pwd=b1Y4TFhpQ3YxdzJQRjBscjJsWDRsdz09  
  
Meeting ID: 842 0970 8539 
Passcode: Bible 
  
One tap mobile 
+442030512874,,84209708539# United Kingdom 
+442034815237,,84209708539# United Kingdom 
  
Dial by your location 
        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 842 0970 8539 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kGTT43ZzQ 

 

Week 2: Listening to the Voice of God Reflection on Isaiah 40:1 - 11 and Mark 

1: 1 - 8  

I remember when my Dad pushed my Uncle Gordon off the shed roof. It happened 

during the Summer when children were on their school holidays. It was a beautiful 

day, but why my Dad and Uncle Gordon were on the shed roof, I do not know. What 

I do know was that my Dad and Uncle Gordon were arguing about who was the 

better footballer. Dad was losing the argument, as Uncle Gordon had scored more 

goals in the earlier football match on the local recreational ground. Well, the dispute 

led to my Dad ending the discussion in a dramatic way. I seemingly remember when 

my Dad pushed my Uncle Gordon off the shed roof, but I know that I could not have 

been there because it happened when my Dad and Uncle Gordon were teenagers. 

And yet, this family story has been told so often, so many times, that in my mind’s 

eye I can see it happening in vivid detail. I can imagine the voices raised in argument 

and the cry of my Uncle Gordon as he falls off the shed so clearly that I am almost 

convinced that I was present.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84209708539?pwd=b1Y4TFhpQ3YxdzJQRjBscjJsWDRsdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kGTT43ZzQ


Stories have the power to transport us through time and space, enabling us to 

inhabit the lives and experiences of others, whether the life of a relative or a total 

stranger (or strangers) living hundreds of years ago. 

As we consider Isaiah 40:1 - 11 and St Mark 1:1 - 8, we encounter voices that 

transport us through space and time to the lives and experiences of people in exile 

and the wilderness ministry of John the Baptist.  

Tone of voice  

The previous thirty-nine chapters of Isaiah presents us with a holy God with a voice 

of stern condemnation demanding a change of heart from God’s people. Isaiah 

chapter 40 marks the start of something very different and new. As chapter 40 

begins, we may wonder who is supposed to be speaking on behalf of God – is it the 

voice of the prophet? But the words must have been very welcome to God’s people 

who are no longer in Jerusalem, but in exile in Babylon:  

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem… 

(Isaiah 40:1 - 2a)  

However, as the passage continues, the intimacy of speaking tenderly gives way to a 

very different tone of voice when, in verse 3, a voice cries out to prepare the way of 

the Lord. By the end of the passage, the voice crying out gives way to what appears 

to be a shout of triumph in order to proclaim the good news: 

 …lift up your voices with strength…do not fear... “Here is your God”. (Isaiah 40: 9) 

This is good news and the poetic beauty of the passage with all its differing vocal 

tones of expectation declare hope for people in need. Hundreds of years later, St 

Mark the gospel writer puts a particular name to the crying voice of Isaiah 40: John 

the Baptist. St Mark’s graphic description of John, unparalleled in the other gospels, 

presents us with a word picture of this strange figure – dressed in camel’s hair and 

leather belt and eating locusts and wild honey. However, the prophetic cry of John 

the Baptist does not speak tenderly. Though offering hope to people, his tone of 

voice in addressing the huge crowd is immediate, urgent and harsh.  

In both passages the tone of voice and what is said are conflicting, but the message 

of each passage remains one of hope and expectation.  

These passages are closely related, of course, as St Mark uses John the Baptist to 

reference the passage from Isaiah when speaking about Jesus. He firmly roots 

Jesus in God’s story. But while St Mark roots Jesus in history, he uses the voice of 

John the Baptist to present a radical new future.  

The voices spoke to the specific needs of the people  

Both of our readings are wilderness experiences. In Isaiah, God’s people are 

portrayed in the wilderness of a strange and foreign land. Their plight is wonderfully 

expressed in the question posed elsewhere in the Bible, in Psalm 137:4: ‘How could 

we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?’. The people have been exiled as captive 

slaves for decades, but now a comforting voice tells the people that God is coming to 

them directly and cannot be stopped. We are told that valleys are to be lifted up and 

mountains made low, uneven ground level and rough places made a plain – a 



highway through the desert for God to come to the people offering life, liberation and 

restoration. Similarly, the people’s hearts can be cleared of the past sins that brought 

them into exile, because their punishment is not forever. Again, the imagery is 

intense; though human life is fleeting – like grass and flowers that flourish for a time, 

but then withers – the people can rely on God’s forgiveness and mercy. God is 

described as a shepherd who gathers lambs in his arms.  

In St Mark’s gospel, the place of encounter is the actual wilderness. God is coming 

to the people as the ultimate fulfilment of the words of Isaiah 40 because the voice of 

John the Baptist announces the arrival of the promised Messiah. There is also the 

call for people to make straight their lives, though the pastoral imagery of the 

Shepherd embracing lambs of Isaiah 40 is replaced by John’s insistence upon 

repentance and baptism in the Jordan river. In other words, the outward washing by 

baptism would be accompanied by the inward washing by God through forgiveness. 

Confessing sins, forgiveness and baptism would herald a new beginning for people 

and a new way of coming home to God – like exiled people returning home. 

Certainly, people were looking for something in their lives and many were drawn to 

John. But this is just the start, says John, as he baptised people with water. 

Someone much more powerful is about to arrive who will baptise people with the 

Holy Spirit.  

Are we listening to God’s voice today?  

The two Bible passages we have considered have once again reminded us of how 

God’s story has always been woven into the stories of God’s people. Though in very 

different contexts and times to our own, we have seen how the power of God renews 

and transform lives. So, what about us? Have we been listening to God’s voice 

speaking to us through these stories? If God weaves his story with my story, your 

story, every story, how can we use what we have learned to inform our lifelong 

discipleship and so renew and transform our lives? The following discussion 

questions have been prepared to help you reflect and share your story with others. 

 


