
Reflection for Sunday 4 October 2020 

“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely”. So said Lord 
Acton back in the 19th century. 

The theme of the service last Sunday evening was “Speaking truth to power” where 
we challenge those in authority to seek to bring justice and peace to our world.  We 
see criticism of our government for their handling of the pandemic; we challenge our 
politicians in their perceived failure to help the poor and the marginalised.   

But how often do we challenge the authority of those in our church?  Power battles 
exist in our churches and can often lead to hurt and isolation and bullying behaviour.  
It is one of the reasons I never wanted to be a minister as I had seen the effects first 
hand of power battles in church on my own family. 

So often we hear in churches “oh you cant move that” or “you can’t sit there” or “you 
can’t do that” as “such a body” won’t like it.  The idea that “I know something you 
don’t know” is often felt in church and that perception of power leads to mistreatment 
of others. 

For Safeguarding reasons if nothing else, there should never be an occasion where 
only one person holds all the information.  While I’m not suggesting that everybody 
should know everything, it is dangerous if all the information is held by only a few 
with no accountability. 

We are not a hierarchy.  We are not a dictatorship.  We are a church.  We are all 
children of God and nobody is better or worse than anyone else.  We believe in the 
“priesthood of all believers” not the autonomy of some members. 

So what can we do?  We must challenge those who think they have all the power; 
we must be open and honest with each other as communication is key to working 
together; we must ensure that all members are valued and nobody is left out. 

These are not easy challenges, but there is no place in church for bullies or 
autocrats. 

Be open with each other; be honest with each other; but most of all be kind to each 
other.  Loving your neighbour may not be easy, but it is necessary. 

Keep safe 

RevRuth 

 


